Israel to build 96 new homes on Golan 

TELAVTV (APj — Plotsonandfortheconstnicrionof96 
homes in the occupied Golan Heists will be put up for 
$ale this week by Israel's housing minisCiy, an Israeli news- 
paper said Mon^y. The homes will be buUt in Kaizrin. the 
latest Israeli settlement in the strategic plateau Israel 
seized from Syria in the 1967 Mideast war, the Haaretz 
daily said. The fate of the Golan Heists is at the centre of 
Isiaeli-Syrian peace talks that broke doum earlier this year. 
Syria demands that Israel return the strategic plateau in 
exchange for peace. Israel has indicated it would consider 
only a pardai withdrawal from the Golan. Peace Now, a 
group that monitors settlements, criticised the government 
decision to go ahead with the Golan construction and 
called it ‘"a grave injury” to the peace process. Syrian Inte- 
rior Minister Mohammad Haiba meanwhile accused Israel 
of blocking the peace process and seeking to destabilise Ae 
Middle Eosl official sources said. 
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Prince Hassan 
receives martial 
art teams 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on Monday 
met Jordanians who partici- 
pated in tae kwah do. 
karate and other maruol arts 
championships held in 
Cyprus. Lebanon and Tai- 
, wan. Prince Hassan con- 
' , gratulated Ae Jordanian 
teams, which altogether 
won 17 gold, silver and 
bronze medals. He uiged 
Jordanians to pursue regu- 
lar training to attain bener 
results in intematioiial 
championships. Prince 
Hassan also distributed 
gifts to the Jordanian aA- 
letes. 

Palestinians push 
against Ras A1 
Amud plan 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Palestinian resi- 
dents of Arab East 
Jerusalem urged Israeli par- 
liamentarians on Monday 
to abandon a Jewish settle- 
ment project in Ae neigh- 
bourhood. The Palestinians 
warned members of Ae 
Knesset (parliament) inie- 
rior committee visiting Ae 
Ras A1 Amud quarter about 
- Ae risks of an “explosion” 
if Ae project goes ahead, a 
p^liamentary official said. 
The project. auAorised on 
Dec. 10 by Ae Israeli inte- 
rior ministry, would pro- 
vide 132 homes on a block 
of land acquired by a Jew- 
ish-American businessman 
in Ras A1 Amud. where 
11.000 Palestinians live. 

Arab ministers 
declare 1997 the 
year of Jerusalem 

CAIRO (AFP) — Arab 
education ministers decided 
on Monday to make 1997 
Ae year of Jerusalem in 
supp^ of its cultural and 
education institutions in 
order to preserve its Arab 
identity. In a statement 
after a four-day meeting at 
, .Arab League headquarters 
. in Cairo, Ae ministers also 
■ called on Aeir gov'em- 
ments to make Ae question 
of Jerusaiera "a top priori- 
ty." Ministers expressed 
concent at plans by “Israeli 
occupation auAorities 
aimed at ‘judai§sing' East 
Jerusalem and changing its 
Palestinian, Arab and Mus- 
lim cultural identity." 

Iraqi parliament 
rejects plans 
for student fees 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
Iraq's National Assembly 
has rejected got'emment 
plans to have students pay 
for part of Aeir education, 
saying Ae move violates 
the constitution. Ae Bagh- 
dad press reported on 
Monday. After a heated' 
debate, 46 deputie.s voted 
against a bill proposing 
that university tind higher 
education students pay 
subscription fees to be able 
to take exams, saying it was 
“a violation of Ae constitu- 
tion which stipulates Aat 
education be free." Such a 
move "would increase Ae 
burden of Iraqi fumilies." 

Turkey says do 
defence links con- 
cluded with Iran 

ANKARA (Ri — Turkey 
said on Monday it had no 
definite plans for defence 
industry cooperation with 
neigh^uring Iran despite 
on Ae subject Ais 
monA Aat worried Wash- 
ington. “In that context we 
have neiAer any project nor 
any contraa." foreign min- 
istry spokesman Omer 
' ■ Akbel told a news briefing. 
He said defence industry 
cooperation was not dis- 
cussed during a visit to 
Turkey last week by Iranian 
I^sideot Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani. 


Israel and Palestinians 
reportedly near accord 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Prodded by 
the United States. Israel 
and Ae Palestinians were 
close to a deal Monday on 
withdrawing Israeli troops 
from most of Hebron, the 
last West Bank city under 
Israeli control. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton's Mideasi envoy Dennis 
Ross said he expected an 
agreement “soon" but 
wriuld not predict when. 

“There is still work to be 
done. But I think Acre is a 
new energy in Ae negotia- 
tion.s." he told reporters in 
Cairo, where he met Mon- 
day with Foreign Minister 
Anir Musa and President 
Hosni Mubarak's chief 
political adviser before 
returning to Israel. 

“T am hopeful progress 
can be made.” 

Mr. Ross has been shut- 
tling between Israel and Ae 
Palestinians for Ae past 
two days. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
Mahmoud Abbas. Palestin- 
ian President Yasser 
Arafat's top deputy, met for 
several hours Monday wiA 
Palestinian and Israeli 
oegoriators. Afterward Mr. 
Netanyahu’s office issued a 
statement saying Ae meet- 
ing "was held in a very 
positive atmosphere" and 
"'showed promise of 


King reviews developments 
wiA Arafat and Netanyahu 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein on Monday reviewed on 
Ae phone wiA Palestinian President Yasser Arafat Ae 
latest 'positive” developments in the Polesdnian-Israeli 
negotiations on Israeli redeployment u Hebron. King 
Hussein and President Arafat stressed Ae need to give 
more impetus to Ae peace proce$.s. The King also 
reviewed wiA Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu Ae latest developments in Ae peace process 
and progress in Ae Palestinian-Israeli crack. 


advancement.” 

Mr. Netanyahu was meet- 
ing Monday evening wiA 
his top cabinet ministers, 
and was to meet later wiA 
Mr. Ross, Israel's army 
radio said. 

“There was some 
progress.” Mr. Abbas, also 
known as Abu Mazen. told 
journalists after Ae talks. 
But when asked if a summit 
between Mr. Arafat and Mr. 
Netanyahu to sign an 
accord was set, he replied: 
“Not yet." 

An Israeli official told 
Israel Radio Aat Mr. 
Netanyahu and Mr. Abbas 
had reached agreement on 
“all Ae main issues." “It all 
depends on Arafat's 
response when Abu Mazen 
reports to him now,” Ae 
official said 

If Mr. Arafat approves Ae 
agreement, a summit wiA 


Mr. Netanyahu to sign Ae 
accord could be held late 
Monday or early Tuesday. 
Israeli officials said. 

A Palestinian negotiator, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said a meeting 
Monday night between Mr. 
Arafat and Mr. Netanyahu 
at Ae Erez Crossing 
between Israel and Gaza 
was likely. 

Israeli media reports said 
negotiators had reached 
agreement on several key 
areas of dispute: including 
opening a major road in 
Hebron and allowmg Paies- 
tinian police to carry rifles 
in areas under Aeir control. 

Egypt's Middle East 
News Agency CMENA) 
said Ae talks also con- 
cerned joint Israeli-Pales- 
tinian security patrols and a 

(Continued on page 7) 


Jordan pledges to aid Palestinian 
agriculture sector development 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti on Monday Ascussed wiA 
Palestinian Agriculture Minister Abdul 
Jawad Saleh problems facing the produc- 
tion and marlreting of Palestinian agricul- 
tural products and e.xpressed Jordan's will- 
ingness to help Ae Palestinians all possible 
help to overcome Aese obstacles. 

Meeting at his office wiA Ae Palestinian 
minister m Ae presence of Ae Jordanian 
agriculture minister. Mustafa Sbeneikat. 
Mr. Kabarti said Jordan will offer its 
expertise in agriculture to Ae Palestinians. 

Speaking after Ae meeting Mr. Saleh said 
Aat be received a positive response from 
Ae prime minister to Palestinian requests 
for assistance. adAng Aat Ae Israeli gov- 
ernment’s measures have been adversely 
affecting Ae Palestinian agricultural secAr. 

Mr. Saleh called for Ae creation of a Jor- 


danian-Palestinian common market wlA a 
view to protecting common interests and 
said Aat he requested Ae prime minister 
Aat Jor^ expand its agricultural trade 
wiA Ae Palestinians and exert pressure on 
Israel A allow Ae Palestinian side to 
import its needs from Jordan. 

Mr. Shneikat sAd Jordan was ready to 
receive PAestiman agriculturA products in 
accordance wiA a fixed time table adding 
Aat Jordan will work towards removing 
barriers in Ae marketing of Aese products. 

Mr. SAeh later met Mmister of Industry 
and Trade Ail Abul Ragheb and reviewed 
Jordanian-Palestiman economic coopera- 
tion. 

The two sides agreed to hold more meet- 
mgs A discuss facilities for .PAestiman 
products to reach oAer Arab countries 
through Jordan. 


People of East and West Banks of 
Jordan should reject differences and 
adopt common stand, activists say 


By Lola Keilam 

Special to the Jonian Times 

.\MM.AN — Jordanians 
and PAestinians enjoy a 
unique relation.ship that has 
survived all politicA 
upheavAs in Ae region and 
boA people, who share a 
common destiny, should 
not allow politicA differ- 
ences between regimes to 
stand in their way, activists 
sAd Monday. 

The activists spoke on Ae 
third day of a six-day con- 
ference entitled ‘The 
Option of DiADgue** organ-: 
ised by the Jordaman Writ- 
ers"Associaiion (JWA). 

The speakers, who took 
Ae auAence on a trip 
through Ae common histo- 
ry of Ae East and West 
Banks from Ae days of Ae 
Ottoman Empire to Ae 
Oslo agreement and Ae 
Jordoniub-Israeli peace 
treaty, criticised Ae title of 
Monday's session — ‘The 
Jordani’an-Palcsiinian rela- 
tionship.” 

"The title should be the 
Arab relationship between 
hopes of unification and Ae 
divisionAism of regionA- 
ism," sAd Bahjat Abu 
Gh^iyeh, a veteran poliii- 
cA activist. 


Mr. Abu Gharbiyeh 
stressed Aat colomalism 
divided Ae Arab World at 
Ae begimiing of this centu- 
ry. But Ae Afferent politi- 
cal regimes followed Ae 
coloniAism not only 
fought agAnst a umted 
Arab World but Aso used 
"jingoism to serve Aeir 
own interests.” 

Mr. Abu Gharbiyeh noted 
that during the early part of 
this century, Emir Abdul- 
lah. Ae founder of Ae 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jor- 
dan, and Haj Amin AI Hus- 
semi, a prominent PAestin- 
ian leader, had “Aeir differ- 
ences, but Aose differences 
were never reflected on Ae 
relationship between Ae 
one people." 

Rizq Bataineh, a former 
deputy, echoed Mr. Abu 
Gbarbiyeh's point and 
added that politicA differ- 
ences affected only Ae 
"formA reiationsbip 
between Ae leaderships.” 

“Now certAn elements 
from boA sides are rais- 
ing jingoistic questions like 
who is a Jordanian and w ho 
is a Palestinian," said Mr. 
Bataineh. Whoever rAses 
such a question, he sAd. “is 
neiAer Jordaman nor PAes- 
tinian.” he sAd. 


Yaqoub Zayadin. a com- 
munist leader, spoke of Jor- 
daman-PAestinian Astory. 

People from Ae E^t 
Bank of River Jordan had 
Aways been ardent sup- 
porters of Ae Palestinian 
straggle, he said, recAling 
Aat “even Ae songs we 
sang during weddings here 
were revolutionary and A 
support of the Palestiman 
struggle.” 

The consesus Aat 
emerged from Tuesday's 
discussions was Aat Ae 
Jordaman-PAestinian rela- 
tionship took a dramatic 
turn in Ae wake of Ae 
establishment of Ae PAes- 
tine Liberation Oiganisa- 
tion (PLO) A 1964. From 
Aat pomt onward. Aey 
sAd. Ae relationsAp faced 
difficulties, including Ae 
Asturbances Aat Jordan 
saw in 1970. 

Sa'ed Al TA, a senator 
and a former mmister. sAd 
Aat the recognition of Ae 
PLO O.S Ae sole and legiti- 
mate representative of the 
PAe.stinian people at the ' 
Rabat summit in 1974. Jor- 
don's decision in 1988 to 
disengage itself admmistra- 
tively and legAly from Ae 

(Continued on page 7) 



A man dressed as Jesus Christ carries a cross while participating m a peace rally A Lima on 
Sunday. Thousands of people organised a rally A solidarity with Ae hostages that are bemg 
held at Ae Japanese ambassador's residence by Peruvian rebels demandmg Ae release of 
their colleagues held A Peruvian jails (Reuters photo) 

Peru rebels free 225 more hostages, 
but government says no concessions 


LIMA (Agencies) — Rebels 
held a pared down group of 
140 vAuable hostages Mon- 
day at the Japanese ambas- 
sa^r's residence and seAed 
in for a sixA day of tough bar- 
gaining. Their "Christmas 
gesture” of freeing 225 peo- 
ple brought no immediate 
concessions from Peru's gov- 
enunenL 

'The rebels are demanding 
Ae government release about 
300 of Aeir jailed comrades. 
President AJbeno Fujimori 
has refused. 

The 223 hostages freed 
Sunday mght appeared weary 
as Aey filed out the front door 
of the residence and boarded 
hospitA buses and vans. 
Some waved from bus win- 
dows while Aousands of sup- 
porters in Ae streets shouted 
joyfully. 

'The Red Cross said 140 
men were still inside, mostly 
Peruvian officiAs and Japan- 
ese businessmen. Ambas- 
sadors from Japan. MAaysia, 
Bolivia. GuatemAa. Hon- 
duras, Ae Dominican Repub- 
lic and Uruguay Aso 
remAned. 

Mr. Fujimori's younger 
brother, l^dro. is among 
Aose still held, the El Comer- 
cio newspaper quoted Ae 
president's former wife. 
Susana Higuchi. as saying. 

A spokesman for Ae rebels 
meanwhile warned any 
attempt to free Ae hostages 
by force could lead to Aeir 
deaths. 

"A every war. Aere are. 
deaAs. In the case of an 
assault. Ae way Fujimori's 
government envisages iu Ae 
hostages will probably die." 
Isaac Velozco said, during a 
press conference here. 

"Whai is happening here is 
cold reAlt)'. There will be no 
piovie ending, wiA a Rambo 
or Sylvester StAJone.” he sAd 
replying to rumours of a U.S. 
intervention. 


“Those who remain in Ae 
embassy today are Aose who 
took part in the state politicA 
terrorism of President Fuji- 
mori or who supported him.” 
The remaining hostages 
mclude Foreign Minister 
Francisco Tudela. The Ttipac 
Amaru Revolutionary Move- 
ment (MRTA) has set four 
conditions for the hostages' 
release — Ae abandonment 
of President Fujimori’s "neo- 
liberA politics.” the release 
for more than 4(X) imprisoned 
MRTA members, Aeir trans- 
pon to Ae Amazonian forests 
and the government's pay- 
ment of a “war tax" to the 
country’s poor. 

In Tokyo, Prime Minister 
Ryutaro Hashimoto pledged 
Monday Aat Japan would do ' 
its best to secure Ae freedom 
of Ae hostages still held by 
Ae rebels. 

'*We are now working for 
Ae release of all Ae 
hostages.” Ae premier told 
reporters after meeting For- 
eign Minister Yukihiko Oceda 
who bad just returned home 
after a four-day mission in Ae 
Peruvian capital. 

The premier refused to 
comment on w*hA furAer 
steps Ae Japanese govern- 
ment would 1^*6 to help solve 
Ae hostage standoff which 
began last Tuesday when 
MRTA rebels look over the 
residence. 

"Hie MRTA is getting 
information from Ae mass 
media. I don't want to give 
Aem even once piece of 
information," Mr. Hashimom 
sAd. 

But he added: "We are 
aw'Ating Ae earliest possible 
solution of Ae situation while 
placing utmost trust in Ae 
Peruvian government direcily 
charged wiA Ac negotia- 
tions." 

The foreign minister said at 
a separate news conference: 
Things are getting more dif- 


ficult from now. We will put 
all our efforts into helpmg all 
‘Ae hostages come back safe- 
ly." 

Earlier. Mr. Hashimoto 
voiced concern for Ae 
remaining hostages. “I first 
heard Ae number of people to 
be released would be between 
80 and 100,” Mr. Hashimoto 
told reporters. 

"More Aan double were 
freed. But it also means, pres- 
sure on Ae remaining people 
has increased." he sAd. 

“I would like to say ‘good 
for you' to people released, 
but I'm worried about heavy 
pressure on Ae remAning 
captives.” he reportedly sAd 
at his officiA residence. 

“The guerrillas reduced Ae 
hostages to Ae number Aat 
Aey can control This has 
intensified censiem.*' he noted. 

Mr. Dceda faced strong criti- 
cism for leavmg Psru while 
the hostage drama dragged on 
in the Aplomauc compound. 

Japanese newspapers harsh- 
ly criticised Mr. Hashimoto’s 
decision to recall Mr. Ikeda 
even before Ae rebels had 
released Ae 225 hostages. 

“...The foreign minister's 
return at a time when Aere is 
no clear prospect of a settle- 
ment of the crisis might give 
countries concerned an 
impression Aat Ae Japanese 
government is weak-Imeed," 
Ae major dAly AshA Shim- 
bun sAd. 

The White House mean- 
wlule, welcomed Ae release 
of Ae American hostages and 
called for Ae immediate 
release of Ae remaining cap- 
tives. 

“The president welcomes 
Ae safe release of the Ameri- 
cans who were held hosu^ 
in Lima and renews his cAl 
for the imniediaie release of 
all who continue a be held in 
Ae Japanese ambassador’s 
residence,” a White House 
statement sAd. 


Saraireh 

withdraws 

resignation 

By the Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMM.AN — .Mini.ster of 
Post and Telecommunica- 
tions JamA Saraireh on 
Monday withdrew the res- 
ignation that he had sub- 
mitted to Ae prime minis- 
ter on Saturday. 

After a Cabinet ses.sion 
on Monday evening Mr. 
Saraireh declined to say 
why he rescinded his deci- 
sion. 

“1 hold no grudge against 
Ae prime minister.” Mr. 
Saraireh sAd. 

The minister, who in his 
lener of resignation 
described Ae premier as 
“haughty" and accused 
him of disrespect for his 
colleagues three days ago, 
retracted his statements on 
Monday. 

Earlier in Ae day. sources 
said efforts by ministers 
and deputies to mediate 
between the premier and 
Mr. Saraireh had failed. 
Mr. SarAreh. Ae sources 
sAd. was determined not 
to wlAdraw his resigna- 
tion. 

It was not immediately 
clear what changed Mr. 
Saraireh's mind. 

But wdl-informed 
sources sAd Mr. SarAreh 
was summoned to the 
RoyA Court on Monday 
and was received by His 
Majesty King Hus.sein. No 
detAls were available on 
Ae meeting. 

Mr. Saraireh. Aong wiA 
other ministers, were in a 
very jolly mood after 
-Monday's Cabinet meeting 
and acted as if Ae resigna- 
tion had not taken place. 

Minister of Information 
Marw'an Muasher, in a 
briefing to Ae press fol- 
lowing the Cabinet meet- 
ing. sAd Ae resignation 
was based on personA con- 
siderations. He sAd Aat Ae 
prime minister and Mr. 
SarAreh met privately 
shortly before Ae Cabmei 
meeting. Ministers inter- 
viewed by Ae Jordan 
Times sAd Aa Ae resig- 
nation was not brought up 
during Ae Cabinet meet- 
ing. 

Newspaper 

prices 

increased 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — - The price of 
four Jordanian dAiy news- 
papers will be rAsed by 50 
fils wiA effect from Jan. 1, 
1997 to offset a govern- 
ment tM of 25 per cent on 
newsprint, according to a 
decision taken by Aeir 
managements. 

Accordmgly. the new- 
stand prices of Al Ra'i, Al 
Dustour and Al Aswaq, Ae 
three Arable-language 
dailies, and Ae Jordan 
Times. Ae only English- 
language dAly, wjll he 200 
fils each. 

"The decision is purely 
economic.” said Seif 
Sharif, director-general of 
Ae Jordan Press and Publi- 
cAions Company, publish- 
ers of AJ Dustour. Mr. 
Sharif sAd Ae decision 
was taken jointly by Ae 
publishers of Ae four 
newspapers and Aey were 
not bound to seek govern- 
ment approvA for Ae 
move. 

Mr. Sharif sAd Ae pub- 
lishers should have raised 
the prices as of July 1 
^596, when Ae govern- 
ment lifted a six-monA tax 

(Continued on pag ^ 7^ 
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Egypt seeks to reassure 
Israel war not on agenda 

Israeli general sees instability in Mideast as 
a reason not to rule out possibility of war 


TEL AVrV (Agencies) — 
Egypt's foreign minister 
has assured Israelis his 
country has no intention of 
going to war with them, 
promising in an interview 
published on Monday to 
strive to rescue Middle East 
peace. 

••■We are not talking about 
war — rather the failure of 
the peace process, the dan- 
gers," Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa told Israel's 
biggest daily Yedioth 
Ahronoth when asked 
about fears in Israel of 
another war with the Arabs. 

Since right-wing Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu came to power 
in June, relations with the 
.Arab World have worsened 
and opinion poll.s show 
Israelis are increasingly jit- 
tery over the possibility of 
war. 

“War doesn't appear in 
our lexicon... after all we 
have done and accom- 
plished. we'll not go to war. 
Wc'W act in the political 
and diplomatic realm to 
rescue the peace process," 
said Mr. Musa, whose 
country in 1979 became the 
first Arab state to sign a 
treaty with the Jewish state. 

"But it's impossible to 
talk peace with a partner 
who doesn't believe in 
peace." Mr. Musa said. 

The Arab World has 
denounced Mr. 

Netanyahu's commitment 
to e.xpanding Jewi.sh .serile- 
mems on occupied Arab 
land and his rejection of the 
land-for-peace formula of 
the left-centre government 
he narrowly ousted in May. 

"The expansion of the 
settlements and building in 
the terriiodes poison the 
atmosphere," Mr. Musa 
said. 

Mr. Musa said he hoped a 
meeting between Israeli 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechoi and Egyptian 
Pre.sideot Hosni Mubarak 
on Tuesday would offer 
■■ '"cthing ^.sitive, adding: 


“The negative we already 
know." 

•‘I don't blame all of the 
Israelis," Mr. Musa added. 

“We know 68 per cent are 
unhappy with the 
Netanyahu government's 
performance. The time has 
come to sit and examine 
together how to rescue the 
process from the destruc- 
tive approach of the 
Netanyahu govemmenu" 
he added. 

Israel's air force intelli- 
gence chief siud in an inter- 
view released on Sunday 
the probability of war with 
the Arabs could no longer 
be characterised as low. and 
that Syria remained 
•‘Israel's number one con- 
frontation state". 

Mr. Mubarak said on Sat- 
urday Israel must make 
concessions in peace talks 
with Palestinians, rejecting 
the U.S. view that Israeli 
gestures towards a deal on 
^e West Bank town of 
Hebron made it the Pales- 
dnians' turn to reciprocate. 

The Israeli officer, identi- 
fied as Brigadier-General 
G., also told the air force 
magazine in an interview 
released lace on Sunday that 
if Iran were to possess 
nuclear weapons. Israel 
would consider this “an 
intolerable situation". 

'Today, it cannot be said 
that the probability of war 
remains low. such as it was 
in the past," G. said. 

Israel and Syria have 
traded accusations of esca- 
lating tensions as both sides 
staged military exercises on 
the Golan front 
Syria is “still defined as 
Israel's number one con- 
fromation state", G. s:ud. 
"Peace talks with Syria 
have stopped, and have yet 
to resume. Therefore the. 
question of whether (Syrian 
^sident Hafezi A1 Assad 
has taken a strategic deci- 
sion to reach peace with 
Israel remains unclear." 

G. said that in recent 
years the climate of Middle 


East peace talks had con- 
vinced Israel's intelligence 
, community that the proba- 
bility of war was low, and 
that the “enemy had chosen 
the path of peace from a 
strategic standpoint, and 
wanted to walk forward 
with us". 

But a lack of stability 
over the past year has made 
such assessments impossi- 
ble, G. said. 

Turning to Iran and the 
possihiJi^ of Tehran 
acquiiing nuclear arms. G 
Said: '‘It is a mission of all 
the world to keep that coun- 
try away from a nuclear 
capability. If it should 
achieve such a capability, 
from the point of view of 
the State of Israel that 
would be an intolerable sit- 
uation.” He did not elabo- 
rate. 

Israel is widely believed 
to possess an arsenal of 
some 200 atomic we^Kins. 
In 1981. fearing Iraq was 
on the verge of developing 
nuclear weaponry. Israel 
sent warplanes to bomb a 
reactor complex near Bagh- 
dad. 

Israel is "not threatening 
war” against Arab coun- 
tries, its new ambassador to 
Eg^t, Zvi Mazel, said in 
Cairo on Monday after his 
first meeting with Foreign 
Minister Musa. 

Their talks covered 
Egyptian-Israeli relations 
and developments in the 
Middle East peace process, 
Mr. Mazel told reporters. 

Mr. Netanyahu “told me 
before my depaiture for 
Cairo that peace is the aim 
of the entire world, 
whether it be Israel Egypt 
or the Palestinians,'' said 
Mr. Mazel. who took up his 
post on Dec. 16. 

He expressed hope that 
negotiations between Israel 
and Syria,"wblch have been 
on ice since February, 
would be resumed and said 
be wanted a strengthening 
of economic cooperation in 
the Middle East. 





CHRISTMAS IN BETHLEHEM: Visiting Christian tourists light candles on Monday 
in the Church of the Nativity, traditional birth place of Jesus Christ, in Bethlehem. The 
annual Christmas Eve procession will take place in Bethlehem on Tuesday when thou- 
sands of Oiristian pilgrims will visit and pray at the site where Jesus was bom 
(Reuters photo) 


Chang visit not official and has no 
impact on China ties — Jordan 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan has 
expldned to the Chinese 
government that last week's 
vtsti to the Kingdom by the 
foreign minister of Taiwan 
was not an official trip and 
had no impact on Amman's 
relations with Beijing. Infor- 
mation Minister Maiwan 
Muasher said Monday. 

it was the fust official Jor- 
danian comment on the visit 
of John Chang, wito arrived 
here Wednesday and left Fri- 
day. During the visit, Mr. 
Chang addressed a faulty 
of Yormouk Uiuvefsity. 
wluch also conferred upon 
him an honorary doctorate. 

“The mini»er did have 
other engagements in Jm*- 
dan, including lunch and 
dinner meetings,” according 
to a soutce. who declined to 
give further details. 

Before arriving in 
Amman. Mr. Chang also 
visited the United Arab Emi- 
rates fUASj.liHe;- returned 
home fk»m Jcn^an. • 

The visits 'drew “strong 
indignation” from the Chi- 
nese govemmeoL which 
considers Taiwan as a rebel 


province and strongly 
opposes contacts between 
l^wanese officials and gov- 
ernments of countries which 
has diplomatic relations 
with Beijing. 

Dr. Muasher. replying to a 
question raised at a regular 
weekly briefing on Monday, 
said the government had not 
extended an official invita- 
tion to Mr. Chang. 

“It was suictly a private 
visit,” said Dr. Muasher. 
“We have explained to the 
Chinese government that the 
visit did not come in 
response to a Jordanian 
government invitation. 

“We have also explained 
that the visit was not treated 
as an official trip and there 
were no officii meetings 
with Mr. Chang.” added the 
minister. 

The minister's comments 
Impllctiy confirmed that the 
government had received a 
protest from Beijing through 
the Chinese diplomatic mis- 
siofl'in Ajnmani>»».'W JA • 

‘ Iff Beijing; ’khe- Chu 5 ?se 
Foreign Mmls^ oj) 
day expressed its 

displeasure over the Tai- 
wanese minister's visit to 
the UAE and Jordan. 


“We have expressed our 
regreLs and our strong indig- 
nation over countries includ- 
ing Jordan for officially 
receiving Mr. Chang." for- 
eign ministry spokesman 
Shen Guofang was quoted 
as telling a regular news 
conference. 

“We hope that all coun- 
tries concerned hold strictly 
to the principle of one 
China, and that they be vigi- 
lant regarding Taiwanese 
initiatives aimed at banning 
relations across the Taiwan 
StraiC' Mr. Shen added. 

“We hope such instances 
are not repeated, otherwise it 
could seriously aftect rela- 
tions between these coun- 
tries and China." said Mr. 
Shen. 

In his comments on Mon- 
day. Dr. Muasher said Mr. 
Chang's vi.sil to Jordan did 
not imply "in any manner 
whatsoever” a shift in the 
Kingdom’s recognition of 
China and Amman's diplo- 
raatiC'relaiiotis.wath Beijing. 

have assuredthe'Chi* 
nese , government ' that the 
Thiwanese foreign minis- 
ter's visit here had no impact 
on our relations with 
China,” he said. 


Bedouins put up stiff fight against first Egyptian nuclear power plant 


MARSA MATRUH (AFP) 
— The Egyptian parliament 
Liiis week will .seek to 
resolve a decade-long dis- 
pute with Mediterranean- 
coast bedouins over build- 
ing a nuclear power plant 
on land that has been theirs 
since time immemorial. 

“The parliament is due to 
study this week a report 
written by its commission 
for examining citizens' 
complaints, to end bedouin 
onnositlon to the construc- 
tion of the power plant at Al 
Daba'a." Sebeita Fayez 
BarakaL a member of par- 
liament from the town, told 
AFP. 

A study completed in 


1984 by French company 
Framatome concluded that 
the best place to build a 
900-megawatt pressurised- 
water-reactor nuclear 
power plant would be on 
the edge of the town of 
Daba'a. 388 kilometres 
northwest of Cairo, half 
way between Alexandria 
and Morsa Macruh. 

The government gave the 
electricity ministry's 
nuclear plant authority 45 
square lalometre.s of land 
which was occupied by 
bedouins. 

However. Cairo suspend- 
ed the project after the 1 986 
explosion at the Chernobyl 
plant in Ukraine, and the 


Nuclear Plant Authority 
closed the site. 

The authority, which bad 
already given five million 
Egyptian pounds (SI. 5 mil- 
lion) in damages to the 
bedouins, is expected to 
pay them another five mil- 
lion pounds soon. Authority 
President Sayed Baheeddin 
said. 

“The nuclear plant 
authority has paid them for 
the olive and fig trees, but 
does not recognise propert>' 
titles for the land wluch 62 
bedouins have submitted.” 
Faisal .Abdel Wohed. direc- 
tor of the municipal coun- 
cils of Marsa Macruh 
province, told AFP. 


The parliamentary <roro- 
mission report offiers to 
agree to the additional pay- 
ments and colls for the gov- 
ernment to quickly begin 
building the power plani 
several deputies said. 

Since the beginning of the 
1980s. the ^0-kilometre- 
long coast between Alexan- 
dria and Marsa Matruh has 
been taigeted by developers 
building dozens of tourist 
villages, providing the 
bedouins with construction 
jobs. 

“Only those at Daba'a are 
deprived of these means 
because land for the power 
plant project occupies the 
entire coa.si, preventing any 


tounsm project. Mr. 
Borakat said. 

The bedouins have 
entered the unsupervised 
enclosure put up by the 
authority, an AFP reponer 
observed. 

Close to 500 families are 
living OD the land. Small 
homes, a mosque and four 
schools built before the 
land was conftscated are 
still in use. 

Questioned by AFP, the 
residents atcused the 
Nuclear Plant Authority of 
asking the local authorities 
to cut off the water supply. 

Egypt, which adheres to 
the nuclear Non-Prolifera- 
tion Treaty, during the 


1960s installed an experi- 
mental two-megawatt mini- 
reactor at Inshass in the 
Nile Delta. 

Cairo is to get a sophisti- 
cated 25-megawatt Argen- 
tine reactor in September 
for research purposes. Elec- 
tricity Minister Maher 
Abaza said. He did not say 
where it would be set up. 

It does not look like the 
Daba'a power plant will be 
built soon. Recently, the 
Nuclear Plant Authority 
president confined himself 
to saying that '‘some Egypt- 
ian technicians had been 
trained to operate the 
Daba'a power plant." 


Kuwait wedding shots jeopardise aviatidn 

KUW'aIT fR) — Kuwait's aviation authority said people fir- 
ing bulleLs in the air to express joy at weddings have jeop- 
ardised airplanes, a newspaper reported on Monday, ^r- 
al civil airplanes have been exposed to fire arms shooti^ m 
the Kuwaiti air field and had to change their courses. Al 
Waian newspaper reported a letter by the civil a^ation 
authority to the interior ministry as saying. “On OcL ._4 two 
aiiplanes — Kuwaiti and American — were exposed to 
shooting from a wedding in the area south of the Mrport, • 
said the letter. “Other airplanes have suffered similar inci- 
dents ... this could result in catastrophes." In many Middle 
Eascerti countries people fire bullets in the air to expr^ 
happiness at weddings. The Interior Ministry ordered sfnci 
monitoring on weddings held in areas listed by the avianOT 
authority, said the paper. It did not say if any airplane suf- 
fered damage due to (he shootings. 

Every fourth Israeli child lives in poverty I 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — One out of four Israeli children lived 
below the poverty line last year, according to a report ^ 
sented to Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu on Sunday, 
"Vltzhak Kedman, president of the national council for the 
wellbeing of children, who handed the report to the prime 
minister, said a large percentage of the children were of 
Arab origin. A total 454.000 children, or 25 per cent lived m 
poverty in 1995. according to the report cited by the 
news agency. Mr. Netanyahu said he would seek to give 
both Jewish and Arab children a better future through his 
work for peace. In 1995. Israel had 1,955,460 children — 
34.8 per cent of the total population. 

Bashir ends tax exemption for charities 

KHARTOUM lAP) — President Omar Al Bashy 
waived certain ta.x exemptions for charities operating in 
Sudan, the finance minister said Sunday. Gen. Bashir’s pro- 
visional decree followed parliament's move TTiursday to 
defer for three months a govemraem bill to end the exemp- 
tions. Fmance Minister Abdul Wahab Osman reportedly left 
the parliament building on Thursday furious over the rejeic-. 
lion of his proposal, which he said was designed to end tax 
evasion and uncover charities which have effectively 
become businesses. Mr. Osman smd last week that the ^ 
exemption enjoyed by 66 charities in Sudan has given rise 
to corruption and provided a cover for illegal profit making. 
In a hurriedly arranged news conference Sunday, he read to 
reporters excerpts from Gen. Al Bashir's decree, "taxes 
should be collected for profits obtained from any commer- 
cial activity," it said' ‘'Regardless of any special ruling or 
any other law that grants customs exemptions, customs fees 
should be collected for all commodities imported or export- 
ed for commercial purposes.'' 

Saudis beh^d Sudanese convicted of murder 

RIY.ADH ( APj - A Sudanese man convicted of murder was 
beheaded monday in the capital of Riyadh, the Interior Min- 
istry said. Osama ben Omar Ben Yousef Hassan was found 
guilty of fatally stabbing Mohammad Ben Bader Al Otaibi. 
a Saudi, after a fight the statement said. Hassan's execution 
brought to 71 the number of people beheaded this year 
under the kingdom's strict iDteipretaUon of Islamic law. The 
statement did not say where or when the crime took place. 
Arab and Western human rights orgaiuzations have- critic/ 
cised the beheadings, saying defdld^ts often are executed! 
witiiout a fair trial. A record 19^people were beheaded last 
year in Saudi Arabia. -luu 

Weizman to visit India next week 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — Israeli President Ezer Weizman 
will arrive here next week for official talks aimed at 
cementing ties between India and the Jewish state, a gov- 
ernment spokesman said Monday. Mr. Weizman 's ground- 
breakiog trip beginning Dec. 29 will be the first official 
visit to India by an Israeli head of state.The External Affairs 
Mioisuy spokesman said Israel and India iwould sign three 
separate accords for cooperation in the fields of science, 
technology and culture during the Israeli president's week- 
long visit. Mr. Weizman will have “wide-ranging discus- 
sions" with his Indian counterpart. Shankar Dayal Sharma, 
Prime Minister H.D. Deve Gowda and odier leaders, he ‘ 
said.The spokesman said the landmark visit by the Israeli 
leader was aimed at further “consolidating and expanding 
political, economic and trade links with India.” He will also 
i tour the Taj Mahal city of Agra, Bangalore, hub of India’s 
aeronautical industry. Bombay, the country's commercial 
capil^ and the port city of Cochin and leave on Jan. 5, the 
, official added. Mr. Weizman's trip is the first since 1993 
when then Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres visited 
Delhi for further rapproachment between India and the jew- 
Ish state which established diplomatic ties in (992 after 40 
years of hostility. Since then, the two countries signed scv-. 
era] accords and have granted most favoured nation (rafb) 
status to each other as pan ot a bilateral blueprint to boost 
two-way trade. India is home to a tiny Jewish community 
numbering only thousands, most of them in Bombay. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
I Td.773nJ-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

14:05 Budgie iThe Little 

Helicopter} 

14:20 Captain Planet 

14:40 ...Comedy — I Love Lucy 

15:00 &iences Cartoon 

15:15 ....Magazine — Montogne 

16:00 At The Zoo 

16:30 Documeniaiy 

17:00 News Flash 

! 17:02 Fun With Physics 

17:15 Drama — Cyclone Tracy 
18:00 Seric — La Lumiere des 
Jusics 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Magazine — Extra Large 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 Murphy Brown 

20:00 Mnonring — ^ro One 
20:30 Christmas in Connecticut 

22KH) News in English 

22:25 Comedy — Something 
Wilder 

23:15 Mission Impossible 

23:59 ....Chrisunas Show — 

Sound of Girismtas 

PRAYER TIMES 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


05:05 


06:28 



Dhuhr 

14:19 


(S-JI 

Maghreb 

18:04 - 

‘fsha 


CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Chuieh 
Sweifieh.Tcl. 810740 
.Assemblies of God Church 


Tel. 632785. 

Sl Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annondation 
Tel. 637440. 

De ia Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglipan ChuTCh Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 
7717.S1. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 652526 

Evangriical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 8243118. 

German^peaking Evangelical 
Congr^donTel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654931 

Church of Nazarene TeL 
675691. 

The Evai^cal Local Church 
lnAiiiiiianTel.811295 

F.ngli!th -!gp i^ldng 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 
614191). 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depan- 
men! of Meieoivlogy 
Temperaaues are expected to 
ri.se slightly, clouds appearing at 
high aldcudes. and winds south- 


westerly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba, it will be warm and 
sunny with winds northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 

Amman.... 06/16 

Aqaba 10/23 

Desens 04/(9 

Jordan Valley 1 1/23 

Yesterday's high temperatureb; 
Amman 15, Aqaba 23 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 73 per cenL 
.Aqaba 35 per cenL 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

numbers 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Mukhles Halaseh 
........819220 

Dt Fadl Al Khatib 865456 

Dr. RuhiSukkar. ........856457 

Dr. Vbusef/AI FaqQ) 790101 

Ferdows phairnacy .778336 

AlAsema pharmacy ....637055 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Vacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ...637660 
Nairtmkh pharmacy ....623672 

Najib pharmacy S47632 

IRBID; 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 281484 

Al Qiids pharmacy (' — i 

ZARQA: 

Dr. RabahAlBouiini 99030 12 
Kbalifefa pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 
Fo^ Control Centre ...637 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Dept .661 1 1 1 

Civfl Ddience Immediate Res- 
cue 630341 

Civil Defence Cmergoicy ..199 
Rescue Police 192, 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade ..6I7I0I 

Blood Bank .775121 

H^wav Poikt .843402 

Traffic ^lice 896390 

Pubtk Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints .60^00 

Price Com^aints „.66l 176 

Water and Sewerage Cou> 

plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Conj- 

plainls .787111 

Telephone Informatioa (direc- 
tory assistance!................... 121 

Overseas Cafls - -J1J0230 

Central Amman Telepbooe 

Reparls ...-..^tiZBlOl 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television ........773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan -..7741 1 1 

Water Authority 6S0I00 

Jordan Electridtv Authority 

J1I5615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 
085.3200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 0&- ’ 
53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN; 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity 644281/6 

.Aldieh Maternity’..~...64244l/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malbas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani ....60707 1 
Shmnsanl Hosi^tal .....669131 
University Hosirilal .....845845 
Ai-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 
The Istamic. Abdali 666 1 26/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali .664I6V6 

ItalBR.Al-Muiiajreen 777101/3 

AUBashir. ....775IIJ/26 

Army. Marka ;89]611/1S 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674IS5 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Sui^icry 865 1 99 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Ho^tal 

(09)900560 

Ibn Slna Hospital ..(09)986732 
Al Hikma Modern Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Ba»ia Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Ho^tal 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 
(02)247100 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 
ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian iRJ) Flights 

07:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

07:25 Dama.soLs (RJ) 

08:35 .....Touzonadd) (RJ) 

09:25 Abu Dhabi ( RJ) 

10:05 MuscaL Dubai (RJ) 

10H15 Beirut (RJ) 

10:15 Doha. Bohniin (RJ) 

15:55 i^ondon (RJ) 

16:20 Cairo (RJ) 

16:35 Frankfurt (RJ) 

17:15 Chia^, Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:15 Jakarta (add) ( RJ) 

21:00 Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta. 
Abu Dhabi (add)(RJ) 

22^15 Jokaitii. Abu Dhabi (add) 
(RJ) 

03:00 Jeddah (add) — two 
flights (RJ) 

05rt)0 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Other Flints 

07d0 London (KJ) 

07:35..Damo.scus. London (BA) 

11:30 Cairo (MS) 

15:00 Kiev (6U) 

15^15 Munich (YP) 

17:40 Ronic(AZ) 

19:15 Dubai (EK) 

22:50 Te! Aviv (LY ) 

00:40 ..Beirut, Amsterdam (KL) 

01:00 Aden (T^') 

01:55 Bucharest (RO) 

07:45 Beirut (ME) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:20 Aqaba (RW) 

12:00 .Aqaba (RW) 

18:55 Tel Aviv (RW) 

DEPARTURES 
Roy al Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:20 ..Beirut (RJ) 

08l 30 AnLsierdam, NewYoiktiU) 
11:05 Amsterdam, Montreal. 

Toronto (RJ) 

11:15 Vienna. Brus.sels (RJ) 

12:00 Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

12:15 London (RJ) 

12:15 Cairo(RJ) 

12:^ .Frankftm ( RJ) 

13i30 Paris (add) (RJj 

20:00 Singapore (add) (RJ) 

20i30 Jeddah (RJ) 

21:00 ....Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

21:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ» 

21:00 ...Damascus, Lamaca (RJ) 

22:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

23:45 Kuala Lunpir. Singapore (RJ) 

- -...Jeddah (add)(RJ) 

- Jeddah (add) (RIl 

Other Flights 

London (KJ) 

Cairo (MS) 

Kiev(6U) 

-Munich (YP) 

Rome(AZ) 

*8:15 Dubai. Damascus (EK) 

Beirut iME) 

^ .Tel Aviv (LY) 

Amsterdam (XL) 

- j^den (lY) 


00:55 Bucharest (RO) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

W-.50 Aqaba (RW) 

17:15 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

20:20 .Aqaba (RW) 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 
Dep. Amman 8:00 a-m. eveiy 
Mooctey 

An*. Damascus 5KX) pjn- every 
Monday 

Dap. Damascus 7:30 a-im. 
every Sunday 

Arr. Amman 5:00 pjn, every 
Sunday 

MARKET PRTnrg 

Upper/lower price injils per kg.. 

^PP^e .70W500 

Banana. .550^0 

Banana (imported) ..850/600 

Cabbage 

CaiTot 260/120 

Cauliflower. 130/100 

Cucumber nai/e) nWSB 

Cucumber (smaH) 2KF160 

EgSpIanL 140^ 

Garlic .850/600- ' 

Grape ftuii .150100 • 

..J9QVS50 

Marrow (large) 80/40 .. 

Marrow (small) ....130/100 

Onion (green) 160/100 

Onion (dry) J70/80 

Orange 360/400 

Pepper (hot.) 240/150 

Pepper (sweet) .190/100 

Potato .2^60 

Spinach , ig yina 

String Bean. 370/^ 

Tomato ...150/100 


Royal 

‘•et^ar 


jfl 
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Former minister passes away in Switzerland 



Dr. Saleh Burgan 


.\MMAN (J.T.i — Dr. 
Sultfii Burgan. toniun 
menihcr of Parliiimcm and 
the Senaw. ivho died in 
2 >\^'ii?CT)and Saturdav a: ihv 
jgeol 7S, 'fcill uida% be laid 
lu rest in Geneva next to his 
son Wolid. 

Family ineinbcrs utid the 
Jurdan TiincN Uiut the late 
Dr. Burgan is survived b> 
three ehiKIren: Khalcd. 

Saed and Sulu a.s well as 
his wife wliu live in 
.Switzerland and Canada. 
Bom in I'JIS. in the south- 
ern town of Kar;d;. Dr Bur- 
eun studied at the .Ameri- 
ean Cniviersiiy of Beirut, 
where he graduated as d^sj- 
tivi'oi medicine and surgerv 
in hM3, and served as .1 
physician until N4S with 
the Trans-Jiirdan Frontier 
Force before opeiiinu a pri- 
vate practice in 
between 1M48 and 19(>3. 


Dr. Burgan served as mem- 
ber Hi Parliament during 
19f>l .-nil l‘.»hj, member of 
the Senate between Wo3 


and 19h0, minister of health 
during 1%.' and 1964, min- 
ister uf social ulVairs and 
labour between Wtiti and 


1967. alter which he again 
ser\ed Itrietly a.s mintriter 
of health and social alTairs. 
He al.vo headed Jordanian 
delegations to the World 
Health Organisation 

(WHOj jnd the 
Imernaiionj] Labour 
Organi.sation (ILOiconfer- 
enees in Gciievu and later 
served us director of the 
ILO uftlee in Beirut 
Ixrtween 1969 and 1975 and 
as Assistant Director Gen- 
eral of the ILO ill Geneva 
between 1975 and 1984. 

The late Dr. Burpuii held 
membership to .Arab and 
foreign associations, held 
the medal of the Star of Jor- 
dan of the first i^rder and 
commander of the Holy 
Seplulchre. 

Prime Minister .Abdul 
Kiirim Kahariii olTcred his 
condolences over the for- 
mer minister's death. 


Universitie.s to co-ho.st seminar 
on breaking stereotypes 


Mut’a University creates 
artefact museum 


By .Maysa fhrahim 

y/JCt;.-.-/ lit ihi' Jnrdiut Titm ;, 

-AMM.AN — The Univer- 
silv of Jordan and Birm- 
ingham University in 
Bntain have announced a 
conference entitled 

■’.Arabs and the West*' to 
be held in Amman in Sep- 
tember of 1997. according 
to Vice Prcsidcnl of the 
University of Jordan Dr. 
Sami Khasawnih. 

Jorgen Nielson of the 
Centre of the Study of 
blum of Birmingham Uni- 
versity arrived in .Amman 
on December 10 for di.s- 
cussioas with Dr. Kha- 
sawnih. 

In u Monday inten'iew 
with the Jordan Times. Dr. 
Khasawnih suited that -the 
“conference- is intended to 
isoluic and highlight cul- 
lurui similarities and dif- 
ferences between Arabs 
and ihe Western world and 
the resultant problems in 
communication between 
the two. The conference 
has been proposed to 
brainstorm ways of active* 
ly cooperating and under- 
standing eacB other and 
for ways to rectify the 
.Arab image in the Wc.siero 
world and vica-versa with 
the aim of uciivaiing cul- 
tural relations between 
East and West." 

The conference Ls also 
intended to focus on Arabs 
in the wcsieni media. 


schiHil curricula and coii- 
tetnpiir.iTv theatre as well 
as westerners in the ciirre- 
spoiiding .Amb categiirics. 
Reactions to these images 
in their economic, socio- 
logical and political per- 
spectives w ill also be stud- 
ied. the vice-president 
afllmied. 

Seminars referring 10 the 
West, 'A ill be limited to a 
.study of Europe, a selec- 
tion Dr. Khasawnih 
deemed as logical. 

“This area has a long- 
siunding relationship with 
Europe/' he said. 

The University of Jordan 
“will be approaching the 
European Union and 
European cultural orgnni- 
sation.s as well a.s Jordan- 
ian agencies for llnunciul 
support,” he stated. 

Birmingham University 
will also he inviting for- 
eign juumalisLs and acade- 
mics and the University of 
Jordan hopes to invite 
.Arab experts. 

The two agreed, during 
Dr. .Nielson's visit to offer 
two'veur automatically 
renewable contracts 
between the universities, 
detailing the exchange 
programme. The pro- 
gramme is to include 
exch.mges of I'aculty 
members, research pro- 
grammes, library materi- 
als and students, he said. 


MUTAiPcrraj — Mut'u 
University, near the 
southern town of Karak. 
Monday announced the 
creation of u special 
museum for training hi.s- 
tory lutd archaeology 
university students. 

Head of the Universi- 
tv's Antiquities and 
Tourism Faculty Taleb 
Smadi described une- 
fucLs stored in the mu.se- 
um 0.S datins as fur buck 
as 7000 B.C. 

Dr. Smudi suggested 
that the museum .serves 
as a nucleus for the cre- 
ation of an integrated 
national museum in Jor- 
don as it .store.s rare arte- 
fuels belonging 10 vari- 
OU.S hj.storic c^oi'hs, 
reflecting the different 
civilisations which pros- 
pered both in the King- 
dom and the Middle East 
over the past centuries. 

The artefacts di.splayed 
currently have all bvvn 
excavated in the Karak 
govemorate, he said, 
however maintaining 
that his department's 
(cams are pursuing digs 
in a number of areas 
located .southeast of 
Karak, Wadi Miijib and 
Ghor Sufi with history 
students and ihcir teach- 
ers involved in the e.xca- 
vaiions. 

Dr. Smadi requested 
(hut residents ol these 


areas repon any found 
artefacts and antiquities 
a.s the.se, he .said, eon.sii- 
Luic pan of the national 
heritage and retain value 
for their indication of 
various regional cultures 
over (he post ages. 

Museum Director 
Mohammad Maha.sneh 
categorised the muse- 
um's collection us tilling 
one of three types: 

• And'acts which date 
back to the bronze age — 
between 3200 and 2900 
B.C. — and which 
include jewellery, dag- 
gers, mother of pearl, 
pottery and spears, 

• Artefacts which date 
back' from between 7000 
and' ‘ 6000 B.C. and 
include primitive instru- 
ments, weapons and 
tools a.s well os onia- 
ments and table plates. 

• Stones upon which 
arc carved sketches 
demonstrating coins in 
circulation over the p.*iKt 
jgc.s, denoting the difTer- 
cni empires which ruled 
the area. 

Dr. Mahasneh invited 
the public to visit the 
museum, .stating that the 
collection housed therein 
can contribute to 
rc.scarch. 


Seminar emphasises environmental sustainability 


By Sacha Baggili 

SpfL-iiil to thf JurJat: Tmtt's 

-AMN-l-AN — The impor- 
tance of sustainability was 
the central mess^e of a 
workshop regarding inte- 
grated environmental maa- 
agcmeni of the .A/mq Basin 
co-hosted ye.sierday b> the 
United Nations Develop- 
ment Programme (U.NDPi 
and the Azraq Oasis Con- 
sen'aiion Project (,AOCP.». 

In 1993. the UNDP 
resolved u> u.se tlnancing 
available through the Glob- 
al Environment Facility 
(GEFi to address the eco- 
litgicjl crists in .A/raq 
caused by the alarmmg 
escalation of water pump- 
inu from the basin for 
municipal and agricultural 
uses. 

The project was 
mobilised in ctKtpcraiion 
with variou.s government 
agencies and die Rov al 
Society for the Conserva- 
tion of Nature l.RSCNj and 
it become one of the 
world's first which attempt- 
ed lu restore on arid /one 
wetland ecosv'stcm. 

Convening under die 
patronage of Minister of 
Municipal .AlTairs »utd the 
Environment Abdel Ra//aq 
Tubci.shai, the workshop 
opened with keynote 
speeches by Head ol the 
AOPC’s Management Unit 
Ghailh Fariz, UNDP Resi- 
dent Representative Jorgun 
Us.sner, Pre.sidem of the 
University of Jordan Faw zi 
Ghuraibeh, and Anis 
Muasher, president of the 
Royal Society for the Con- 
scrv'ation of Nature. 


Dr. .Mua.sher opened his 
talk by praising the succc.ss 
of ihc .AOCP's" operation in 
bringing life hack to the 
ecosystem of the A/.raq 
Basin as he did the excel- 
lent cotiperation between 
authnritie.s and urganisj- 
lions inviilvcJ in the .A/raq 
project. 

However, he admonished 
that "(he government must 
take the problem of over- 
puinpiiig. which still exists, 
mole seriously. This is the 
only way to sustain life 
which has been brought 
hack til the .Arraq Basin 
through the technique of 
reverse-pumping, clean up 
operations and the deepen- 
int* iif ihe wadis lu channel 
more rainfall into the 
reserve." 

In an interview with the 
Jordan Times. Dr. .Muasher 
confirmed that the tech- 
nique ot reverse pumping, 
or draining water Irum :i 
surplus area iniH the Azraq 
Busin, has only solved one 
component of the entire 
dilemma. 

.Although ihe i.»asis has 
been replenished to a 
healiliy level and wildlife 
has gradually relumed and 
die ' ecosy stem has 
improved. Dr. Muasher 
staled that as the Azraq 
Basin constitutes a "meei- 
inu area for geographical 
fonnaliv^ns. The current 
over-pumping of the reser- 
voir IS causing a hannful 
rise ill salt levels in die 
fresh w ater, us the balance 
in pressure betw'ccn this 
waicr source and the nearby 
brine reservoir i.s being dis- 
turbed. ’’ 


Or. Furi/. told the Jordan 
Tinic.s that, despite the sue- 
eesb of the project, so far, 
"pumping from the Azmq 
basin still stands at 50 mil- 
lion cubic meters per year, 
twice its nutui'ul reehiuge- 
able capacity: unless die 
ivsue of over pumping i.s 
addressed, the newly 
replenished ecosystem will 
nut be sustained and die sit- 
uation will never be euin- 
pletely solved.” 

He also Muted (hat the 
rehabiliiaiion of the A/raq 
Oasis and supporting lake 
networks constituted only 
one-fiflh of the project’s 
activity in the A/xaq Basin. 

Panieipam.s m the work- 
shop discussed exisiing 
programmes aiming to sus- 
tain the ■ health of the 
eeosystuni, which e.visi :i.s 
.sub-projects of the AOCR 

1'hese include the Agri- 
cultural sub-project which 
I 1 U.S been undertaking 
extensive and dciailed sur- 
veys of .A/.rji| soil capabili- 
ties and the Environmental 
Impact Assessment sub- 
project which is eurreiilly 
working io priHliicc a man- 
ual as a guideline fiir main- 
taining wetlands all over 
the counn>'. btised on the 
Azraq experience, Dr. Fiuiz 
said. 

He al.so told (he Jordan 
Times that other cxi.sieiit 
problems threatening sus- 
lainabiiiiy. such as the ille- 
gal pumping of water and 
the illegal crealloii of wells 
were addressed during the 
workshop- 

Mr. Li.ssncr emphasised 
the importance of cvjopera- 
iion between the UNDP and 


the govenimeiii in the eco- 
logical pa-serv'uiion and 
replenishment of the Azraq 
Busin. 

“The return of life 10 
Azraq appears as nothing 
shon of a miracle, hut vhe 
battle Ls not yet over. The 
battle now is susiainabilt- 
ty,” he said. 

Aeeording to information 
issued by the U.NDP. 
although pumping from the 
Azraq springs began in the 
19t>0's to supply the cities 
of Amman and Irbid with 
water, ii was the late I970*s 
which saw the exiruciion 
explosion. 

This .situation was eoni- 
I'Munded in the IVHU's as 
the economy expanded and 
populativin increased. 

The cimscquence.s were, 
reporiediy. disa.strous. 
Springs, lakes and marshes 
dried up ami foliage and 
wildlife disappeiuxtd. The' 
underground water table 
draniaiically deereasevi and 
the . salinity of water and 
soil surged. 

"The local community in 
A/ruq .suffered greatly from 
the collapse of the ecosy-s- 
lein." Dr. Fariz wid 

'‘In ivcugniiiun of this 
suffering, the Society of 
.Azraq Oasis Friend.s was 
founded, creating a vocal 
grassrviuts movement.” he 
continued. 

Members of this society 
participated in the work- 
shop along with govem- 
ineni olTiciaK, representa- 
tives of non-governmental 
orgunisalions (NGOsl and 
environmental experts. 


Ministry announces drop in bread prices 


.AMMAN (J.T.I — Minister 
of Supply Munir Sobar 
Moihlay announced j cut 
of nearly H) per cent in 
bread pnees loginning m 
January of 1997. 

*fhis lrall^ia(c^ into Miles 
of a kilo of high quality 
brc.id Ol 20i) fils while 
bread with local fiuur and 
^peci^lCation^ will be 
olTcrcd al 17U fils per kilo, 
he said. 

Tlie minister allirmed that 
a special ministerial coni- 
miitee has been study ing 
wheat prices in glc^ai mar- 
kets ai^ eonttnned the drop 
of such. 

The Ministry' of Supply 
has bought 15(3. tonnes 
of wheat at new gli^l mar- 
ket prices, he said. 

The wlicai. Mr. Sobar 
stated, was delivered tn 
November and December 


and purchased at ihe .new 
rate of Slfvl.90 a (onne. 
[hereby registering a 40 per 
cent drop from six nionihs 
previous. 

Last month. His Majesty 
King Hussein instructeJ the 
govemineni 10 scniimise 
bread prices in light of (he 
newly priced wheat reach- 
ing local consumers. 

.Mr. Sobar spoke lollow- 
ing a meeting w ith Pnme 
.Minster .Abdul Karim 
Kaboriti to discuss prices 
and market conditions. 

He said that Mr. Kabarili 
instructed him to institute 
the new prices as of the 
beginning of 1997. 

During the meeting with 
the prime minister, also 
alicndcd by Finance Minis- 
ter Murwan .Aw ad, discus- 
sion covered a range of 
Issues concerning the sup- 


ply situation as well as 
.Minisin of Supply plans to 
provide sufficieul fvKhJ 
commodities lu the local 
murkets during the coming 
month of Ramadhan, 
expected lo commence on 
Jan 10. 

They jIm) .spoke of poul- 
try stores which have been 
scarce in local nurkeis 
recently. 

.Mr. Sobar quoted the 
prime minister av insinici- 
ing the Ministry of Supply 
10 sell piiuiiry frozen 111 iLs 
Warehouses lu meet ihe 
shortage. 

He slated that he briefed 
the prime minister «m the 
supply situaiion and 
described private secior 
merchants as now intpv>n- 
ing and sL'Iling sugar and 
rice. 

Mr. Sobar also said that 


ihc iniiiisiry is cncour:iging 
the private sector to gradu- 
ally replace the ministry in 
supplying in.trkcis with 
these two coiniiuidjties. 

He also announced that as 
of 1997 Ihe .Ministry of 
Supply will also halt 
imports of foreign ciga- 
rettes and will leave this 
ijsk lo the private sector. 

.Meanwhile, the .Minisiry 
<»f Supply .Monday 
announced ihai i( has made 
preparations for securing 
comesiiblc" 10 J^>rJ.tn dur- 
ing the month i.>f RamaJ.m 
jinnily with private .sector 
merchants. 

The minisiry said that 
irispecluin teams will apply 
strict controls to ensure 
thai there will no manipula- 
lion nor pri*liieermg itn the 
pan of incrcli.uus. 


Jordan cements agricultural agreements with EU, Lebanon 


AMM.AN (Petra I — Jor- 
dan has reached an initial 
agreement w ith the Euro- 
pean Union (ELI) regard- 
ing the exportaium ot prv>- 
ducc and other agricultur- 
al products to Europe. 
.Minister of .Agriculture 
Mu.s'tafa Sbneikat 

announced Monday. 

He confirmed that the 
agreement came through 
Jordan-EU talks directed 
towards concluding a 
ponnershtp accord. 

Addressing representa- 
tives of (he Jordanian 
Farmers Association 
(JFA). the minister said 
that Jordan, which cur- 
rently exports limited 
amounts of produce to 
Europe, has agreed to 
export increased quanti- 
ties of piitutoes. lomau^s. 
eggplants, onions, squash, 
teans. grapes, olives and 
tomato paste. 

He maintained that once 
the agnrement has been 
implemented and expons 
are underway many cur- 
rent marketing problems 
will end and that the min- 
Isir}' will continue in its 
endeavours to cement 
official links with various 
tbreign markers. 

Dr. Shneikai pledged the 
government's investment 
m Ixiitling problems fac- 
ing farnWs, e.s{K*cially 
that of commercial mar- 


kets. 

He urged the farmers to 
increase their prixiuciion 
uf dates, cereals and 
grapes which boast a 
major market home and 
abroad. 

Dr. Slineikat urged high- 
quality grading and pack- 
aging of wcH-iended 
crops, without which, he 
admonished, they will not 
find any market. 

The minister also enu- 
merated that in 1996 the 
designated area for wheat 
cultivation increased Irum 
SUO.IXMJ dunums to 1.3 
million dunums. 

He announced that the 
ministry has plans to cre- 
ate two firms to specialise 
in fruit and vegetable 
exportation and assened 
that the Europeans have 
e.xpressed interest in join- 
ing in pannership with 
these businesses in order 
to guarantee the sale of 
Jonlinian products in 
European inurket.s. 

During a meeting previ- 
ous to that of.the farmers' 
association.. Head of the 
JP.A Munidouh Adwan 
presented the minister 
with a list of dilemmas 
which local farmers avow 
they face. 

Director General of the 
.Agricultural Marketing 
Orsunisuiion (AMO) Dr. 
Safem Lawzi also attend- 


ed the meeting. 

.Xleanwhile. earlier rhis 
week. .Mr. Lawzi 
announced that Lebanon 
will abide by the pruvi- 
swiHs ot a protocol signed 
with Jordan last Septem- 
ber regarding the 
exchange of agricultural 
products. 

He also announced that 
Lebanon will not place 
any re.striciions on the 
number of pruduct.s 
exported from the King- 
dom nor will it require an 
adv ance permit for the 
entry of said crops to 
Lebanese markets. 

Dr. Lawzi told the Jor- 
dan Times that these 
agreements were insiiiui- 
eD during three days of 
talks held with' the 
Lebanese Minister of 
.Agriculture Samir 

Fakhouri and his senior 
assistants. 

“Jordan will continue to 
export unlimited .squash, 
eggplant, pepper, beans 
and onions from now until 
.April 1997 and, tomatoes 
us of the beginning of 
1997 as delineated by (he 
agricultural protocol,'” Dr 
Lawzi added. 

“In view of unusually 
warm weather iii 
Lebanon, the country has 
been producing its' own 
agricuiiurai ' products, 
prompting the Lebanese 


govcrnmeiii to ban 
imp*.irtN from Jordan 
unless impori licences 
were issued 111 .klvance.” 
lie said. 

This measure has natu- 
rally .idverscly .ifl'eeicd 
JorJ;in\ e'.pi'ris to 

Lebanese markets. Dr. 

Law zi said and reiterated 
that this prompted an 

emergenev visit to Beirut 
to resolve the situation. 

He cautioned Jordanian 
evponers to ship excellent 
quality products in rea- 
sonable quantities to 

Lebanese markets so as to 
avoid tloi'ding Lebanon 
with crop surpluses which 
might very well result in 
export resiricilons. 

The .AMO seeks to pro- 
lecl traditional markets 
and open new one.s 
abroad, he said. 

He muiniuined that Jv^r- 
danian exports have 
recently declined, due to a 
reported failure on the 
pan of Jordanian produc- 
ers to produce high quali- 
ty well-packaged products 
capable of foreign compe- 
tition. 

He arilrmeJ that at pre- 
sent between 1.500 and 
2.000 tonnes of agricul- 
tural products are e.xpon- 
ed daily to Lebanese mar- 
kets. 


^HAT'S QOING QN 


CHRISTMAS E\^ 

i 

Christmas eve Euchurisi ui the Church of the Holy 
Redeemer m 11:00 p.m. (Tel. 1113759). 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Products uf the Jordan Design 'and Trade Centre of 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation at the .Movenpiek Hotel and 
resort. P^ra. until Jun. 10. 

* ''Special show* and .sale of Chri.stmus crafts al the Jor- 
dan CnUis Centre t.Alavdi), Jabal .Ammon. Second Circle 
(Tcl. 644555), until Dec. 31. 

* Christinas special oi the Jordan River Designs show- 
room (hand-made ornaments and decoration), Jabal 
Ammon. First Circle (Tel, 6l30Sl/2i. until Dec. 31. 

* Works by SpanLsh painter Clara .Amudo at Instiiuto 
Cervantes Jabal Amman until 1 .5 Jan. 

* Exhibition of colourful gifts and crafts designed by 
Andrea .Ataila at the Jordan Design and Trade Centre of 
Noor A! Hussein Foundation. Wadi Saqra Street (Tel. 
699141/2). until ion. 10. 

* Works by several artists emiilcd "The .Artist and the 
Environment” by sev<md artists at .Alia An Gallery, Jabal 
Ammon, until 3U. 

*Work.s of small paintings by Jordanian and .Arab anisis 
at Baiudrui Art Gallerv, Gardens Si. (Tel. 087598 1 . until 
Jan. 14. 

Water colour W'orks by Jabbor Mijbil entitled 
"DeeJared Hunchc.s” at Orfali Art Gallery, Umni Uiheina, . 
until Dec. 25. 

* Work-s by ten contemporary Indone.sian artists emi- ' 

tlevl “From Scripts to Abstraction” at the Jordan Nation- ' 
al Gallery of Fine .Arts (open daily except Tuesdays 1 . until 
JoiL 12. I 

* Painuog exhibition by Hind Nasser at (he Jordan .Arts 
and CnifLs Cenire/.Arti.san 2 , Jabal .Amman (Tel. 64785S>, 
until Jan. 10. Also displaying a regular exhibition of arts 
and crafts and Christmas items. 

*Djsplay of Christmas gift items at the Bani Hamida 
Hou.se, J;*al .Amman (TeL 658696/7) until Jan. 2. 

* Works by Rula Al Shuqairi at Dorai .Al Funun. Jabal 
Wcibdcli. until Jan. 4. Also dispLiv ing worLs by cxiniem- 
porary .Arab aritsis. 

* Works on the life of .Andre Marlaux al the French Cul- 
tural Ceoire. Jatol Weibdeh. umil Dec. 24. 

*Cba^ics^' computer e.xhibition by Ismuil Shammom 
al Abdul Haineed Shoman Foundation, Jabal .Amman, 
until Dec. 24. 


CHRISTMAS EVE MASS 

WILL BE CELEBRATED AT 
THE MEMORIAL OF MOSES 
ON MOUNT NEBO 

ON TUESDAY 24TH DECEMBER 1996 
AT 8:00 P.M. 

ALL ARE WELCOME 


Radio Jhaek 


Authorized Distributor 685657 



Main Branch 
Cardens St. 


Toys Shop (Soon) 

Alahlia-Abela Sweifleh Branch 
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Zairean army launches 


counter-attack 


GOMA, Zaire fAFP) — 
Zairean govemmem troops 
have launched a counter-of- 
fensive against mainly Tutsi 
rebels who have seized key 
towns and a large swathe of 
the easr of the country, the 
rebel leader said Monday. 

Laurent-Desire Kabila, 
head of the rebel alliance, 
said the government troops 
bad begun their counter- 
attack Saturday in the Bunia 
region, close to the Ugan- 
dan border. 

“There are increased num- 
bers of tregularl troops in 
Bunia and offensives from 
Bunia towards Beni (further 
south). It is a counter-offen- 
sive. The attacks began the 
day before yesterday. We 
are continuing to resist." 


Mr. Kabila continued, ap- 
pearing relaxed and smiling. 

The town of Beni, which 
fell to rebels at the begin- 
ning of December, is some 
200 kilometres north of Co- 
ma. capital of North Kivu 
province, which is in rebel 
hands. 

Kinshasa authorities must 
“cease the military adven- 
ture. They must come to the 
negotiating table. We do not 
agree with violence. We ^ 
pacifists." Mr. Kabila said 
in an interview at the luxuri- 
ous villa of Zairean Presi- 
dent Mobutu Sese Seko in 
Goma. 

“We are warning Mobutu 
and his army against the 
nonsensical use of violence. 
Our riposte will be dispro- 


portionate. We are here and 
we are ready for them. It 
will be a pleasure to wel- 
come them," he threatened. 

Mr. Kabila further ac- 
cused the French govern- 
ment of assisting Mr. Mo- 
butu's counter-attack, say- 
ing: "Of course Mobutu re- 
ceives military help from 
France." 

He also claimed that for- 
eign mercenaries were 
based in Kisangani, 500 
kilometres west of Goma 
and Kindu. west of Bukavu. 
which are the two vanguard 
points of the Zairean array’s 
military riposte. 

"Some columns ore head- 
ing towards the north. But it 
is not the mercenaries who 
will win this battle," he 


rebels 


said. 

Mr. Mobutu, Zaire's lea- 
der for more than three de- 
cades, returned to Kinshasa 
last Tuesday after four 
months in Switzerland and 
France for prostrate cancer 
surgery and convalescence. 

He promptly reorganised 
the military, naming a new 
chief of staff, and giving 
Zaire's political leaders a 
deadline of Monday to 
come up with a “crisis gov- 
ernment." 

On Saturday. Mr. Kabila 
told a radio broadcast the 
very idea of a Zairean array 
offensive was “the product 
of the most simplistic imag- 
ination." 


Ugandan army reportedly kills 
500 rebels on Zairean border 


KAMPALA VAFP) — 
Ugandan government 
troops have kill^ some SOO 
rebels and captured SO oth- 
ers in heavy fighting in the 
mountainous western Kase- 
se district near the Zairean 
border, military sources 
said. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Geof- 
frey Muhesi told Monday's 
New ^^lsio^ newspaper that 
the army had also encircled 
remaining rebel forces, 
whom he put at more than 
700 men. He said he be- 
lieved the war would soon 
he over. 

About 5.000 troops, sup- 
ported by heavy artillery, 
have been shelling rebel 
hideouts in the Ruwenzori 
Mountains straddling the 
Ugandan-21airean Irarder 
since Dec. 16, according to 
the state-owned New Vi- 
sion. 

An army lieutenant was 
also killed and 11 other go- 
vernment soldiers were 
wounded, according to re- 
ports. 

The paper said the rebels 
have set up camps in the 
mountains, about 600 kilo- 
metres west of the Ugandan 
capital, after withdrawing 
from rear bases in Zaire, 
which were overrun by 
Zairean mainly Tutsi rebels. 

The Kinshasa government 
accuses Uganda of support- 
ing the Zairean rebels, 
known as the Banyamu- 


lenge. They are fighting to 
oust President Mobutu Sese 
Seko, w'ho returned to the 
country last week after a 
four-month stay in Europe 
for cancer surgery and con- 
valence. 

The Ugandan army claims 
that it has surrounded a 
rebel force of around 800 
men. said to have entered 
Uganda from Zaire a month 
ago. 

Meanwhile, Uganda’s Ro- 
man Catholic Primate. Car- 
dinal Emmanuel Wamala, 
has again urged the Kam- 
pala government to embark 
on peaceful means to end 
the spreading insurgency in 
the country. 

In a signed Christmas 
message released here 
Monday, Card. Wamala 
said: “The plight of many 
brothers and sisters in 
Uganda is a matter of con- 
cern to us. The spilling over 
into our country of the dis- 
turbances and wars in 
neighbouring countries 
should not be allowed to 
continue." 

Card. Wamala appealed to 
Ugandan leaders to find a 
peaceful means of improv- 
ing relations in the region, 
an indirect reference to 
Uganda's ties with neigh- 
bouring countries which ac- 
cuse it of fomenting rebel- 
lions.* 

Uganda accuses Zaire of 
supporting the Ugandan 


Allied Democratic Front 
(ADF) rebels, a combina- 
tion of the fundamentalist 
Tabliq Muslims and rem- 
nants of the National Army 
for the Liberation of Ugan- 
da (NALUj, which first 
invaded Uganda from Zaire 
on Nov. 16. 

Uganda also accuses Su- 
dan of training and arming 
rebels of another group, the 
Lord’s Resistance Army 
(LRAj, led by former Ro- 
man Catholic catechist Jo- 
seph Kony. 

The LRA has been battling 
govemmem troops in north- 
ern Uganda for the past 10 
years to overthrow President 
Yoweri Museveni's regime 
and to replace it with a gov- 
ernment based on the Biblical 
Ten Commandments. 

Uganda also charges that 
Sud^ supports a-iother re- 
bel group, the West Nile 
Bank Front (WNBF). led 
Junta Oris, a fonner foreign^ 
minister in the ousted dicta-* 
tor Idi Amld's regime, 
which operates in northwest 
Uganda, accusations which 
Sudan has denied. 

Khartoum in nira claims 
that Kampala backs John 
Garang's Sudan People's 
Liberation Array fSLPA) 
which has been fighting 
Khanoura for the past 10 
years to end domination of 
the mainly Christian and 
animist southern Sudan by 
the Arabised. Muslim north. 


Australian mass murderer 
stripped of inherited fortune 


HOBART, Australia (R) — 
An Australian court 
stripped Port Arthur mass 
murderer Martin Byant of a 
fortune worth over one mil- 
lion Australian dollars 
($795,000) Monday, a 
month ai^er sentencing him 
to life in jail. 

The court ordered Mr. 
Bryant to surrender his as- 
sets, inherited four years 
ago, to the Tasmania state 
government for liquidation 
and distribution among the 
survivors of the shooting 
massacre of 35 people at a 
tourist spot in the island 
state last April. 

“I welcome the decision. 
His considerable assets 
should be available to assist 
the many victims of his 
crimes," Tasmanian Attor- 


ney-General Ray Groom 
said in a statement. 

Mr. Bryant. 29. confessed 
last month to unleashing 
modem Australia's worst 
mass murder among the 
ruins of a fonner penal co- 
lony at Port Arthur on April 
28. 

He shot dead 20 people 
within two minutes at the 
peak of the massacre, firing 
on them at point blank 
range as they sat eating 
lunch in a tourist cafe. He 
ignored all pleas for mercy. 

The Tasmanian Supreme 
Court heard later that Mr. 
Bryant was a jobless loner 
who had the mental age of a 
child and nursed a deep 
grudge against the world. 

He laughed at times dur- 
ing his sentencing bearing 


and still refuses to divulge 
his motive. His assets inc- 
luded a large house and a 
share in the estate of local 
loneiy Empire Tattersall. 

iVIr. Croon' said Monday 
the asset-sale proceeds 
would be held in trust and a 
committee would advise on 
their distribution to the 
scores of people physically 
and mentally scarred by the 
killings. 

Monday's court ruling fol- 
lowed the Tasmanian parlia- 
ment's approval late last 
month of special legislation 
enabling prosecutors to 
seize Mr. Bryant's as.sets. 

The murders drew outrage 
across Australia and led to a 
nationwide ban on rapid- 
fire weapons. 


Belgian police hit snag in 
mine search for children 


BRUSSELS (R) — Belgian police have hit 
a snag in their search for a possible secret 
cell in a disused mine complex where con- 
victed child rapist Marc Dutroux might 
have held victims. 

Acting on statements by Mr. Dutroux and 
his second wife Michelle Martin, police 
have been searching the complex in the 
suburb of Jumet in the sou±westem town 
of Giarleroi since Dec. 13. 

But they hit problems when a stairway 
they believed would lead straight to the 
central tunnel of the complex at a depth of 
24 metres proved inaccessible because of 
rubble and concrete. 

'The stairway which leads to the gallery 
is inaccessible." Gendarmerie spokesman 
Guy Souihoy told reporters. 

He did not rule out police trying again at 
a later stage to work dieir way through the 


rubble. 

He said chat on the basis of indications 
from former miners, police were now main- 
ly pinning their hopes on a newly-found 
floi^ed cellar. 

“The cellar is the the most important we 
found today but because of the darkness we 
cannot do anything about it now." Mr. 
Soumoy said. 

He said water had first to be pumped out 
of the cellar and additional equipment 
brought in. 

"We now have to see whether there is a 
passage from the cellar (to the tunnel com- 
plex')," Mr. Soumoy said. 

Commander Johan Dewinne, who head.s 
the body identification team of the 
Gendarmerie, said an air current from the 
cellar indicated that there was another 
entrance to the tunnels. 


UNHCR: 
Over 
300,000 
Rwandans 
return from 
Tanzania 

NAIROBI (AFP) — Al- 
most 50,000 Rwandan Hu- 
ms remraed from Tanzania 
over the weekend, bringing 
the total number of refu- 
gees to go home in the past 
10 days to more than 
300.000. the United Na- 
tions said Monday. 

By mid-morning Mon- 
day. a stream of 15,(X)0 for- 
mer refugees had crossed 
±e Rusumo River. Bridge 
between the neighbouring 
countries, the U.N. High 
Commissionen. for Refo- 

Nairobi reported . > . ' . . 

On Saturday),^0.354 Hu- 
ms went home to the small 
central African nation, do- 
minated since 1994 by the 
Tutsi Diinonty following a 
successful rebel insurgency 
by the Rwandan Patriotic 
From (RPF). But the num- 
ber of returnees fell Sunday 
to 19.471. laigely because 
of heavy rains in north- 
western Tanzania's Ngara 
region, where the roads 
refugees are using lead to 
the border. 

U.N. aid workers last 
week said that all the refu- 
gees in Tanzania, who be- 
a mass exodus after 
Tanzanian authorities or- 
dered the closure of their 
camps, could be home by 
around Christmas, as hun- 
dreds of thousand.s more 
joined the long trek from 
exile. 

Anne- Willem Bijleveld 
of the UNHCR then said 
the repatriation of the more 
than 500,000 Hums in 
Tanzania would be almost 
over by Monday. 

The refugees fled to 
Tanzania after the 1994 
genocide in Rwanda, when 
Hum extremist militias and 
then government troops 
slaughtered more than h^f 
a million Tutsis and moder- 
ate Hums before tite RPF 
seized power in Kigali. 

In Paris lost week. Hu- 
man Rights Watch/Africa 
called on Dar Es Salaam 
"immediately to halt the 
use of force" in uiging the 
refugees to return and to 
drop an ’^arbitrary dead- 
line" of Dec. 31 for all dis- 
placed persons to have left 
the counny. 

Tanzania has agreed, 
however, to maintain 
camps for about 2(X).000 
Hutu refugees from Burun- 
di. south of Rwanda, which 
is gripped by its own civil 
war between the Tutsi- 
dominated army and Hutu 
rebels. 

The mass exodus of re- 
fugees from Tanzania fol- 
lows the remm of more 
than 6(X).000 others from 
eastern Zaire after mainly 
Tutsi Zairean rebels 
launched an uprising in 
October. 


Hong Kong governor refuses 
to help China-backed legislature 


HONG KONG (R) — Hong 
Kong's colonial Governor 
Chris Patten Monday 
refused a request by future 
leader Tting Chee-Hwa to 
support the interim legisla- 
ture Gtina will install in the 
territory when the -British 
depart next year. 

Shipping magnate Tung, 
emerging from his first 
meeting with Mr. Patten 
since being chosen on Dec. 
U by a China-controlled 
committee to head Hong 
Kong from next July 1. told 
reporters that Mr^ Patten 
flatly refosed to provide any 
help to the new legislature 
in the run-up to the transfer 
of sovereignty to China. 

"I brou^t up the wxirk of 
the Provisional Legislature. 
I hope Mr. Patten and the 
Hong Kong government 
can give help," Mr. Tung 
told reporters outside Go- 
vernment House, Mr. I^t- 
ten’s residence. 

“But. Mr. Patten's position 
was very clear. I didn't suc- 
cessfully convince him." 
Mr. Tung said. 

Both men emerged from a 
M/2 hour meeting to ex- 
change hearty handshakes 
and make brief sp^hes to 
the press, but inentioned lit- 
tle else of what transpired 
behind closed doors. 

Describing the discussion 
as "long and constructive." 
both said they agreed to 
meet in the future when the 
need arose. 

Mr. Patten, looking seri- 
ous next to Mr. Tung, man- 


aged the occasional smile 
for photographers but 
turned to lead Mr. Tung into 
a wuting car immediately 
after his successor complet- 
ed his short speech. 

Neither of them took 
questions. 

Monday’s meeting was 
conducted under a cloud of 
strained Sino-British rela- 
tions after China snubbed 
British objections and went 
^ead last Saturday with 
naming the provisional leg- 
islature that will replace the 
current elected Legislative 
Council (Legco) when 
Hong Kong -returns to 
Chinese control 190 days 
from now. 

The interim assembly was 
designed by China to re- 
verse electoral reforms that 
Mr. Patten Introduced um- 
laterally in recent years. 

The move came under an 
international spotlight after 
British Foreign Minister 
Malcolm Rifkind Friday 
challenged China to let the 
World Court rule on the 
legality of the new assem- 
bly. 

Mr. Patten also lashed out 
at the new lawmaking body 
Saturday, calling its ap- 
pointment by a 4(X)-mem- 
ber Selection Committee "a 
bizarre farce” add a “stom- 
ach-churning" process. 

"What it shows about 
China is that, here it is tak- 
ing over responsibility for a 
first world economy but 
they're trying to foist on 
U.S. political institutions 


which a third world country 
would rejecL" Mr. Patten 
had said. 

“Here we are having foist- 
ed on U.S. institutions 
which, frankly, you would- 
n't tty to run a tennis club 
with." he said. 

China, however, has 
warned Britain against ere 
ating problems and to keep 
out of Hong Kong's affairs 
after the handover. 

".After 1997. Hong J^ng 
will be an internal s^air of 
China. No foreign countries 
can interfere with China’ 
internal affair,” China's en 
voy in Hong Kong, Zhou 
Nan. told reporters. 

“Whether Britain wants to 
accept my advice is up to it. 
But if it wants to create 
more new trouble. I don't 
think it will be out of the 
ordinary," he said Monday 
at a public foncrion. 

The controversial new bo- 
dy is dominated by pro-Bei- 
jing figures, including 33 
incumbent lawmakers and 
many politicians who lost to 
pro-democracy candidates 
in the 1995 Legco election. 

The Democratic Party, the 
biggest .single winner in last 
year's election with 19 of 
the 60 Legco seats, boy- 
cotted the creation of the 
provisional body, branding 
it undemocratic. 

The Provisional Legisla- 
tive Cfouncil, as it will be 
known, is to sit from July 1 
until a new le^siature can 
be created via elections. 


Seoul opposition barricades parliament 


SEOUL (AFP) — South 
Korean opposition legisla- 
tors formed a human barri- 
cade in parliament Monday 
to block the passage of a 
controversial government 
bill aimed at bolstering the 
power of intelligence 
agents. 

C)pposition legislators, 
divided into groups, locked 
the sp«^er in bis office and 

-movernent of rulir^' party 
members who are tryhi^ to 
reopen the year's last parlia- 
mentary session, witnesses 
said. 

The blockade in parlia- 
ment came after the ruling 
New Korea Party rejected 
an opposition demand to 
scrap the bill aimed at 
strengthening the investiga- 
tive power of the Agency 
for National Security Plan- 
ning (NSP). 

Ruling party legislators, 
who maintain a slim major- 
ity. called for dialogue after 
their entry into the main 


conference hall was denied. 

The stalemate started last 
week when the opposition 
blocked the bill's passage, 
contending it is designed to 
"Intimidate students and 
activists and gag the news 
media” ahead of next year's 
presidential election. 

Hie security agency, for- 
merly known as the Korean 
CTA whose m^n job is to 
coi^K^r’"N6rth Korean 
espionage.-i^oiTs, been 
used-'as a tool to stifle dis- 
sent by South Korea's past 
military-backed authoritari- 
an regimes. 

President Kim Young- 
Sam, a former dissident, 
reduced the agency's power 
drastically when be took 
office in early 1993. 

But Mr. Kim ordered his 
cabinet to strengthen the 
nation's anti-espionage net- 
work following the incur- 
sion by a North Korean sub- 
marine with 26 infiltrators 
aboard in September. 

The ruling party has de- 


fended the bill as necessary 
to cope with heightened ten- 
sion between the two Ko- 
reas. which are technically 
still at war. 

On Monday, college pro- 
fessors, dissidents and civil 
rights activists joined opposi- 
tion parties and demanded 
the government d^ the bill. 

"We wilJ organise protests 
if the ruling party railroads 
' the , bni 'through" parlia- 
' menC a group of 545 col-' 
lege professors declared in a 
joint statement, accusing 
the bill of lacking a nation^ 
consensus. 

In a separate statement an 
alliance of 207 dissidents, 
religious and civil rights 
activists condemned the bill 
as an "anti-democratic step 
turning the clock back on 
history." 

“The proposed amend- 
ment is designed to return to 
the cloak-and-dagger poli- 
tics that military dictator- 
ships employed in the past*' 
they said. 


5. Koreans ‘trial of century’ 
heads to Supreme Court 


SEOUL (R) — South Ko- 
rea's “trial of the century" 
headed to the Supreme 
Court Monday after pros- 
ecutors challenged sen- 
tences against fonner Pre- 
sidents Chun Doo Hwan 
and Roh Tae-Woo as too 
lenient 

Mr. Chun and Mr. Roh 
decided they would not 
seek to overturn verdicts 
imposed by an Appeals 
Court on charges of mu- 
tiny, treason and comip- 
lion. 

The Appeals Court last 
Monday commuted Mr. 
Chun's death sentence to 
life in jail and slashed Mr. 
Roh’s prison term to 17 
years from 22-1/2 years. 

"We won't appeal. Pre- 
sident Roh doesn't want 
to cause any more worries 
to the public over this 
incident” said Mr. Roh's 
lawyer Han Young-Suk. 

Mr. Chun’s lawyer. Lee 
Yang-Woo. said: “Presi- 
dent Chun doesn't want 
to disgrace the country 
with the troubles of histo- 
ry when it faces difficul- 
nes at home and abroad. 
It won't help the coun- 
try's interests to continue 
the trial.” 

But prosecutors said 
they would pursue the 
disgraced one-time heads 
of state [0 the highest 
appeals court in the coun- 
^ along with 13 others, 
including former presi- 
dential aides, ex-generals 
and businessmen. 

“Even though Chun and 


Roh decided not to 
appeal, we have no reason 
to follow their decision." 
Senior Prosecutor Kim 
Sang-Hee said. 

"We began the trial with 
clear demands for punish- 
ment and have not wa- 
vered from start to fin- 
ish." Mr. Kim said. 

Prosecutors have all 
along sought death for 
Mr. Chun and life in jail 
for Rob. 

Their decision helps en- 
sure that a trial that has 
exposed the darkest sec- 
rets of South Korea's bru- 
tal past will drag on for 
several more months. 

The convictions of Mr. 
Chun and Mr. Roh relate 
to a 1979 coupr, an army 
massacre that crushed 
democratic resistance in 
1980 in the city of 
Kwangju and illegal slush 
funds they amass^ worth 
hundreds of millions of 
dollars. 

Monday was the dead- 
line to challenge the 
Appeal’s Court rulings in 
the Supreme Court 

Mr. Roh's lawyer said 
the only reason Mr. Roh 
made an initial appeal 
was because Mr. Chun 
wanted to overturn his 
death sentence. 

Mr. Chun and Mr. Roh 
are lifelong friends, and at 
their trial comforted each 
other by briefly squeezing, 
hands as they stood side- 
by-side in the dock. 

Mr. Chun was president 
from 1980-88 and Mr. 


Roh succeeded him until 
1993, when current Presi- 
dent Kim Young-Sam 
took office. 

Cases involving a total 
of 24 people, including 
Mr. Chun and Mr. Roh, 
will be reviewed by the 
Supreme Court after ap- 
peals either by them- 
selves or prosecutors. 

Prosecutors are chal- 
lenging acquittals of two 
businessmen, Hanbo 
Group honorary chainngn 
Chung Tai-Soo and Lee 
Kyung-Hoon. former pre- 
sident of Daewoo Corp. 

Daewoo Group Chair- 
man Kim Woo-Choong 
and Dong Ah Group 
Chairman Choi Won-Suk 
have appealed against 
suspended prison terms 
imposed by the Appeals 
Court. Their original sen- 
tences called for actual 
jail time. 

No appeals were filed 
against Jinro Group 
Chairman Chang Jin-Ho's 
suspended jail term. 

The Supreme Court will 
review cases involving 14 
former generals who 
stood trial with Mr. Chun 
and Mr. Roh on mutiny 
and sedition charges. One 
was acquitted. 

Rounding out the ap- 
peal.s, cases against four 
former presidential aides 
Including Mr. Roh's chief 
bodyguard, will also be 
challenged. 


Chinese 
premieres 
Russia visit 
to pave way 
for summit 

BEUING (R) — China's 
Premier Li Peng leaves for 
Moscow this week on a trip 
aimed at boosting econom- 
ic liitics and paving the way ■ ' 
for a presidential summit 
next year. 

While politics will take a 
back seat on Mr. Li's visit, 
both China and Russia 
stand to gain in a delicate 
balancing act of their polit- 
ical ties with the West, ana- 
lysts said Monday. 

‘Trade will be the main, 
item on the agenda,” smd . 
Lu Nanquan, deputy ctuef 
director of the Russian 
Studies Centre of the CWr 
nese Academy of Social 
Sciences, a top think tank. 

'‘Both sides need to see' 
an improvement in eco- 
nomic ties." he said. 

Mr. Li, who starts his 
three-day visit Thursday, . 
could become the first for- 
eign leader to meet Mr. 
Yeltsin since the Russian 
president's return to work 
Monday from heart sur- 
gery. 

Mr. Yeltsin's press office 
said a meeting was possible 
given the huge imjwrtance 
Moscow gives to improvr 
ing ties with China. 

Officials of both sides 
have said that econoihic 
ties have failed to keep 
pace with the rapid imp- 
rovement in political links 
between the former rivals 
for the leadership of the 
world Communist move- 
ment. 

Two-way trade was a 
modest S6.3S billion in the 
first nine months of this 
year, only a small portion 
of China's nearly $2IX) bil- 
lion worth of trade over the 
same period. 

The two nations are still 
haggling over big-ticket 
from oudear« 
pTanis to a natural^ pipe» 
Lipdj.and Mr. Li's visit may 
rioi*'yieId a breakthrough, 
analysts said. 

But both sides are hoping 
to see enough progress to 
seal a deal when Chinese 
President Jiang .Zemin 
meets Russian counterpart 
Yeltsin in Moscow next 
spring. 

Russian officials in Bei- 
jing said there was still a 
wide gap between the two 
sides on a previously ag- 
reed on plan for China to 
buy Russian nuclear tech- 
nology. 

Beijing wants the multi- 
billion dollar deal to use as 
little cash as* possible while 
Moscow, badly in need of 
hard currency, is pushing 
for a more generous pay- 
ment. 

China has said it would 
switch the site of a nuclear 
plant using Russian tech- 
nology in a move that is 
expected to make the pro- 
ject more commercially, 
viable and ease some of the 
financial concerns, analysts 
said. 

Russia is looking to make 
headway on a plan to build 
a pipeline to cany Siberian 
natural gas to China while 
it is also seeking a role in 
this country's huge Tbree 
Go/ges Dam project. 

Officials and analysts 
said the visit also will have 
a political theme. 

While the two sides need 
to foster their relations with 
the West they must also de- 
monstrate some indepen- 
dence to strengthen their 
hand domestically and on 
the international stage. 

*fhe Russian government 
has come under pressure 
from its Communist and na-- • 
tionalist opposition, alike to 
abandon what is seen as a 
pro-Westem stance and re- 
new its ties with the former 
ally of ihe Communist era. 

for the expansion. . 
or the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation to include 
some ex-Communist st^es 
of Eastern Europe have 
^so added new pressure 
for Moscow’s leadership. ‘ 
"Russia's foreign policy • 
can no longer be pro-'Wesr 
tern or pro-£astern. it 
should be pro-Russian," a 
senior Russian Foreign Mi- 0 
nistry official told Reuters 
in M0.SCOW. “In the ideal 
world it should have tninyj- 
cards to counterbalance 

any outside pressure.”" 
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Britain condemns 
suspected loyalist 
bomb attack 


BKI-K-AST IR> — Britain 
Monday condemned a 
suspected Protestant 

oaerrilla attack that sent 
Uie Northern Ireland 
peace process into crisis 
hut refused to say if il 
would mean expulsion of 
loyalist parties from peace 
talks. 

Pro-British loyalists, 

who base ohsersed a two- 
year truce In their 
against Cathoiic Iris-h 
nationalists, svere svidely 
blamed for Sunday's 1 hk>- 
by>trap bomb that w<iun- 
ded a wclUktiow-n Irish 
Kcpuhlican. So fur no 
group has admitted the 
attack. 

''Whoever did this did j 
disgraceful and disgusting 
act and one which has to 
be iinequivically conde- 
mned.” Britain's Nor- 
thern Ireland Secretary 
Sir Patrick Muvhew told 
BBC Radio. 

Sir Patrick declined spe- 
cifically to blame loyalists, 
but he indicated suspicion 
centred on the extremists 
who kiiicd hundreds of 
minority Catholics during 
u 25-year war to presert e 
British rule in the 
province. 

"WhtMver it is has to he 
condemned. There is no 
way by which violence 
can play a part in the 
affairs of our democracy.” 

Sir Patrick said he did 
want to anticipate whe- 
ther the car bomb repre- 
sented the ending of the 
loyalist truce, which poli- 
ticians say would almost 
certainly result in their 
political afTUiales being 
expelled from current, 
multiparty peace talks. 

”We have a procedure 
...which enables the con- 
tinuance of a party to be 
raised in the talks, and it 
is then forthei British and 
frish Kepublic) govern- 
ments to decide whether 
or not they have flagninl- 
ly breached the principles 
of democracy and non- 


violence,” Sir Patrick 
said. 

”it would be a classic 
act of foliy, aparl from 
wickedness, if they (the 
loyalists) went back to 
violence because they 
have brought upvin iheir 
politicui parties great 
influence and kudos 
through their continued 
ceasefire.” 

The uttack which in- 
jured Kddie Copeland, a 
25->eur-ok1 Irish Repub- 
lican. was widely Sven as a 
reprisal for un attack, by 
Irish Republican Army 
I IRA I gunmen in a chil- 
dren's hospital Friduy. 

1*he 1R.\, fighting to 
oust Britain from Nor- 
thern Ireland, wounded a 
policeman acting as a 
bodyguard for a promi- 
nent ProCvsiant politician 
who was visiting his 
M.'ven-year-old son. 

P«)litical sources in Bel- 
fast .said the loyalist guer- 
rillas', who called their 
truce ill October 1W4 in 
nis-poase to an IR.A cease- 
fire. might have intended 
the 'attack as u une-oiT and 
might avoid any admis- 
sion of responsibility 
which cuuld lead to their 
political allies losing their 
seats in the peace talks. 

The lR.-\ ended its cease- 
fire last February with 
bombs in mainland Bri- 
tain and its Sinn Fein 
political wing has been 
refused a place at the 
peace talks. 

“I would hope that both 
sides will show restraint 
in the coming days. I cer- 
taJoly hope people will lis- 
ted,” commented Irish 
Foreign Minister Dick 
Spring. 

"The one thing we do 
not want to do U to get 
back to tbe tit-for-lat 
kilUngs that we had in 
Northern Ireland down 
through (he years.” 


Kremlin ahead in 
Sunday regional polls 

MOSCOW i.Ri — Regional governors bucked by President 
Boris Yeltsin took a nurrow lead in local elections Sunday 
and (he hniihcr of maverick poliliciun .Alexander Lebed 
won the )x>ll in a district of western Siberia. 

Bui CuininiiniM leader Gennady Zyuganov iiisisteJ Monday 
that the results were "a compleie succe.s.s*‘ for the opposition. 

The rcNulis. published hy Russian news agencies 
Mumluy, showed that foemlin ;i 4 >potniees took the gover- 
norships in six of tlie IS regions holding such |wlls. Two 
other Rrcinlin appointees will be favourites io second 

round voie.s. 

Candidates from the Communist-led Union of Nanonul 
and Patriotic Forces, which groups Communists and other 
oppi»siiion forces won in four regions and were strong in 
iwtv where run-off votes were due. 

The Kremlin and the opposition have each claimed .suc- 
cess ill previous rrginnal dccrion.s. which .select local gov- 
ernors who ilieii sit on the Federation Council upper house 
of puriiunicnt. 

Mr. Zyuganov told a news conference that the opposition 
would he able to expand its nuUunul power base as a result 
of its gains in recent weeks. The opposition, which already 
dominates the Slate Duma lower house, has said it is dose 
lu winning control over the Fedeniiiun Council. 

Bui the KrcniJin .says most of (he new'ly elected gover- 
nors are either governnieni supporters or. at the least, are 
nut hardline opponents. Presidential Chief-of- Staff Anatoly 
Chubais lu-s said he wants a prugniaiic. apolitical coopera- 
tion with the regions. 

Sever.ll Coiiimunist-backcd new governors have 
ap()eared on platforms with officials from Mr Chubais's 
Kremlin odininiscraiinn, pledging their willingne.ss to Ui-ofk 
with the government. 

One independent candidate was elected in Khakassia in 
'Western Siberia, where vuicrs chose independent Ale.tei 
IjcbeJ. die brother nf former .Secuniy Council Secretafv- 
.-Mexaiider Lebed, in a run-ofl. Kremlin olticials said earlier 
this niunlh Oiat Alexei Lebed had a "consiruciive position.” 

.Mr ^'elisiii .sucked .Alexander Lebed in October, accusing 
him of harbouring presidential ambitions and splitting the 
Kremlin team. 

In (he vast hu( thinly populated diaiiiund-rich Republic of 
Yakutia, reformist incumbent President Mikhail Nikolayev 
was reelected in a runoff vote. 

Governors directly appointed by My. Yeltsin won tn the 
Arctic Arkhangelsk region, in Chukotka across the bering 
.strait from Alaska, in Taimyr in Siberia, Perm in the Urals 
and the Volga region Ulyanovsk. 

Opposition candidates won in central Russia's Kostroma 
and Ryazan regions, in Chelyabinsk in the Urals, and Ln the 
fertile agricultural region of Kra.snodar in southern Russia. 

A total of SS regional polls have been held so far and 41 
govcniors have been elected. 


Primakov: NATO enlargement 
is ‘dangerous’ for Russia 


TEHRAN i.AFPj — Rus- 
sian Foreign Minister Yev- 
geny Primakov warned here 
Monday that the enlarge- 
ment of the Nonh Atlantic 
Treaty Orgunisaiion 

(N'A'1X>) waj, “ijangerous’* 
for his country. 

*The possible cxpan.sion 
uf NA1*0 risks dividing 
Europe and Russia by no 
means likes this prospect.” 
Mr. Primakov told a pres.s 
conference before winding 
up hi.<> two-day visit here. 
“It is a dangerous phenome- 
non for Russia.” 

The issue of N.ATO en- 
largement was also raised 


earlier m a meeiins between 
Mr. Primakov and Iran's 
Parliamentary Speaker .Ali 
Akbar Nalcg’h Nuri. 

•Mr. .Nategli .Nuri praised 
Russia lor oppissing .N.ATO 
enlargement. savtng it 
would prevent L'.S. "mi'- 
chief' in the region. 

''\X'e appreciate Ru'sia'- 
firm stand against ihe expaii- 
sioR I'll' N.ATO as It pre\eu!' 
the L'niieJ States from aeiine 
mischievously in ce.’Ural 
.Asia,” (he speaker reportedly 
lold Mr. Primakov. 

The foreign ministers of 
NATO countries decided 
this month to hold j sumniit 


in July decide on new 
members. The Czech Re- 
public. Pi.iLmJ and Hungary 
are widely viewed 'as the 
iroiurunners lor early ad- 
mission 10 .N.ATO. 

But Russia reiu.seJ Iasi 
Week to participate in an 
exelusngc ol liaison olTicers 
'•V ilh N.ATO and wiirned lhai 
cnlargenieni could spark a 
return lo the cold war. 

Iran is at political oJJ«< 
With the United States and 
tries to ciimiain Washing- 
ton's innucrice m the re- 
gn^n. W'j.shifigion for its 
part accuses Tehran of 
sptiitsoring World terrorism 


and seeks u* isolate it. 

But Mr. Primakov .said his 
country was oppo.scd to isvs- 
lating a "big and imponani 
Country as Iran” and con- 
Jenme’d the United States 
for "Its r^jccnt acts of pro\ o- 
king tension in the region." 

The Washington Post 
reponeU Sunday that U.S. 
officials were mulling pc*s- 
sible responses — pvilitical. 
economic or military — if 
invesiigutivins prove bexond 
doubt that Iran wu.s behind 
the b»:>mbing ot a U.S. ntili- 
lary barracks in Saudi 
.Arabia In June in which 19 
L'.S. serx icemen died. 


Yeltsin returns to Kremlin ‘ready for battle 


MOSCOW t.AFPi — Rus- 
sbn President Boris Yeltsin 
returned to the Kremlin 
Monday declaring chat he 
was "ready for battle” after 
nearly six months' absence 
through illness and major 
heart surgery. 

•Mr. Yelisin. wearing a 
heavy black winter coat and 
fur hat. arrived at his offi- 
cial residence in the Krem- 
lin in a Mercedes at 
a.m, (0640 GMTi and told 
waiting repiMters: “I'm rea- 
dy for banle. 

"I'm in a good mood and 
feel good” Mr. Yeltsin .said, 
after being greeted by a 
commander of the Kremlin 
Guards. 

“Of course, my first task 
is to tackle salaries, pen- 
sion.s. the armed forces and 
a number of other issues.” 
Mr. Yeltsin added. 

Mr. Yeltsin. 65. has con- 
valesced in hospital and va- 
rious rest bome.s and coun- 


try dachas since hi- i^uintu- 
ple heart bypass operaiii.>n 
on Nov. 5. 

He ia.st put in an appear- 
ance at the Kremlin on .Aug. 
22. but left a few Jjxs later 
on holiday. 

Earlier this mvmth. Ru A will 
was swept by a naitLxnv. iJe 
eoalininers' strike and :nil- 
licms uf others workers have 
al.KO dentanded urgent pay ■ 
nient of wage- which haxe 
been delayed f<'*r .months. 

.Asked by Journalists 
Monday whctlicr 1497 
would be J better year tor 
Russians. Mr. Yeltsin rep- 
lied: “Without any doahi.” 

.VIr. Yeltsin lias been 
largely absent fn.«m public 
affairs since suffering a 
heart attack on the exe of 
his redection to the presi- 
dency on July w hich cux e 
him a nexv four-year man- 
date, until 2000. 

Kremlin spoke.smon 
Sercei Yasir/henibsky said 


Mr. ^'eiism planned tu meet 
his Chief Ilf Slalf .Anaiuly 
Chubais and several other 
top aides Monday. .Mr. 
Yeltsin wilt meet Prime 
.Minister \lkior Chenicmiyr- 
dm 1'iiesdax. he added. 

Mr. ^'elisiii pledged in a 
telex isiiin address Friday to 
be .in 'jeiixe and enereetie 
rresiJeir.. and warned lup 
i.'tTieials lltal he w*.iu[d run 
euaj'iteiiatiee any slauk WLirk. 

i):i the e\e ol .Mr. Yeltsin s 
return. max enek retired 
General .Alexander Lebed. 
saeV.ed by Mr. Yeltsin as 
naiioiijl seeuriiy adxisor in 
(lieicb.T amid a Kreiulm 
pi'Wer struggle. suiJ he con- 
sidered the Russian leader to 
be Us.' sick to run the cviuniry. 

Gen. Lebed also said Mr. 
Yeltsin had begun drinking 
liquor again. 

.Asked In a BBC interview 
how much work ,N|r. >’cllsin 
could undenake. pioneering 
U.S. heart sureeon Mieltucl 


Dehakey. who acted a.s con- 
suliant tt< Mr. 't'elisin's sur- 
geons. said; “.A reasonable 
xvorkloud. maybe eight 
hours a da.\. is all right." 

LV. Debakex said .^lr. 
Yeltsin should continue to 
be "monitored for another 
nu»nth or si.\ weeks." 

He also xx“amed that the 
Russian leader should keep 
any eviRsumpiion vtf alcohol 
"iin a mcKJerate level." and 
warned :igainsi “the custom 
ot [oa.siing throughout the 
meal" during Russian new 
year celebrations. 

During Mr. Yeltsin's ab- 
sence. speculation has been 
rife that .Mr. Chubais has 
been increasing his poxxers. 
and that Mr. ^'eltsin's youn- 
gest daughter Tatyana Dya- 
chenko has been playing a 
key pV'iitieal role in briefing 
her lather on afl'uirs of state. 

Both figure.s advised Mr 
Yeltsin during his reeleciion 
campaign. 


Burundi rebels declare Christmas truce 


NAIROBI f^AFP) — Hmu rebels fighting 
Burundi's Tutsi-dominuted army Monday 
declartd a Christmas and New Year truce to 
run from midnight that day for 1 1 days. 

The unilateral truce was announced by 
the main Hutu re|^, mover^e^c,' .the 
National Council ..fqr.t the Defence..', of 
Democracy (CNdtl),|..in a K^menf 
released in the Kenyan capital Nairobi. 

It is the first time the CNOO has official- 
Iv colled a Christmas ceasefire. 


However, a leader of the nvovement told 
AFP “we enforced a truce on the ground 
l&LSi year without announcing il.” 

The CNDD declared “a general truce of 
1 1 days from midnight Monday Dec. 23, 

1 996, until midnight Friday, Jan. 3. 1 997, 

' to allow the Burundian pec^le to celebrate’ 
Christmas and the New Y'ear in gladness 
and peace,” CNDD leader Leonard 
Nyangoma wrote. 


Pro-govemmeni rally set for Belgrade today 


BELGRADE lAFP) — The 
Serbian uuthoriues ure mur- 
bhalling ihcir support after 
more than a month of opposi- 
tion demonsmaions. culling u 
rally of their own in Belgrade 
Tuesday, ihe official Tanjug 
Nexv's Agency said Monday . 

The rally is due in be held 
ut the same time as the doily 
opposition demonstration. 


and an opposition spokes- 
man expressed fears that 
there could he wnfroniuiion. 

Up to 2(KMNKJ opposiiivsii 
supponer.s have been pro- 
testing daily oxer the autho- 
rities* refusal to rccvxgnise the 
results i»f Non. I? local elec- 
tions. in which the opposition 
Together Coalition won con- 
trol of 1 5 out of IS main 


towns and cities, including 
Belgrade. 

Dcmon&u-aiion.s in .support 
of the authorities begun in the 
provinces Iasi week in 
respvvnse. '' 

Tanjug News'’ Agency said 
that a pro^gvwcmmem rally 
would lake place Tuesday in 
the centre of the city, jccvxrding 
to the or.'onisers. 
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JOIN THE CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS 

— 

AT FORTE GRAND AMMAN 



.At the Andalusia Restaurant a special candle light dinner accompanied 

txy Chrisima.s Carols from our Austrian Folkloric 
group. Our China Town Chinese Chef ha.s created 3 



O.i 


at 


Bar 


will 


take 


Jugglers 

vou TO the early hours. One special 

Christmas Cocktail Free on arrival. Book before 
24/12/96 and receive a surprise present! 


fo'rte 

GRAND 



P O.BoX Aaniiv-m U 1 10 Jnrd.in Td 9b2 6 fv}65l 1 962 6 67-i26l 

Forte Grand and-Le L 

Other veur area include Le Meridien Dama.scus, Le M^iflien Uiliaku. 

Other Helinpolis. L<* Meridien Cairo S Fone Grand Pyramids 

Tcutvl cotnpaniun of Air France 


THIS PHONE IS FOR YOU...! 




Fasdink just maiJe bujing a st\jish Motorola Flare cellular phone much 
easier. For juseJD 299, you gci a phone, a baiter\' and a charger. 

All phones come with a one )'car warranr\’ and fall under Fastlink's 

unique loaner program. 


Don't Let Life Slow You Down. 

For more infonzudon, 

pltfOse call us ar S63750 or 1 1 1 on x^xur cellular. 
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Jerdtan Mobfa JWipfioM Servteas 
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Proper way to act 

THE PRONOLINCEMENTS made Sunday by 
deputies at the Lower House of Parliament . about 
the Kingdom's ties with Israel reflect the general 
mood of the people who are becoming increasingly 
frustrated by the policies of the new Israeli govern- 
ment. Two years after the signing of the Jordan- 
IsraeJ peace treaty, support for the peace treaty is 
declining, not increasing as had initially been the 
case. 

That Is not surprising. In fact, it is a natnral out- 
come of the course the peace process has taken. 

When the peace treaty was signed, Jordanians 
hoped for a new peaceful era in which countries of 
the region would work together for the betterment 
of their people's life. The peace treaty was thought 
of as a link in a chain which will eventually bring 
comprehensive peace to the Middle East and end the 
suffering that Israel Is causing to the Palestinians 
and Lebanese people. But that did not happen. On 
the contrary, the only thing Israel has been doing 
since the formation of its Likud-led government 
this summer is give people more reason to doubt its 
wilUngne^ to live in peace with its neighbours. 

Israel has reneged on its promises, confiscated 
more Palestinian land and is pursuing an expan- 
sionist policy that is threatening the whole peace 
process. Israel is killing the hope for peace. 

Not many should thus be surprised when they 
hear deputies calling for a halt of the normalisation 
process' w^th.I^el. Jordanians, however, need to 
;Teaiise that abx»gating the peace tr^ty and severe 
ing diplomatic relations with Israel is not necessari- 
ly the best way to react to Israel's irresponsible and 
provocative policies. As far as Jordan is concerned, 
peace is a strategic option that can only be realised 
and enhanced by positive engagement with the 
Israeli people and government True, the Israeli 
government could be pressured into changing its 
antagonistic positions through a variety of measures 
that could also include popular campaigning against 
further normalisation and against doing business 
with Israelis. While the government cannot go back 
^ on the peace treaty, nothing can stop the people 
from taking action on the popular level that would 
signal to Israel Jordanians* unwillingness to deal 
with Israel unless it recognises the rights of all 
Arabs, honours ite commitments and does what it 
takes to achieve the comprehensive peace that 
Jordanians seek and their country have made 
numerous sacrifices for. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for Al Ra'i daily called for on intemaiion- 
al conference, to be attended by Arab states and major 
world powers, to examine the situation in the occupied 
Arab territories in light of Isrud's intransigent position 
with regard to peace. Sultan Hanab said that since its 
assumption of power in Israel, the rightist political bloc 
led by the Likud Pan>' has been acting in a manner that 
could only ruin the peace process, has been pursuing 
efforts for building settlements on confiscated Arab 
lands and has taken repressive measures against the 
Palestinians. The world is witnessing the unacceptable 
behaviour of the Likud-led government and its drive to 
ruin any chance for pe^tceful coexistence in the Middle 
East region, something that should motivate the Arab 
leaders to call for such an international conference to 
study ways of addressing the situation before it is too 
late and before tension is escalated, leading to open 
conflict between Israel and the Arab countrie.s, contin- 
ued the writer. He said that Egypt can lead the way in 
such an endeavour and urge the world powers to con- 
vene such u conference where the Israeli actions can be 
further exposed and pre.ssure can be e.xerted on its gov- 
ernment to comply with the requirements of peace. 

AL DUSTOLU daily saw' in the resumption of U.S. 
envoy Dennis Ro.s.s' mission in the Middle East a total 
failure, saying there is no point in such a mission os 
kmg as Israel holds all the cards in the Middle East 
peace process. The shuttle diplomacy and the media- 
tion efforts of Mr. Ross are futile and the talks he is 
holding with the Palestinian and Israeli leaders will not 
yield any fruit, said the paper, noting that ..le Israeli 
intran.sigence is delaying the arrival at a final settle- 
ment. The paper cited a statement by former U.S. 
Secretary' of State Warren Christopher, before Mr. Ross 
embarked on his mi.s.sion. in which he said that it is the 
Palestinian.s who are delaying a sectiement and that they 
should offer concessions to Israel so that peace can be 
achieved. This .statement, said the paper, reflects the 
official American position which is entirely bia.sed 
against the Palestinians: in light of this bias, one can 
e.xpeci nothing from .American mediation and Mr. 
Ross’ mission. The paper expres.sed apprehension that 
in his second mandate as president. Bill Clinton will 
display lurtlier tendency towards supporting the Jewish 
state and will exert pre.ssure on the Palestinians to make 
them succumb to Israel's desires. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


Slam dunking through history, Asia, 
Islamdom and Harvard Square 


IN A recent article in the April 1996 issue of the Journal of 
Democracy entitled '‘Democracy for the Long Haul", 
respected American scholar and Harvard Professor Samuel 
P. Huntington makes important observations about 'third 
wave" democracies — those states in Latin America. 
Europe and the developing south that have adopted demo- 
cratic systems in recent decades. The article t$ pertinent to 
the Middle East because so many states in this region are 
experimenting with governance sy'stems with various 
forms of participation, pfuralism and accountability — the 
three elements, in my mind, that are necessary for democ- 
ratic, effective governance, whether we call it democracy, 
shura. liberalism, modernism, constitutionalism or any- 
thing else. 

The intellectual depth and relevance of Prof^or 
Huntington's analyses are as powerful as even but they are 
also still matched occasionally by his peculiarly American 
combination of ignorance and arrogance in dealing with 
the rest of the world. 

Professor Huntington says that newly democratising 
societies face three cornmon difificulties; a) elections often 
cause politicians to appeal to ethnic, tribal and religious 
constituencies, and thus can promote communalUm and 
ethnic conflicts: b] democratisation can promote aggres- 
sion and foreign wars: c) democratisation often quesritMis 
authority in general and promotes an amoral, laissez-faire 
or "anything goes" atmosphere, leading to increased drug 
use. crime and perhaps disintegration of family and other 
forms of collective authority. 

Huntington then goes on to say that third wave democra- 
cies face several common internal dangers: a) tl^ "red 
return" (the return to power of former communists and 
other autocrats I. b) the assumption of power through 
democratic means of groups or parties commiued to anti- 
democratic ideologies (he mentions Isiamisis in Algeria 
and Turkey as possible e.xamples). c) e.xecutive arrogation. 
“which occurs when an elected chief executive concen- 
trates power in his own hands, subordinates or even sus- 
pends the le^slature, and rules largely b>' decree," te.g. 
Argentina, Venezuela. Colombia and Peru), and d) the 
advent of partial democracy, whereby democratically 
elected governments abridge political and civil liberties, 
limit press freedom, harass opposition members and rebuff 
the claims of minorities. 

These sound poiius ore generally anchored in empirical' 
fact and experience. His last point, however — that two 
alternatives to democracy have emerged in the postn:om- 
munist world: Islamism and Asian authoritariaiiism — 
sees Huntington wander into the awkward landscape of 
confusion and nonsense. By juxtaposing democracy as a 
political governance system with the largely culture-based 
values of Islamism and Asianism. he renecLs the tendency 
of triumphalist Americanism to hold itself up as an 
inevitable model for others to follow, and even as a uni- 
versal validating concept to which ail .societies one day 
will have to submit themselves for assessment, ^roval dr 
rejection. He concludes his essay by saying: "In some cir- 
cumstances. authoritarianism may do well in the shott 
term, but experience clearly shows that only demoenKry 
produces good government over the long haul." 


Oh. really? Which, and whose, experience? The United 
States, pans of Europe and other happy lands since the late 
18th century? Cenainly. democracy and capitalism have 
combined in these lands to generate one of human histo- 
ry's most extraordinary bursts of urbanism, technological 
energy, stability and rising living standards for the majori- 
ty of one's population — though the.se achievements were 
heavily fuelled — juiced, they might say in Cambridge — 
by the problematic parallel Western phenomena of colo- 
nialism. imperialism, racism and other forms of mass sub- 
jugation and — gulp — oDti-democratic practices directed 
mainly against non-whites. non-Christians and non- 
Atlantic rim lands. The experience of the rest of the world 
is far richer and older than pan-Atlantic modernism, and 
should not be dismissed so quickly or axiomatically bun- 
dled in with authoritarianism if it does not bit home runs, 
for democracy's and America's team. 


“This region people seem to value 
dignity more than democracy — as 
expressed in our newly emerging 
form of Oriental democracy in 
which collective Oriental cultural 
habits are much more meaningful 
and important than modern indi- 
vidualistic democratic rights and 
practices.” 


The idea that Western-style democracy is a model that 
we should ie^ from, absorb and eventually copy in its 
broad lines is the intellectual and cultural equivalent of 
missing a slam dunk in basketball by hitting the ball on the 
rim and watching it shoot out of bounds a^ve the glitter- 
ing hairbands of screaming yet embarra.ssed cheerleaders: 
Professor Huntington was hovering over his target and 
ready to finish with an impressive flourish, to the acclaim 
of tdl: but he faltered in the end for the same reason that 
basketball players occasionally miss their slam dunks — 
they lose their focus and concentration, they wander 
beyond their proven capabilities or expertise, and/or in the 
end. they aim to entertain more than to be purposeful or 
truthful in their professional endeavour. 

The facts on the ground in the Middle East, and probably 
other parts of the south, suggest not that democracy and 
kslamism/authoritarianism are pitted against one another in 
a post-communist tug-of-wor for universal adoption. They 
suggest, rather, that gradual transformation due to eco- 
nomic or political pressures is generating a new hybrid that 
1 would c^i "Oriental democracy" — a synthesis of super- 
ficially adopted Western democratic norms (elections, 
politick parties, a free and varied pre.ss. an indepen^m 
judiciary; etc.) with the more credible and deeply 


entrenched Oriental traditions of conimunally-configured 
patriarchal and oligarchic governance jb^ed on values 
that are primarily cultural, rather than reli^ous). 

If we examine countries in this region that have expen- 
enced some form of liberalisation or even democransatjon 
— sav. Jordan. Egypt, Oman, Kuwait. Ub^on, Yemen, 
Iran. Morocco and Turkey - we notice the 
common denominators: a) none of the m(^m, Wesrem- 
stvle democratic institutions have resulted in any substanT 
live, meaningful or lasting change in state ideologies or 
oolicies. b) power todav, as two or three decades ago. 
remains primarily in the hands of prevailing obgarchi« 
that combine the political. tribaL commercial and secunty 
elites wi± the important religiou.s elite and the less impor- 
tant intellectual and cultural elites, and c) the v^t majem- 
ly of people in these countries appears satisfied with this 

situation. , ^ - 

The demand of most people in these ancient lands is not 
for democracy — much as this may disappoint democrats 
here and in Harvard. The majority demand is for the modj 
ern state to deliver the same son of protection, rttpect and 
identity that have been provided for thousands of years by 
the premodem forms of governance and communal con- 
figuration. This region's people seem to value dignity 
more than democracy — as expressed in our newly emerg- 
ing form of Oriental democracy in which collective 
Oriental cultural habits are much more meaningful and 
important than modem individu^isric democratic rights 
and practices. The quest for dignity comprises an ancient 
indigenoui* combination of. among other things- person^ 
rights, a sense of justice that allows people to have their 
views heard, reasonably good governance, fair access to 
the ruling elites, a sense of security, an abiliiy to improve 
one's quality of life through personal initiative, the ability 
to change dishonest or poor quality leaders, and reasonable 
freedom to express one's cultural, ethnic, religious or trib- 
al identity without threatening the identities of others in . 
society. 

Many of the processes and dangers that Profe.ssor 
Huntington describes about democratising .societies con be 
seen in numerous Middle Eastern states. He has done 
world a good deed in analysing many of these issues in . 
such a neat, accurate and usefuF form: he has emphasised 
hi.s few shortcomings, though, by repeatedly, and 1 believe 
wrongly, juxtaposing democracy with Islamism or 
Asianism. and by hopelessly mixing up governance .sy.s- 
tems, religious values and cultural norms. Democracy, 
Islamism and Asianism are not and should not be analysed 
as opposing or incompatible forces. The historical, cultur- 
al. moral ^d intellectual roots of many key Westemr 
democratic and capitalist concepts — in^vidual rights, 
codified laws, contractual obligations — con be traced 
back for centuries and millennia in Arab. Islamic. Middle 
Eastern and Asian societies. Our challenge is not to drive 
these traditions further apart but to bring them closer 
together. A deeper, more accurate, less imperial and less 
ideologised appreciation of the Islamist and Asianist phe- 
nomena might suggest that these are not democracy's 
enemy, but in part its older spirit, and in port its estranged 
brother. 


Cyprus — an unsolved problem that only breeds ^diplomatic tourism 


' By G. H. Jansen 

THE ADAGE "too many cook.*: 
spoil the broth" perfectly 
explains the present state of the 
Cyprus problem even though 
this i.s not a large or complicat- 
ed pnoblem involving large 
numbers of people: for the 
number of Greek Cypriots on 
the island is 600.(XK) and the 
number of Turkish Cypriots i.s 
I0Q.(KK). to which has to be 
added an estimated 70.000 
mainland Turkish settlers 
brought in since 1974: 770.0i)0 
persons in all. 

And yet there are no le.ss than 
nine imemaiionul peacemakers, 
all trying to solve this quite 
minuscule problem. These gen- 
tlemen come from the United 
Nations, the United States, the 
United Kingdom, the European 
Union. Luxembourg. Finland. 
Sweden. the European 
Conimi.sslon and France. A di.s- 
tinct oddity is the presence 
among these mediators of a 
South Korean (the U.N. envoy) 
dealing with this "complicated" 
dispute. And the rank of these 
envoys is rising. 

Last summer, the U.S. sent its 
U.N. ambassador — now 
Secretory of State Madeleine 
Albright — to Nico.sia .nnd next 
week British Foreign Secretory 
Malcolm Rifkind is due to visit 
the island. (The South Korean 
is a former foreign minister and 
the Finn a former prime minis- 
ter). 

It is not even that Cyprus 
poses a difTicuIt problem, 
involving delicate points of 
international law. b^au.se, in 
essence, it is quite simply a 
mauer of invasion and occupa- 
tion. accompanied by what is 
now called "ethnic cleansing" 
of Greek Cypriots from 
Turkish-controlled areas. 

The basic reason why there is 
such a plethora of do-gooders is 
because the Westem-dominated 
world community does not 
want to know the rights and 
wrongs of the problem and to 
act according to well-estab- 
lished principles of iniemation- 
al law or impase a solution in 
conformity with U.N. resolu- 
tions on Cyprus. 

On the ground, there is a 


nominally-independent entity 
rn the northern one-chiixl of the 
island that calls itself "the 
Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus" tTRNC) and which 
shares a capita). Nicosia, with 
the interoaiionally recognised 
Republic of Cyprus, in the 
south. The short and simple 
remedy, put forward in UJ4. 
resolution.s. is the removal to 
the mainland of the Turkish 
invaders and settlers. 

Since no country except 
Turkey has recognised the 
■'TRNC, which is shunned by 
(he international community, 
the latter clearly knows were 
legiiimacy lies but is also reluc- 
tant to upset the "TRNC's" par- 
ent body, mainland Turkey. It i.s 
this amoral amUguiiy that jeo- 
duces the small tribe of rm^ia- 
(ors. And the world community 
cannot make up its mind 
w helher or not it .should contin- 
ue to deal normally with 
Turkey. 

There is a variety of reasons 
why the world community can- 
not make up its mind ;^ut 
Turkey. This leads the ewnmu- 
nity to waver between Greece. 
Turitey's antagonist which sup- 
ports the Cyprus Republic, and 
Turkey. And ntx only over 
Cyprus bur over sever^ other 
territorial issues that have 
brought the two owmries close 
to war this year. 

The West hus taken no deci- 
sion because the geographic sit- 
uations. su-aiegtc advantages 
and historic behaviour of one 
side are balanced against ihose 
of the other. Turkey is. feu- 
instance, a much larger and 
militarily stronger cnun&y than 
Greece. So it ha.« both (CTriiori- 
al and strategic advantage. But 
Turkey has not been a reliaWc 
ally. Greece (ou^t olmigsidc 
the Western allies in both world 
wars. Turkey fought with 
Germany against the allies in 
World Wot I and remained 
stubbornly neutral in World 
War II. even after being offered 
and accepting the territcHia! 
bribe of Alexondreua. a Syrian 
lerriiory, from the French. 

Both countries joined the 

U.SAIJ'i. miliiar)' 

Korea, though the Turkic con- 
tribution was much larger than 


that of Greece. Both countries 
are members of NATO, to 
which Turkey was admitted 
most reluctantly becau.se 
Europe — that is Western 
Europe — has never considered 
Turkey truly "European" and 
still does not do so. During the 
cold war. Turkey was much 
more enthusiastically anti- 
communist than WU.S Greece 
and in general Turkey has been 
more pro-American, more sub- 
servient and Jess fractious than 
an uppity and independent- 
minUeU Greece. 

Neveriheles.s. Turkey ’.s popu- 
lation is .seen by Europeans as a 
large mass of underdeveloped 
Mu.slim.s. racially and ruli- 
giou.sly alien to the Christian 
West of which Greece is. indu- 
bimbiy. not just a part but the 
nxH and source of the common 
Christian culture. Because of 
this cultural gap. Turkey can be 
a useful ally, but not a full 
member of the European fami- 
ly. the European Union, which 
Greece is. although Turkey has 
been granted generous eco- 
n<miic conccssion.s. 

After the collapse of the 
Soviet Union. Turkey's .star 
seem^ to be on the rise as 
there was a great deal of talk of 
Turkey serving os the European 
gateway to the Islamic and 
Turkic republics of Central 
Asia. This w.'is always an unre- 
al dream and has now. very 
largely, been quietly forgotten. 

In spile of these factors and 
the balancing act performed by 
Europe between Turkey and 
Greece, the West is reluctant to 
tackle Turkey on Cyprus. 

This reluctance, indeed, 
rcfu.sal. was displayed at the 
recem .summit meeting of the 
Organi.salion for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe which 
accepts Turkey as a member 
witlioui enforcing the organisa- 
tion's own prohibition against 
members occupying the icnito- 
ty of another country, as is the 
case, riagrandy, of Turkey in 
Cyprus. 

That, indeed, has been the 
general attitude of Western 
Europe and the U.S. towards 
Turkey: that the Turks arc .nul 
desirable friends and allies, 
particularly becau.se of their 


poor human rights record, but 
are valuable because of their 
considerable militoty strength 
and geographic .situation. 
(Greece has never used the 
counterargument that- if Turkey 
is valuable as a forward ba.se 
again-si Russia and Islam. 
Greece is no les.s valuable a.s a 
rear base and ba.siion). 
Furthermore, the Europeans 
cannvn but be flattered by the 
Turks’ fervent wish to be 


"Europeans." a wish planted in 
them by the Father of the 
Nation. Kemai Ataturk who 
despised and rejected the Asian 
rooLs and background of the 
Turkish people. 

It is because “much might be 
said on both sides" in favour of. 
as well as against. Greece and 
Turkey that the Cyprus is.sue is 
deadlocked, su.spended and 
unresolved. So mediator after 
mediator is brought in. every 
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one without result. Indeed, 
Greek Cypriots now say the 
real reason for the mediators' 
presence in Cyprus is the 
sunny, warm weather the island 
enjoys — "diplomatic 
tourism." Funhenmore. a spell . J 
of duty here gives mediators 
from countries where English is 
not the mother tongue the 
chance to improve their spoken 
English which is the lingua 
franca of the island. 


Jordan has industrial potential 


To the Editor: 

I AM WRITING in re.spon.se to the column 
written by Dr. Fahed Fanek, "Services, which 
generate 151^ t>l' the jobs, should be support- 
ed" (Jordan Unie.s. Dec. 22. 1996). 

Dr. Fanek .stated that .since no positive 
results were noticed after 25 years of bias 
lowanis industry, it is now time to shift atten- 
tion towards services. He goes on to state that 
industry is always “capital imen.siv'e" and does 
not hire more than 25 percent of the manpow- 
er in the country. 

As someone in chai^ie of running one of 
Jordan'.s leading holding companie.s, under 
which wc have established various industrial- 
and service-oriented operations, mainly with 
U.S. and European investors. I wa.s distressed 
by this article not only because of several ill- 
made judgement, but also because it came 
from one of Jordan's most valuable econo- 
misLs. Dr. Fanek. He is most influential within 
the circkvs of policy making, and is often con- 
sulted on lh\.*se matters. I believe it i.s most 
imponant to study accurately his argumenLs. 

Dr. Fanek .states that a lot of attention and 
the lion's share of rcsource.s have been dedi- 
cated to industry for the po.st 25 yeur^ and thaL 
after ail. the results are not promising. 

I believe that all industrialists in Jordan will 
agree that it was only in the la.M five years that 
the government's policy towards industry 
changed. In fact, beft>re the last decade, it wa$ 
even impo.ssibie to obtain a licence to set up an 
industry. It was very difficult lo have forei«>n 
investors. There were no exemptions allocated 
to induMty. There were taxes on expons. 

The fantastic change in the last five years 
can be attributed to a distinctly more 
favourable attitude and policies that have tan- 
gible resuius that can be measured by the data 
available from the Investment Promotion.s 
Corporation. 


Dr. Fanek *s argument can thus be demon- 
strated to be fiindumemally flawed. In fact, 
even this year, there have been tax cuts on raw 
materials, expansion ot industrial zones, a 
green lane for customs and many other tech- 
nical developments that demonstrate this cur- 
rent go\emment*s commitments to having 
re.sulLs in more mainly export-iiriented indus- 
trial projects. 

According lo Dr. Fanek, pre.sent indastries 
employ less people, pro-ram as to percentace 
of GDP, than .services. Unfortunately, he *is 
judging tuiure strategies rather than mention 
reahlie.s on the ground. Dr. Fanek's projections 
of the future should focus cm the indiLSiries that 
have been set up in the five years and that 
demonstrate sound economic feasibility as. 
well as a subsiomiol contribution to Jordan, 
both economically and socially, and not on the 
obsolete indu.siries based on import substitu- 
tion. His views, when applied to old. defunct- 
industries wuh old technology, bad manage- 
ment and only local market sales, could verv 
well be right. But a.s we all know, the retd 
chance for Jordan’.s future is expon-based 
industry The Cairo summit placed an etnpha- 
S 1 .S on thj.s andmoM of our international con- 
sultants tell us. time and again, that we need to 
f«us on export as it is Jordan's major compei- 
«tive advantage. 1. personally, am a proud 
ex_^rter to Europe and the United States 
I here IS need to continue ea.sjng procedures 
or indu.stry. tn help us be more e^r^ienl. and 

LT trade agree- 

he H “‘>«onrv will 

and ^f^? ? «mp^illve 

OmarSalah. i 
Amman. 
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Dinosaurs ’ death mystery solved 
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Sieve Connor 

!HF M^^STER^■ .•! h.-w 

ilk* dmotaiirs he.amc 

vruiiki inii> finaliy 

iwn sk'Kcsi. Scieiii;sts 
.ifs' ii« publish iho »u»si 
c.in)p-‘!ling L-'.iJv-ikV Vt-I 
(liaf J eiani jsicroul Im 
ihe Fainh uMh die rorce 
>•[ Jti.iK.wj hydfirecn 
homhs. creaimg a gluba! 
■jjUslear uinrer” iImc 
killed <di Ehe prchi^uiriv' 
leviaih-nis. 

A delailfJ gei'ioeiea) 
sitp.ev llie suhiik-reed 
i'l.jsi /line where ihe 
.:srer>>:tl evpiodeJ has 
foiiiiii that Ms Lr.iicr must 
ha\c iHJcn al !ea.si 125 
iiiiles left's knn .Js'iii'ss, 
n'..iknvj 11 l.irec eijniieh 
111 ejeei siiificienl dusi 
and itchris lo h|iu.k oui 
sLiiilijIn fur ‘.w"<er.il 
iimnllis and k.,^ Jesiroy 
ihree-i/uariers oi ihe li'. - 
mo tirij.inisms. 

The t'lnal ineasuie- 
meiils ir{ ihe eraior. 
whidi siraJillcs the suas: 
>i| 'he N'ueatau [vninsuia 
HI MeMs'o. s'onkl show it 
lo Iv Up to 2<Mi miles 
isv> knti Ml lii.imckT 

V. iiieh Wiiiiid ineai: the 
eoliisioii (O million yc.irs 
.lOii v.s'uld have been >nl- 
tideiU to turn the ivaeans 
.leidie and eausc ihe 
mass eMMieiion ol' 
mjnne hic. 

Rritisli researchers 
o 'lulucied seismic e.\psT- 
iinenis at ilie site tins 
siiinmci and have discov - 
eied all unusual ccoloyi< 
eal lauh that cuts alxml 
2tt miles into ihc Hanh's 
crust They Ivlieve the 
iauli was piohiihly creul- 
al by the cnonnous 
forces' released when an 
asteroid of aK<ut six 
miles i in kill! in diame- 
ter crashed al alviul 

:n.tK«) mpU. 

Calculations of the 
fault's diincnsions show 
that it slices through the 
Iianh at an anyle to 
einerec netir the surface 
o2 miles fruin the 
crater's centre. Dr Jo 
Moreau, one of the 
Study's prineipal scien- 
lisi.s'ut Imperial College 


o! Scieikv, Technology 
and Medicnve in London, 
•-aiil this shows tlk* crater 
itsell c.iiiiioi he siniiilei 
than 125 miles w ide. 

"\\c ssoeld ilcliniteiy 
have had enuiieh muck 
Iteic (o cause coinpicie 
de\asUiiion. Tlie mini- 
mum estimates arc three 
months oi djiki'icss, so n 
■‘'‘•ujj have lumed o!f 
piuiii isy nthcsi- ibr that 
time, li Wtuild Ik* ilevus- 
(atine lor sonieihine a.s 
bie .Is dinoN.iurs." she 
s;ud. ^ 

"Dmos.iuis ih.ii were 
alive at the time woiild 
have been really easy u> 
kill oil in lha! they 
dependeJ on j constant 
turn} source because tliev 
were very laree. Small 
ilniies that could hlbcr- 
naie stood a inui.h bcUer 
cli.Hice.*' 

.'.r^nimcnis iv.er wlijt 
caused the demise of the 
dinosjurs have .•■aeed lor 
years .,rjil have spjwjieil 
di.i/ens of possible ev|i!.i- 
rialiMns, rany'ine ti'om 
slipjvd discs in the 
diiKisaurs' backs to 
decre.iseJ sevua! acliviiy. 
!««’d jVi.iM-.riUic. sijtia- 
iti'M .Mid ^'cner.il sinjiidi- 
ty 

Sueecsiiuns ih.n it wjs 
due to a massive nieie- 
v'nte impact were lirsl 
seriously inoviicd in the 
e.irly ly'stts when Waller 
and Luis Alvarez, a 
I'athei-and-son team I'l 
geologists from ihe L'ni- 
vei'sity ot California al 
Berkeley, were siudying 
sediincniary rocks' in 
Italy that were fonneil b 5 
million years ago. 

1 iicy 'detected a layer 
ot iridium, an element 
abundant in meieorues 
hut extremely rare on 
Earth, at this boundary 
layer — :t finding that 
was .subsequently * con- 
llrmed at 100 other litca* 
lion.s around the world. 

.Although at that lime 
they did not know where 
in the world (his asteroid 
crash'landed. they esti- 
mated from the amount 
of iridium deposited in 
the luvei of clav that it 


was about six miles 
wide. 

lew ye.us later a 
team oi oi] pros|H.-ijor.s 
survey ino olf ihe coast ol 
Mexico iiolieed an 
unusual anomaly in grav- 
iiation.il .iiid inaunetie 
tlcids .It the Siicaunt 
Feiiiiisnla. 

llie swirling, eonecn- 
II ic images that :ip|X.Mred 
on ilieii eompulci 
screens sueeesteii a huge 
suhinerueJ crater more 
than hall a mile vleep ihai 
had been lllied in by sed- 
iniem. 

Subsequent drilling 
siroiiuly suegesieil lhai it 
XV .IN a liuee crater. Some 
scientists helievcil ii was 
Jess than ilKt miles 
.icinss. while Olliers 
ihoiiglil it ciHild be up to 
ihree limes this si/e. 

Core samples taken 
during drilling revealed 
that nodules oi' gi:iss-like 
rock from the crater 
mulched similar samples 
lound in Haiti. Inniilreds 
oi miles away. I'liis sug- 
gested iliai the eraiei had 
been caused by a liugc 
ejection o| iiiolieii mater- 
ial. 

lix.icl Jimensioii.s ol 
Ihe craiei, however, were 
needci! to coiilinn 
vvhcilicr the impact 
c.iused enough material 
lo be' elected lit cause ihe 
catastrophic global cool- 
ing. 

I'arliei this year an 
iniernalional team of sci- 
enlists Ironi Britain, the 
United Stales and Cana- 
da let olf a series ol' 

1 ,.5txi coiiipre.ssed-air 
explosion.s Irom research 
.sliips cruising off the 
Yucatan coast lc< measure 
rhe seismic rellcciions 
from (he undcrgrounkl 
crater. 

U was during the analy- 
sis iTthl.s data earlier this 
inoniii when sciciiiisis 
from imperial College 
discoverokl the unik|ue 
geological fault deep 
under the crater indicat- 
ing it could not Iv small- 
er than 125 miles acro.s.s. 

Dr. .Mike Warner, an 
invesiisaior with (lie 
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study, said the ttuisi like- 
ly explanation for the 
fault is that it was eaiiscJ 
during the impact to mil- 
lion years ago. “li puts a 
lower limit on the si/e of 
the crater. We can sax 
from that one feature that 
the crater must he at least 
that big." lie said. 

In .iddiiioii to culling 
out the sunlight, the 
impact ol the asteroid 
pik>hably eiceted massive 
qiumittk's of acidic parti- 
cles into the atmosphere 
that fell as ruin, turning 
ihe oceans acidic. 

The asteroid would 
have smashed through 
(he atmosphere and hit 
Haiili ill a fraction of a 
second, vaporising on 
impact. Earthquakes 
W'ould have registcivd 12 
»in the Richter scale. 
1,000 limes bigger than 
the most severe eunh- 


quakes tiiJay. 

Dr. Angela Milner, a 
dinosaur expert at the 
.Vjlural Hisiivry .Museum 
in l.i'iKlon. sjid that 
dintxsuurs had already 
Iveii ill decline for at 
least N intllioii years 
helore the asteroid hit 
E;inh. Earlier. im»re 
gradual climatic changes 
had led to the break-up 
of the large ojvn habitats 
on which ihe bigger her- 
biumnis dimisaurs and 
their predators relied for 
fihXi. 

“Dinosaurs were in 
decline lor at least IS niil- 
iioii years.'* said Dr. Mil- 
ner. *“Ii may well be if 
there was a meteorite 
impact then pcrtiaps the 
extra stress on Ihe envi- 
ronment caused by that 
was the linal straw.*'* 

.Alima with the extinc- 
tion of the dinosaurs, all 


tlying reptiles and every 
J.iige m.irine reptile wiih- 
in the plesiosaurus group 
became cxiinci. opening 
the w jy lor the evolution 
ot large fish, birds and 
other reptiles sueh as 
crocodiles and li/ard.s. 

.Mammals, which sur- 
vived the nuclear winter 
Ivecause they were small- 
er. could hibernate and 
forage tor the dwindling 
fih>d supplies and were 
alsii free lo thrive with- 
out the dinosaurs. .Mam- 
mals then were insignitl- 
cani shrew-like "crea- 
lurcs. but after 65 million 
years have devcli»ped 
Into the dominant land 
animals of today — most 
significamly in’ the form 
ol Homo sapiens. 
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Randa Habib’s 

===== corner 
Message to Santa 

I DON'T know about you, but I love this part of the year. 
Muybe because I am a firm believer in Santa Claus. 
There is something about this sage, white-bearded man 
that makes me feel confident in life. So long as there is 
Santa, there is hope. I keep on telling myself. So. everv 
year. 1 write to Santa about my wishes and my fears, and 
(his year i.s nu exception. Here is my message to him; 

Dear Santa. 

1 know you are a very busy person vvho has to take care 
of billions of people ail around the world, but you would 
agree with me. I am sure, that we de.serve more anemion 
in this pan of the world. .Afier all, this is the land of all 
the prophets. 

We ba.sically yearn for peace and wish to live in har- 
mony with a!! our neighbours. For years, though, we 
w ere denied this hope. And one day, a couple of years 
ago. this dream appeared to come true. But .soon it ston- 
ed to fade away, as the dream was not shared by the other 
pony, seemingly used to nightmares. So we felt cheated 
and somehow robbed of a bencr future. 

>'ou cannot imagine how lonely, and a bit silly, one 
feels still talking about peace, with .such conviction, 
when on the other side, everything is undertaken lo make 
one loose hope. 

Do you think you can put into the head of those who 
stole our dream a sense of tolerance and justice? 

'I'ou .see, i>ur problem is that many of us bet on the 
long-sought peace. Have you noticed how many hotels 
are being constructed in our countiy ? Well, this is fine, 
but at the end or the day. you have to fiil them up. and 
tourists do not come here in times of tension. 

.Also, people were promised that they wilt collect “the 
fruits'' of peace. But the trees are dry. and there is only 
disappointment to reap. 

.So please. Santa, pay more attention to us this year. 
Rekindle our lost dream, distribute parcels of joy and 
reinstate the hope we really need. 


Activists urge 
common stand 


( Continued from page I ) 

West Bank and financial 
disengagement decision 
and the Oslo agreements 
signed by the PLO and 
Israel in 1992 gave u new 
definition to who is a 
“Jordanian and who is a 
PaJesiinian.'’ 

.According to Dr. Tal. 
some people from both 
sides do not consider the 
Jordanian disengagement 
from the West Bank us 
legal and constitutional. 

“They still believe in 
uniiv" between the two 
banks of River Jordan, he 
said. “Some see that end- 
ing the unity announced in 
1951 also meant an end to 
all rights and obligations 
I of people of Puie.siinian 
origin living in Jor- 
dan). ..while some other 
believe that those who 


were registered as resi- 
dents of the West Bank as 
of June 4. 1967 are Pales- 
tinians. 

“Yel some others 
believe that the disengage- 
ment of 19SS meant that 
those residing in the West 
Bank are Palestinians and 
those living In the East 
Bank are Jordanians in 
terms of nationality.'' Dr. 
Tal asserted. 

Despite the differing 
concepts, the speakers 
told Monday's gathering, 
Jordanians and Palestini- 
ans should stand together 
on a joint platform and 
reject division among 
them because any devel> 
opmeni that has any effect 
on either side would auto- 
matieully have an effect 
on the other. 


Newspaper prices increased 


( Continued from page ] ) 

exemption on newsprint. 

That e.xempiion had 
prompted the publishers 
not to raise paces as of 
Jan. I. 1996. 

“The imernuiionaJ price 
of newsprint continues to 
be very high and we a.s 
publishers cannot simply 
afrord to absorb the high 
cost," said Mr. Sharif, 
adding that the prollis of 
publi.shers wem down by 
30 to 35 per cent in the 
last six months of this 
year because of the lifting 
of the tax exemption. 

No immediuic comment 
was available from the 
government. 

“We ore not manoeu- 
vring for any conces- 
sions," said Mr. Sharif, 


adding; “There was no 
alternative to raising 
prices.” 

.According to Mr. Shurif. 
who is also president of 
the Jordan Press Associa- 
tion, newspapers in Jordan 
are the cheapest among 
the countries of the 
region, with the exception 
of Iraq t where currency 
exchange rates are so 
unstable that the actual 
value could not be pin- 
pointed). 

Mr. Sharif pointed out 
that in the Gulf states, a 
2-l-page newspaper costs 
the equivalent of 400 tils 
while the Jordanian .Ara- 
bic dailies, with a mini- 
mum of 40 pages, cost 
150 nis. 


Israel, Palestinians 
near accord 


(Continued from page 1) 

umetahle for promised 
Israeli withdrawals from 
rural area.s of the West 
Bank. 

MEN.A quoted sources 
as saying that Egypt might 
be asked to vviiness the 
signing of an agreement 
as a kind of gu;u‘aniee the 
Palestinians would live up 
to their part of the bargain. 

Earlier .Monday, after an 
all-night .session at Mr. 
.Arui'al's headquarters in 
Gaza City*. Mr. .Arafat’s 
spokesman Nabii Abu 
Rdainoh said tliere were 
“nexv .American proposals, 
some of them acceptable 
to the Palestinians.” 

Mr. Ross .<^d he vxent to 
Egypt to gel its assess- 
ment of the Hebron nego- 


tiations because it. is “a 
pillar of the peace 
process.” 

Meanwhile, Israel 
slightly eased the criteria 
for Palestinians eligible 
for work permits in Israel. 
Palestinians age 28 and 
older w ho are married and 
have at least two children 
will be allowed to apply, 
the army said. 

Previou.sly, only Pales- 
tinians aged 30 and over 
were eligible. Israel has 
said it would issue permits 
to a total of 50,000 Pales- 
tinians. 

Israel’s prolonged secu- 
rity closures bar most of 
the two million Palestini- 
ans in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip from enterins 
Israel. 
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OECD sees Asian ‘dragons’ spitting less fire 


PARIS (AFP) — Eco- 
nomic aciiviiy is set lo 
remain subdued in the 
short-term in the dynam- 
ic Asian economies 
(DAEs). faced with slow- 
er export growth and con- 
tinued tight money poli- 
cies to deter inflation, the. 
OECD has said. 

Growth in the DAEs 
Taiwan. Hong Kong. Sin- ' 
gapore. Thailand" and 
Malaysia — was likely to 
remain low by Asian 
standards this year arid 
next at just over si.x per 
cent, down from seven 
per cent in 1995. it said. 

But activity should pick 
up marginally to nearly 
6-5 per" cent in 1998. 
while inflation was likely 
to remain above 4.2 per 
cent on average because 
of growing labour costs 
reflecting infrastructure 
bottlenecks and shortages 
of skilled manpower. 

in its half-yearly Eco- 
nomic Outlook," the 
Organisation . for Eco- 
nomic Cooperation -and 
Development lOECD) 
al.so cautioned that the 
risk of capital market 
volatility and exchange 
rate pressures "may not 
disappear rapidly" in the 
region. 


- It said that ‘'the possi- 
bility of devaluations 
may arise, leading to fur- 
ther monetary and fiscal 
tightening” 'which could 
entail slower than pro- 
jected growth. 

The report stressed that 
the tightening of mone- 
tary policy in many 
DAEs at the end of 1995. 
following years of brisk 
activity at or above full 
capacity use. appeared to 
be producing the hoped 
for results, "with slower 
growth entailing a mild 
easing of inflation pres- 
suresr 

“This may indicate that 
the DAEs have shifted to 
a more sustainable pace 
of growth.” the OECD 
said. 

In the period immedi- 
ately ahead, the report 
said, a likely easing of 
export expansion was 
likely to exert a negative 
impact on business 
spending plans in the 
region. 

But it considered that 
continued strong spend- 
ing on construction and 
infrastructure projects 
would panially offset a 
deceleration in industrial 
investment. 

The DAEs were also 


likely to benefit from 
gradually accelerating 
export growth next year, 
mainly as a result of ris- 
ing demand from Japan 
and China. 

But. overall, they would 
increasingly have to rely 
on domestic demand to 
maintain growth of out- 
put through 1998, the 
OECD said. 

'It noted, however, that 
rising infrastructure 
spending and robust con- 
sumer demand would in 
part be met by imports, 
which were likely to con- 
tinue growing strongly. 

As a result of these 
trends, the aggregate cur- 
rent account deficit of the 
DAEs was projected to 
stabilise over the next 
two years at just under 
$14 billion, about twice 
the 1995 level. ' 

This reflected a sharp- 
worsening of the five 
economies' overall trade 
balance, which saw their 
combined deficit widen 
from $15 billion in 1995 
to just over $21 billion 
this year, and was pro- 
jected to peak at $26.8 
billion next year before 
stabilising at about $26.5 
billion in 1998, accord- 
ing to the OECD. 


While Chinese Taipei 
continues to run a solid 
surplus, it could be some- 
what eroded, from $12.9 
billion this year to $11 
billion in 1998, OECD 
projections showed. 

The brunt of the burden 
would be bora by Hong 
Kong, with its deficit 
expected to rise from 
$20.9 billion this year to 
$24 billion by 1998. and 
Thailand, whose deficit 
could grow from $13 bil- 
lion to $14 billion in 
1997 before falling off to 
$13.5 billion in 1998. 

Singapore, which has 
faced a S2.9 billion turn- 
round from a surplus last 
year to a $2 billion deficit 
this year, could see a fur- 
ther widening to $2.5 bil- 
lion over the next two 
years, while Malaysia 
was likely to experience 
some increase in its sur- 
plus to S2.S billion. 

The region’s poor 
export performance this 
year — with shipments 
growing by less than 10 
per cent in dollar value 
terms compared with 
1 995 growth rates of over 
20 per cent — was partly 
due to a fall in world 
demand for electronic 
and Information equi'p- 


ment. the OECD said. 

Taiwan, Hong Kong 
and Singapore were the 
hardest hit by this devel- 
opment, which was 
accompanied by a loss of 
competitiveness against 
Japanese exports due to 
the yen's depreciation. 

Unceriaimies concern- 
ing export prospects and 
pessimism among finan- 
cial investors have 
increased as a result of 
short-term measures to 
stem the worsening of the 
region's current account 
positions. 

This resulted in 
increased volatilit>' in 
capital movements and 
exchange rates since the 
summer in several 
economies. especially 
Thailand and to some 
extent Malaysia, the 
OECD noted 


MEES: Iraq finalises 
23 oil export contracts 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Iraq has QnaJised 23 oil exiwrt con- 
tracts for a total volume of 54 1 .000 barrels a day (Nd) the 
Middle East Economic Survey iMEESi 
The Nicosia-based weekly said 330.000 
crude would be exported via Turkey and 21 l.OOU b/d or 
Basra Ught from Iraq's Mina Al Bakr offshore terminal m 

the Gulf. . . ^ J . 

Eleven contracts cover a three-month period and another 
1 1 a period of six months, while the U.S. firm Bayoil was 
awarded two contracts, for a single cargo, and a March ip- 
June 7 lifting, making an average 19.000 b/d over six 
months. ^ 

Three U.S.-regisieted companies — Coastal. Chevron 
and Mobil — have also signed contracts with Iraq, the 
authoritarive newsletter said. 

Five Russian companies have signed up for a total of 

87.000 b/d over six months while four British firms, 
including Shell and Texaco (U.K.), are to buy a total of 

90.000 b/d over a period of three months. 

For France, only Total and Elf-SOCAP have so far signed 
contracts, while the Turkish firm Tupras on its own has a 
deal to buy 60.000 b/d. Iraq has a single Japanese cliMt. 
Mitsubishi, for 40.000 b/d over three months. “As might 
have been expected in view of its long history of oil tr^e 
with Iraq before August 1990 — one substantial U.S. refin- 
er. Coastal Corp.. was first off the mark in securing a large- 
volume contract of 60.000 b/d," said MEES. 


Egypt says foreign investment 
interest has increased fonrfold 


CAIRO I R) — Foreigners 
won approval for direct 
investments in Egypt 
totalling 3.098 million 
pounds ($910 million) In 
the first II months of 
1996. four times more 
than in the same period of 
1995. the government's 
Investment Promotion 


Agency has said. 


^rahim Fa^-ri. heijd of 
the General i^^ority For 
Investment ['^aid 

the figure covered ‘ ’ tfie 


direct investment applica- 
tions which the auinority 


approved during that peri- 
od. 

The projects can take 
several years to come to 
fruition and in some cases 
the investors drop their 
plans. 

But Mr. Fawzi told a 
news conference the fig- 
ures showed the level of 
interest in Egypt since a 
new government, led by 


Prime Minister Kamal 
Ganzouri. took office in 
January with a mission to 
encourage the private sec- 
tor and foreign invesi- 
‘ ment. 

‘The rate of implemen- 
tation tof invesiinenc 
applications) has been 
about 70 per cent and it is 
increasing.” be added. 
*'.,The %ures do not 
.include foreign portfolio - 
‘ irtvestmefif;; through the ‘ 
i^sypdan Stock Exchange, ' 
which added at least $500 
million to the inflow of 
foreign capital in 1996. 

Mr. Fawzi said the 
increase in stock market 
activity over the past year 
had indirectly stimulated 
interest in direct invest- 
ment. “Investors want to 
know they can get in and 
out quickly, ^en the 
stock market came to life, 
it was like a green light, a 
sign that Egypt was seri- 


ous,” he said. 

He added that the private 
sector now accounted for 
67 per cent of Egypt’s 
gross domestic product 
and the proportion would 
increase with more pri- 
vatisation of state compa- 
nies and with private sec- 
tor investment in infira- 
structure through BOT 
Cbuild, operate, transfer) 


. ;prpect5., 


y -wemy -years ago the 
public sector dominate'd 
the Egyptian economy and 
for many years the invest- 
ment authority examined 
investment applications so 
rigorously that it fright- 
ened many investors away. 

‘The authority has 
changed tack 180 
degrees." Mr. Fawzi said. 
“It used to investigate the 
intentions of the investor, 
the identity of the 
investors, everything. 
Now we stand on the 


investor’s side and our 
role in promoting invest- 
ment has increas^" 

Mr. Fawzi’s figures for 
1996 show that foreign 
investment in Egypt by 
Arabs continues to outdo 
investment by non-Arabs, 
at 1,996 million pounds in 
the 11 -month period 
against 1,102.. million 
pounds by non-Arab 
• investors. .... 

■The figures for the same 
period of 1995 . were 477 
million and 271 million 


pounds, giving a totsd of 
74f ■■ 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Winter pear 
5 Some actors 
9 — donna 

14 Parrot 

15 Exchange 
premium 

16 Continue 

17 Broad collar 

18 “Porgy and — 

19 Spinet kin 

20 Wayne western 

23 "—the night..." 

24 Artist Magritte 

25 " — moi le 
deluge" 

27 The Lion King" 
villain 

29' State; abbr. 

32 Courtyards 

33 Asian ruler 

34 Be borne 

35 Conundrum 
choice 

‘38 Play a piccolo 

39 Roman historian 

40 of God" 

41 Part of Russia, 
once: abbr. 

42 Outcome 

43 Dixie dish 

44 Make money 

46 Permits 

47 Hot under the 
collar 

53 Score 

54 Protracted 

55 See the world 

56 Palm tree 

57 Layered mineral 

58 Tip or top 

59 Sleuth’s 
workload 

60 Did in 

61 User's fee 
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161 


by Richard Thomas 


DOWN 

1 Suds 

2 Numeric start. 

3 Beat it! 

4 Shrink 

5 — corpus 

6 Ripening factors 

7 Assorted: abbr. 

8 Mediocre 

9 Detective 

10 Second showing 


11 Recipe Kern 

12 Not nice 

13 Bristletlike 
appendage' 

21 Pinch and tvrist 

22 "Indiscreet" star 
25 Dumas 

character 
26 -Religious 
leaders 

27 — off (depart) 

28 See22D 

30 Noses out ■ 

3) Tripod parts 

32 Debds 

33 Unite 

’ 34 Campus official 
36* Kudu kin 
37- Writer Bret 

42 Free-for-all 

43 Trinket 
45 Cleric's 

vestment 



C 1996 Tribune Media Serviess, Inc. 
fa rights reserved. 


46 Old weapon 

47 Emanation 

48 Largess 

49 Dirty 


50 "Chicago — ” 

51 Balanced 

52 Barber's call 

53 Fleetwood — 


748 million. 

Arabs invest most in the 
tourism sector non-Arab 
foreigners in industrial 
projects. 

Egyptians applied to 
invest far more — 9,175 
million pounds — but the 
rate of increase was lower, 
at 1 14 per cent over 1995. 

The biggest projects 
approved in 1996 were a 
fertiliser complex at Bujg 
Al Arab neu Alexandria, 
with a capital of 475 mil- 
lion pounds, and a cement 
plant at Beni Suef south of 
Cairo, with a capital of 
355 million pounds. 
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MiJ-East Currencies 
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Metal Prices 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 
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Peanuts 


U/HO'STHATINTHE 
Ia/INPOU) IUAVIN6 AT 
YOti,CHARUE Bi^OUlN? 



that's the LITTLE 
RED-HAIRED 'GIRL'S 
6RAND/M0THER..SHE 
ALlDA'fSUM.VESATME 
lOHEN I U)ALK BV.. 

I'rr 


THEN YOU SHOULD 60 UP TO THEIR 
HOUSE, AND SAH',*'Hi,6RANN‘/!H0U 
I ABOUT INTR0PUCIN6 ME TO ‘/OUR 
CUTE LITTLE OUT-OF-THIS4UORLP 
RED-HAIRED SRANDDAUSHTER?'' 




Andy Capp 



Mutt’n’Jeff 
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ARIES: (March 21 
April l9)A woridIyaf^. 
can be confusing today, 
however you can gel inlQ' 
new interests and make 
big headway with them 
Later tlus evening you can 
get together with cIok 
friends and go out on.the 
town for some fijn times 
TAURUS: (April 20 
May 20) Remain steady 
to your own way of 
today and don't run off tck- 
something you know iittl^ 
about and thereby you caic| 
gain the admiration of 
bigwig- Later this evening 
you can relax at home 
with your loved ones. 
GEMINI: (May 21 
June 21) Postpone 
responsibUlty today 
that you can do whatever 
pleases your mate, there- 
by you can relieve any dif- 
ficulties. Use your m a tur e 
judgment later frus 
everting and make a plan 
of action which will be 
successful. 

MOON CHILDREN 
(June 22 to July 21 ) If you 
follow thiDusfi on some 
outside afiair today, 
could mean difficulty.’ 
Keep busy at your regular 
career activities and there-' 
by you can gain the 
respect and admiration of 
a bigwig who can make 
you successfuL 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Don't try to fool your 
mate today however face 
the situation honestly and 
wisely and everything will 
be well between you. 
Later this everting make 
every effort to complete a 
new project which has 
been put on the back bum 
er. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Public 
n^ers could confr^ 
fo^y, so 

. days ahead. Spend 
dine with your mate lata: 
this evening and he or she 
will respond to your 
romantic intentions 
quite a pleasant manner. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Make sure 
you are precise today in 
handling your career 
activities and avoid mak- 
ing mistakes. TVavel aboot 
town temight and be happy 
with close fiiends and 
thereby you can make 
them feel that they are 
important in your life. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Try to 
calm down a good fiiend 
who is having a difficult 
time and show that you 
truly do care about his or 
her feeling. Be support- 
ive later this evening of a 
feUow associate and you 
can gain h is or her respecL 
SAGmARIUS: ( Nove 
mber 22 to December 21^^ 
Some situation at home 
today will right itself, so 
don’t worry about it Take 
your mate out for a fine, 
dinner, dancing at someji 
special location which 
you have both been before 
and you can rekindle 
those romantic feelings. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Plan’ 
how best today, to 
some problematical affair 
conceming pap^, etc., 
which have you baffled^ 
thereby you can solve^ 
mystery. Later dtisT 


m 


the 


evening will be good fbr^ 
you to relax with youf. 
loved ones at home. J 
AQUARIUS: (January .2^ 
to February 19) Be sure 
you get more inforraatiOT 
today before you tty to, 
handle a business • niatta^ 
which is difficult to do at-. 
this tune. Later tills'^ 
evening will be good;fi* 
you to seek out the advice 
of a knowledgeable 
son and discuss youf 
options. 

PISCES: (Februaiy 
March 20) You are 
confused about what to do-' 
today, however later life' 
everting you get many finis': 
ideas for advancemedt- 
which should be difc 
cussed with those m 
JUithoriiy and folk^ 
through with their advit^f 


Birthstone of DecenO^ 
Turquoise— .Zircon. 
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Civil Service Commission 
finds thousands of 
unemployed 'working* 


** MORE THAN 60 per cent out of a 
total ] 25,000 persons resistered as 
unemployed at the Civil Serxice Com- 
mission (CSC) are actually working at 
private sector institutions. CSC President 
.Abdullah Ulayyan said that this fact was 
ascertained after checking the national 
code number for the job applicants at 
both the CSC and the Social Security 
Corporation tSSC). "More than 60 per 
cent of all applicants seeking government 
jobs were found to have a number at the 
SSC. which was al.so receiving deduc- 
tions from the .salaries they vxere cumins 
from private sector emplovers*,*’ Dr. 
LHayyan a.ssened. 

The CSC chief indicated that 50.000 
applicants registered as unemployed 
were really without work but he noted 
that 70 per cent ot them were communi- 
ty college graduates and that u1m.> 70 per 
cent of them were females. Dr. L'layvan 
also revealed that there was nearly full 
employment in the .southern govemoraie.s 
of the country for all holders" ol universi- 
ty degrees in die leaching professions. 
He noted that ’unemployment tin the 
areas of teaching) begins to rise in the 


central .md northern regions of the King- 
dom. 

Dr. Ulayyan said that the Admini.stra- 
tive Development Council has pre.senied 
to the Prime Ministry two rccord.s, one 
listing the names of those who are not 
actually working and another for those 
who are employed at institutions under 
the umbrella of the SSC and who enjoy 
‘■employment stability.'' He added that a 
Cabinet decision is expected .shortly giv- 
ing priority to those who are not woking 
tAI Aswaq). 

Social Security Corporation 
amends deduction calculation 

■*’ THE SOCIAL Security Corporation 
tSSC) has sent a circular to ail commer- 
cial. industrial, banking and other con- 
cerned institutions infonning them that 
starting January 1907, deductions from 
the salaries uf their employees should he 
on the basis of the total wages and not on 
the basic salary us the calculation i.s now 
being made. The totiJ wages include all 
the amount paid by the employers to his 
workers except the cnenime payments. 

The higher deduction will make retire- 
ment payments to the beneficiaries much 
bigger as now it is not sutVicient to meet 
the requireincni of old age, a senior 
union of/lciul said r.AI Dusiour). 



Kuwait, 
Lebanon 
and Egypt 
bourses to 
link from 
Jan. 6 ‘97 

KUWAIT CITY (AFPt 
The bourses of Kuwait, 
Lebanon and Egypt will be 
linked from the first week 
of 1997 easing the way for 
investors in one market to 
buy stocks in another, a 
stock exchange official 
have .said. 

From Jan. 6, investors 
from all three Arab stock 
exchanges "can buy from 
the three markets a.s on one 
markcC’ Sufaq A1 Rckaibi, 
secretary general of the 
Union of Arab Stock 
Exchanges, cold AFP. 

Mr, Rokaibi, also director 
of Kuwait Slock E.xchange 
(KSE) technical deparr- 
meni, said .share price.s 
from each bourse wilt be 
relayed immediately to the 
other trading (lours. 

Inxestors can then advise 
riicir local brokers ro buy 
and .sell shares through 
jgem.s ar the other two 
.stock exchanges with each 
deal guaranteed by local 
clearing houses os hoon as 
a transaction is completed. 

Pres'iously. investors had 
to approach a broker on 
another stock exchange 
directly and transfer funds 
with no guarantee that the 
deal hud gone through. 

Mr. Rokaibi said there 
are still restrictions for 
Egyptian or Lebanese 
investors wanting to tuiy 
Kuwaiti shares. as 
investors from outside 
Arab Gulf countries ore 
only allowed to directly 
hold stocks in two listed 
mutual funds. 

"We ai« trying to change 
the-nries of this to let for- 
eign'ere own Kuwaiti stock 
companies," Mr: Rokaibi 
said, referring to long- 
awaited plan.s to introduce 
a new law that will allow 
greater foreign participa- 
tion. 

The Kuwaiti market is 
the most active of the three 
bourses, although Cairo is 
growing fast as Egypt's pri- 
vatisation proces.s gathers 
pace, while Beirut is still 
finding its feet after 
reopening less than a year 
ago. 

The Kuwaiti bourse is 
also expected to sign an 
agreement Tue.sday to link 
it with the Omani and 
Bahraini markets, the only 
other Arab Gulf states to 
have formal stock 
exchanges, a Bahraini offi- 
cial was quoted as saying 
la.st week. 
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Arab Gulf businessmen seek 
more foreign investment 


DOHA tR) — Anb Gulf busi- 
ness leaders have said their 
courttries had to do m«e to lure 
private and foreign inx-esmient 
to help dKersdy their oil-drtvrn 
econcKnies. 

The Federation ihe Trade 
and Industry Chambers in the 
si.K-naiion Gull' Coopoaiion 
Council (CCX'i also demanded 
speedy maikei tefotms to 
enisle them to compete in the 
global txtmomy. 

Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar. Bahrain and the Uruied 
Ar^ Emhaies — u-hich sit on 
45 perrem of world oil reserv es 


— should encourage more 
technology transfers in any 
future joint %'enuncs, they added 
after a two-day meeting in 
Doha."Thc meeting calls 
for..puning forward a clear 
Gulf economic suai^ to 
onrjct (foreign) investments 
since these countries form one 
economic bloc," they said in a 
statemem. 

“They iGCC states) have to 
prepare an economic m:^ 
including projects in all sectors 
especially processing indus- 
tries. to ^low local and foreign 
investors :i chance to look into 


mvesonem qjpommiiies,'' it 
added. 

Gulf business leaders soessed 
the need to insist that foreign 
investors participate in research 
and in training their national 
manpon'er. The Gulf relies 
heavily on expatriate labour. 

The meeting underlined the 
need to "improve their invest- 
ment climate...lhrou^ impmv'- 
tng legisJaiion that impedes the 
now* of fonHgn ca{»ial and eas- 
ing administrative procedures". 

This would help repatriate 
Gulf capital invested abroad — 
indqiendeiHly estimated at 


$350 billion. 

Foreign businessmen have 
cited lengthy buieauciaiic pro- 
cedures in the GCC as a seriixis 
obstacle to invesunem. 

The seminar called for devel- 
opment of infiastructure In 
GCC states, eqrecially water 
and electricity, through "mod- 
em investment and finance for- 
rnulas" to aoraa investors. 

The meeting applauded the 
treixl towards creating more 
fiee zones in GCC states and 
said ftiture industries should 
look for marketing outleLs 
b^ond national borders. 


FZMjvjecrjo:* 

Housiiie Bjunc cbktbr amhm* - shksismii 
TEL£PNDIISt 607171 / 607179 

OitCMttSBO KMUCBT SHARE PRICE LIST ft» HOMSAr 23/12/1996 



PAST la 
h:ck 

MONTHS 

LON 

coMPArnrs NMts 

P / B DXV. 

NO. 

OP 

TRANS, 

HO. OF 
SHARES 

VALUE* 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSE 

PRICE 

CHAN6B 

259. soo : 

205.000 

ARAB BANK 

13.7 1.4D 

6 

440 

110390 251.00 

213.50 

.50- 

1.250 

.880 

HID. EAST 2HV.BK. 

68.3 O.OD 

41 

26000 

27408 

1.04 

-.04 

- 

5.250 

4.250 

THE HOUSINC 8K. 

13.6 2.94 

3 

BSO 

3995 

4.75 

-.70 

.05- 

3.040 

2.440 

JOR.XLVAir BANK 

19.9 0.00 

9 

2047 

5627 

2.75 

7.75 

• 

1.120 

.aeo 

30R.CULP BANK 

5.7 7.39 

8 

12500 

12010 

.95 

.96 

.01- 

4.100 

3 -.30 

JOR.ISLAHIC BANK 

17.6 0.00 

10 

1557 

5701 

3.67 

3.66 

.01- 

3.150 

1.400 

URIOH BK.SAV.IMV. 

P O.DO 

2 

1500 

3145 

1.45 

1.43 

.02- 

. 1.S50 

1.000 

PHILAOSL. I.NV. BK . 

9 0.00 

4 

903 

1154 

1.28 

1.28 

- 

BANK SEdC? TOTALS IMDBX: 191. 

57 l:CH6: -0.23 

83 

45797 

168430 




4.SS0 

• .000 

JERUSALEM I.NSCR. 

11. S 4.71 

1 

50 

213 

4.35 

4.25 

.10- 

2.04& 

■ 830 

JOR PRSHCM 1H5UR. 

5.6 10.15 

3 

350 

689 

1.96 

1.97 

.01* 

2.40C 

-.850 

ARAB LIPS INSUP. 

7.4 fi.21 

3 

2050 

399B 

3.05 

1.95 

.10- 

5.090 

. . 700 

ALtrrSR AL-ARABI 

13.0 3.93 

13 

SBOO 

2BS75 

4. 85 

a. 09 

.34* 

IXSURAHCB SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 117.03 rcjtC: -0.11 

19 

8250 

33674 




1.830 

1.450 

JOR.BLBCTRIC PWR. 

11.4 7.31 

19 

9038 

14819 

1.85 

i.64 

.01- 

1.5M 

1.250 

IRBXD ELECTRICITY 

9.5 6.90 

2 

1000 

1450 

1.42 

1.45 

.03* 

1.830 

i.oao 

KATL. PORTFOLIO 

9 0.00 

10 

3200 

3B23 

1.20 

1.20 

• 

P 1.050 

.870 

REAL ESTATE INV. 

19.1 4.33 

1 

300 

258 

.68 

.66 

.02- 

1.2M 

.580 

JORDAN ItfTL.TRAD. 

41.1 0.00 

11 

110B7 

8744 

.79 

.80 

.01* 

2.300 

1.490 

HID. EAST HOTELS 

67.6 0.00 

3 

1000 

1570 

1.59 

1.57 

.02- 

3.720 

3.130 

ARAB Iim..lllV.BDUC. 

13.7 5.7B 

4 

5B50 

20185 

3.46 

3.46 

- 

1.250 

.960 

2ARKA SDOCATIOM 

9 O.OD 

3 

1300 

1378 

1.07 

1.06 

.01- 

2.310 

1.690 

ONIFIED CO. 

10.7 4.93 

IS 

4500 

9315 

2.07 

2.03 

.04- 

1.200 

.820 

UNION LAND DEV. 

E 0.00 

2 

2S00 

2250 

.B9 

.90 

.01* 

SERVICE 

SEurOR TOTALS INDEX: 112. 

.39 >CH6: -0.31 

69 

3977S 

63701 




3.740 

3.060 

JOR. CEMSRT FACT. 

19.4 2.94 

15 

3162 

10791 

3.39 

3.40 

.01* 

3. 550 

2.710 

JOR.PHOSPKATE MINES 

35.0 0.00 

2 

117 

379 

3.29 

1.25 

.04- 

10.450 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL.REFINAHy 

9.B 8.29 

13 

1716 

16SB9 

9.67 

9.65 

.02- 

1.590 

1.150 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

56.8 0.00 

14 

6600 

BS07 

1.2B 

i.28 

• 

3.750 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL COWt.ACR. 

39.0 0.00 

3 

400 

1168 

3.01 

2.90 

.11- 

4.730 

3.040 

ARAB PHARH. HANF. 

19.7 5.57 

10 

2591 

9310 

3.61 

J.59 

.02- 

2.400 

1.530 

JOR. PIPES KRNFCT. 

9.0 7.36 

3 

495 

B06 

1.65 

1.63 

.02- 

7.BS0 

4.350 

DAR ALDAWR DV.INV. 

13.3 4.12 

3 

700 

3373 

4. 84 

4. as 

.01* 

S.800 

3.130 

ARAB ALUM.IHD. 

B.7 B.57 

2 

154 

539 

3.65 

3.50 

.15- 

.960 

.450 

LIV'ESTOCR S POULTRY 

9 0.00 

45 

443SD 

28339 

.63 

.64 

.01* 

1.460 

1.060 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 

7. a 9.01 

6 

5000 

5750 

1.15 

1.15 

- 

1.800 

1.300 

NATIONAL STEEL IND. 

9 0.00 

1 

1000 

1200 . 

1.20 

1.20 

• 

1.050 

.540 

NATIONAL INDS. 

11.4 7.79 

74 

101200 

76956 

.75 

.77 

.03* 

1.750 

.930 

XHTSRHED . PBTRO. CB8M. 

9 0.00 

14 

5350 

6046 

1.12 

1.13 

.01* 

3.550 

2.380 

tMIV.CBSH.INDS. 

77.5 0.00 

1 

250 

733 

2.97 

2.93 

.04- 

4.700 

3.430 

ALADDIN CO. 

21.0 3.20 

2 

300 

1146 

3.70 

1.75 

.05* 

4.000 

2.130 

NATL. CABLE HIRE.MFAC 

16.4 0.00 

4 . 

500 

1356 

2.80 

i .70 

.10- 

1.650 

1.080 

ARAB PHA.RH.CHEM. 

27.7 . O.DO 

2 

550 

B14 

1.50 

1.48 

.02- , 

3.260 

1.440 

UNIV. KOOH.INDS. 

5.3 11.43 

9 

3200 

S6DB 

1.75 

:.7S 

— 

2.0B0 

1.140 

JOP-. INOS.RBSODRCES 

16.2 0.00 

a 

3350 

4344 

1.31 

1.29 

.02- 

1.500 

840 

JDR. NEM CABLE CO. 

26.6 0.00 

12 

B6S0 

asia 

.99 

.9B 

.01- 

1.440 

1.780 

1N7L. TOBACCO 

30.6 0.00 

24 

SIOOO 

67200 

1.31 

..30 

.01- 

1.650 

.930 

UNION CB. 6 VBO. 

24.1 0.00 

10 

5750 

6618 

.99 

.98 

.01- 

ZNOO^LAL SECTOR TOTALS IKDSX; 115 

.34 7CH6t -0.33 

276 

246441 

265115 




caaitd total 

INDEX: 151 

.55 rcNOi -D.rr 

449 

340263 

530819 
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.790 

.440 

CENTRAL CEN.STORABE 

21.7 0.00 

11 

8500 

4605 

.55 

.54 

.02* 

.800 

.510 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

14.4 0.00 

B 

4250 

2295 

.54 

.54 

- 

H .950 

.420 

NATL . COtMER . CENTERS 

B 0.00 

10 

6100 

2753 

.44 

.45 

.01* 

.890 

.700 

UNION ZNV. 5QI 

69.8 O.OD 

4 

2B20 

418 

.71 

.73 


1.060 

.370 

ARAB FIN.INVBST. 

9 O.OD 

21 

47600 

21896 

.46 

.46 

• 

N .950 

.690 

AL-DAWLZYAH 75< 

15.6 0.00 

1 

150 

65 

.70 

.69 

.01- 

.640 

.340 

JOR. IND5.NATCH-JEHCO 

9 0.00 

4 

1750 

635 

.37 

.38 

.01* 

.810 

.510 

ARAB PCX>D 6 MED. 

E 0.00 

3 

425 

266 

.63 

.63 


1.760 

1.300 

NATL. CDLORIHS 

E 0.00 

1 

500 

700 

1.43 

..40 

.03- 

.700 

.450 

ARAB ZNTL.INV.TRO. 

9 0.00 

11 

1475D 

7573 

.50 

.51 

.01* 

1.030 

.400 

NATL . HOLT . ENC . NAHZCO 

E O.DO 

44 

71990 

35652 

.48 

.50 

.02* 

.770 

.430 

NATZAX DIES 4 M0DL05 

B 0.00 

1 

500 

250 

.51 

.SO 

.01- 

3.010 

.720 

JORDAN STEEL 

B 0.00 

5 

1275 

961 

.76 

.75 

.02- 

1.330 

1.030 

ONION TOBACCO 75< 

B 0.00 

B 

1732 

1401 

1.05 

:.D6 

.01* 

.810 

.570 

RA2Z PHARH. 651 

B 0.00 

13 

9500 

2475 

.61 

.62 

• 

.810 

.390 

INDS. BRC. 

25.9 0.00 

IB 

15500 

6510 

.42 

.42 

*• 

1.430 

.760 

1N95. CERAMIC 

E 0.00 

4 

21200 

16960 

.80 

.80 

•• 

.590 

■‘50 

l.TEXTZLE MAMU7. 

9 0.00 

2 

150 

>75 

.49 

.50 

.01* 

.900 

.»80 

PEARL SAN. P. CONV. 

E 0.00 

32 

52Z25 

37486 

.70 

.73 

.03* 

.BSO 

.390 

NATL. POOLTRY 

B O.DO 

1 

250 

165 

.64 

.66 

.02* 

m 1.500 

.530 

KZD.EA5T COMPLEX 

7.9 0.00 

10 

6500 

4293 

.66 

.67 

.01* 

CRAHO TOTAL 



212 

26716B 

14773T 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 


0lA&Bepi0Et4*"’- 



“He’S got $10,000 worth of TV, stereo 
and computer equipment.. .and he yells 
at me If I leave a light bulb turned on!” 


J ORDAN Marketplace *** JoRDrAN Market? LA ce *** J ORDAN Marketplace 


DA JAN! 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made In Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 



Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour erefinary wdhis. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
4 by Henri Arnold and MfWe Arghion 


1 DAUGY 



mmm. 

■■ 


MHgWbMiiM 


PYMUB 


mm 

mm 

■ 

■ 


YUPRIF 


■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

mm 


LAPLI! 

on 


■ 

■W 

■ 

m. 

■ 




FOR RENT 

T 3 bedrooms apartment on 
Shmeisani, second floor; 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in A1 Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abc^oun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 > 


SrUMOHAIG 

rinfiMiiiiwl QiubM in 
1 How SenioB 

Develop yoor* ottev filre « 
oar ihop wd fee- 

• JVJNBO pUmf 




SbneiMDi.>, Opp. Griodiyi 
Bank. Phone: «MM2 
9«»efieb Id: 823891 


-CLfAMNG SERVICES 
H0MF..0FRCES. 
PLBLiCPL.-\C[-:S 

-maintenance sehvicf:.s 

HEATI'nG SYST!-;N1S5: 
PLCMiilXG 

TORRENT: 
DELUXE VII. LAS AND 
FL-M.S iR'K-NISHEDi 
UNFlRNjSHLD 








■EAl ESTATE 


FOR 
I RE!NT 

I ! k i.l V \ llirlS 


! k I.l V VlllrlS 

>• . 

in'c n' s 
ui •’‘•rtMT.iin 


R>r detalis please otfl 

Tel a 864230 
Fax. 864231 



dQd ta*4^ a Hi 

Teppa?iyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 



Now arrange the circled letiers lo 
form Uie surpnsa answer, as sug- 
gested by the above canoon. 


ir M/ w SL' 

Print answorhere : THE [III XXJ 


{Answers fomorrow) 

JumUes; BARGE TI^YME YEARLY NIMBLE 
Answer: What a bedtime story can become - 
A\3RIMM''1ALE 



crown MOTEL 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

- SAUNA, JACUZZI a 
MASSAGE 

- RTNESS ROOM 

- TENNIS & SQUASH 

COURTS ' 


TEL: 758160 
Radio a TV Station Rd. 




FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 

apartments 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


I FF :699369 
FAX : 704414 


HaiiPHOaipr 

Sottfia d SmiMU 


OPEN DAILT FROM 
. 10AJK-1A.H 
Tel. 5537199 . 
Fax 898537 

ttmww utfaiUna 
behind San Roisk 



PIZZA @PANK; 

IMao Jaste i 
Oowmet ptZZft , 
Weiattlievirybiitt)feAvt i 

STUFFED P/Zai'^'] 

bTmiKNeqDS^iu 

^ PAN PIZZA 

liMivTuckCnai) 


^ ITNJUl SAHQWRCHB ^ 


Bl Mnt Tntis I) 1W Mda biRMt 


Supantaia 
TeL 688 471 Ext 32 


'// 

1 . 

i ? 


V 
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Cavaliers win fifth in a row; Malone joins the ehte 


CLEVELAND (R) — 

Terrell Brandon scored a 
career-high 33 points and 
dished out nine assists to 
lead the Cleveland 
Cavaliers to their fifth 
straight victory. 1 00-94 over 
die Utah Jazz Sunday. 

Bobby Phills added 23 
points and Tyrone Hill had 
18 and 10 rebounds for 
Cleveland. 

Utah's Karl Malone 
recorded 20 points, 12 
boards and seven assists and 
became the 11th player in 
NBA history to record 
20,000 points and 10.000 
rebounds in his career. 

“We lost, I guess that's 
how rU remember this,” 


said Malone. “I'd rather 
have a win than 10,000 
rebounds.” 

In Boston. Glen Rice 
scored 10 of his 25 points in 
the fourth quarter as the 
Charlotte Hornets turned in 
a 102-98 victory over the 
Boston Celtics, who have 
lost five straight games. 

Rice's free throw gave the 
Hornets the lead for good at 
92-91 with three minutes to 
go. He added three foul 
shots -in the last eight sec- 
onds to seal the victory. 
Charlotte’s seventh in nine 
games. 

“It was a pretty good 
game tonight,” Rice said. 
“We should have put them 


away tonight when we had 
the chance. We got too 
relaxed when we had the big 
lead." 

At Golden State. Latrell 
Sprewell scored eight of his 
27 points in the fourth quar- 
ter. including a key three- 
point play with 70 seconds 
remaining, to lead the 
Golden State Warriors to a 
97-91 victory over the Los 
Angeles Clippers. 

Joe Smith had 24 points 
and 12 rebounds and Mark 
Price added 14 points for 
the Warriors. 

At Indiana, Reggie Miller 
scored 1 8 of his 2 1 points in 
the first half as the Indiana 
Pacers raced to their fourth 


victory in five games, ill- 
92 over the cold-shooting 
Toronto Raptors. 

Antonio Davis and Duane 
Ferrell added 14 points each 
for the Pacers, who shot 53 
per cent (2l-of-40) in the 
first half and opened a 56- 
40 lead. 

Carlos Rogers scored 15 
points for the Raptors. 

In Seattle. Gary Payion 
matched a season-high with 
31 points and triggered a 
pair of second-half runs as 
the Seattle Supersonics 
defeated the sborthanded 
Dallas Mavericks. 93-79 for 
their fourth straight victory. 

Payton took advance of 
the absence of Injured 


Dallas point guard Jason 
Kidd, who sat out with a 
sprained neck. He shot 11- 
of-15 from the field and led 
Seattle’s best defensive 
effort in'five weeks. 

George McCloud scored 
23 points for the Mavericks. 

In Vancouver, Anthony 
Peeler scored a season-hi^ 
27 points, including a 
of clutch three-pointers in 
the fourth quaner. as 
Vancouver Grizzlies rallied 
for a 91-87 victory over the 
Washington Bullets. 

Rookie Shareef Abdur- 
Rahira added 24 points for 
the Grizzlies. 

Rod Strickland had 23 
points for Washington. 


Australia should bid for the 2006 World Cup — Blatter 


Spanish matador Enrique Ponce gives a pass to his first bull of the day in Mexico 
City during the eighth bullfight of the 1996-^ season in the PJaza Mexico Sunday 
(.AFP photo) 


SYDNEY (AFP) — 
Australia should bid for the 
2006 soccer World Cup. 
FIFA Secretary Genei^ 
Sepp Blatter said here 
Monday. 

“If Australia has the 
courage to get the Olympic 
summer games, it should 
also have the courage and 
initiative to ask for the 
World Cup.” said Blatter 


FOR RENT OR SALE (Deluxe Villa) 

Consist of three bedrooms and one master room, with air 
condition, central heating and dressing room. Three 
salons, with fire place, office room, wide kitchen and three 
balconies. Basement consist of maid's quarter with 
kitchen, laundry room, living room, big salon, large garden 
with 6ar-B-Q and telephone. Located in Dair Ghbar 
Tel.: 700255/682587 


Two Furnished Flats For Rent 

3 & 2 bedrooms, sitting room, dining room, 
private entrance, all services available. 
Fabulous location on the 4th Circle, 
opposite Prime Ministry. 

To view call 777916 or 674935 


PEACE CORPS 


JORDAN 


ARABIC LANGUAGE COORDINATOR 

The Li5. Peace Coips in jiirdan u xcKing auiably qualified £ondklai«s hr * 

conlnctua] pmit|,w of AnHc Lanpuage Coordinator. 

Doties and Responsihaitto; 

• Devektps .vahic language training Riaierui» and trstning coonea fpr adult 
foreigners. 

• Asslrts In the KKruitmeni nf lool Arabic leachen (9) and aupervisea their 
teaching. 

• In ec4i|uiictwn with organiutHn ahitr, deveinpi an inhHWve IS week 
introducinrf Arabic languaip; and cultuml Iraifung piognun a» well » 
more advanced Buieriab for aupplemcniarv aludv. 

'■ Evaluates and assesses the lea men nnd leadura m additton t^ the endnr 

‘ . Anibic Iangita$B. training effort. 

Required: 

• Degree In language eduuKon and a strong inleruM In curriculum 
dcvelopmcfii. 

■ A minunum of three yeaa of language teaching experience (any language) 
using commumuktive methods. 

• Comprehensnre sk-Uls In and knowledge of A-nlten and spoken Arabic 

• Superv-uoty teadung expcnaice preferrod. 

• WdlingncM to M-ork for extended periods mileide Amman teg. irbid, 
Karak). 

■ Fluency in Enghsh. 

This ts a mid-level leclinical stalf position af » long term contractual nature. 

interested candidates should submit a cumculinn vitae and cover letter no 

later than Jamury 6, 1^ lo- 

Langnage Coordinator. Attn: Jan Kaipowiea. PO Box 35^ Amman 1111$ 
or by fax to; 662-099 (Amman) 


A NEWLY ESTABLISHED FOOD 
MANUFACTURER 
IS 

SEEKING FORA 

SALES & MARKETING 
MANAGER 

Candidate will be responsible for developing 
and managing execution of the Sales & 
Marketing Activities with distributors and 
advertising agency and developing trade and 
consumer strategies to deliver sustained 
growth. 

The selected candidate will be fluent in Arabic 
and English with no less than 5 years 
experience with a multinational company , in 
sales and marketing role and holding a 
University degree from an English or an 
American Universities ... 

He / She should be computer Uterate. 

If interested , please send full C.V. to : 
P.O. BOX : 662 UM- ESSUMMAQ, 
AMMAN 11821 


HOTEL 

IXTEKO.'inKE.'CUL 

JORtWi 









p4tk 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

RESTAURANT 

The iradiiional Tour couite Tour course Mexican 
Christmas menu at OLv Christinas menu is (he 
detlniiely makes .1 hearty only svav to celebrate this 
ircJL * season! 

pjr.mkj** JDI5.000** 


■ You can either x:unple the mouth-W'diering iudian fund 
I .11 Bukhara or eiijux the night awav ui El-Pasha 

I Ni^tdub sviih our special rxnir course 

French & .\rahic meini. ^ ^ 

JD /7.000++ ^ 


Ik 





C^^ISTMAS 


DAV 


Clirisinias Day woiilrlnT he the some 
u'iliiom (he tmditional family - 
brunch .11 The (.rmnd B.illroom. 

S.inui uiil be waiting Tur the family, 
handing out xtockings riill 
of goodies and gifi.s Toi' kidv. 

Mcumvliile the 

live music ;uitl I'allle prircs 

will eniei't.iin von SB 

ihi'iiiighoiit our appetising 

('iiiisini.ts Bninch Rurfei. 

Fifiiii ILVOOpm lit pm. 

/II lUM/ *- lyii/ilmi liinli^ 12 n! hill/ /nvf. 


It 



F One world. One hotel ^ 

I Uniquely Inter-Continental 

1 Fi»i- re.scrvsitions plca.se call 041361 ext. 2222 


who is here on a holiday. 

“The 2(X)2 World Cup is 
closed and there are a num- 
ber of nations including 
Germany. England. 

Argentina. South Africa and 
others applying for 2(X)6 so 
why not Australia,” he said. 
Soccer Australia Chairman 
David Hill ruled out any bid 
for the cup competition, 
stressing it was a highly 


competitive environment. 

“Australia should not join 
a really long queue for 
2006. We'd love to do it. but 
we have to be realistic.'* Hill 
said. 

Blaner met Monday with 
officials of the committee 
organising the Sydney 20(X) 
Olympics and the 
Intemational Olympic 
Committee. 


During the talks. Blatter 
asked that the soccer tourna- 
ment Stan one day earlier to 
enable more time between 
games and also that the 
opening match and final be 
played in Sydney. 

Hill said a decision could 
not be made until the match 
draw was known but he 
believed there could be up 
to 10 games in Sydney. 


The bid proposal could 
pose problems for Terry 
Venables, former England 
coach and now Australia 
national manager, who 
would be forced to split his 
loyalties. 

England is also bidding 
for the 2006 World Cup, but 
Venables would be expected 
to support the socceroos 
host bid. 


Italian media angered by FIA threats over Senna trial 


MILAN. Italy (AP) — 
Italian media reacted with 
anger Wednesday to FlA’s 
suggestions that Formula 
One teams may boycott 
Italian Grands Prix next 
season os a protest against a 
manslaughter tri^ of 
Williams official.^. 

Italy's largest sports daily. 


Gazzetia Dello Sport of 
Milan, suggesting that the 
boycott &reat of Italian 
races was led by English- 
based teams, wrote in an 
editorial comment “if 
English teams are not going 
to compete in Imola and 
Monza. . . Formula One. 
more than the civil society. 


British expatriate offers 


FOR SALE 


Italian dining table and Buffet 

■ ■■' ■B5i;''Roser.',', 

Light Ashw'ood.Ebony'Trimming 
with six leather dining chairs. 

Three piece black leather sofa set. 

As New. Bargain at JDllOO each. 

For details, please call 
858514/07924511 
Can Deliver. 


CAREER OPPORTUNITY 

A sEmm£ MmiM moisG co . mTE ZNimriONiL 
LisK? IS mms ID mr ; a mi£ mum / 

ma mm mm FOLLOWING qualifications: 

* BA / MBA from a reputable university . 

* Excellent command of written and spoken english 
language, other languages preferable . 

* Previous experience in intemational commercial 
conespondence of not less than 7 years . 

* Age 35 years plus and have a strong personaBiy . 

*Sal^in excess of JD 500 According to (lualificata 


will be hurt.” 

Gazzetia added that Max 
Mosley, the president of the 
auto racing governing body, 
was trying to amend Italian 
laws to suit F-1 needs. 

“Mosley should know that 
in Italy the law is equal for 
all, and can't add the foot- 
note ‘except for F-1 
teams’." the paper said. 

Rome's sports daily 
Corriere Dello Sport also 
criticised FIA's attempt to 


interfere with Italian Justice. 

On Mon^y an Italian 
magistrate tiwided to try 
Formula One team owner 
Frank Williams and five 
others on manslaughter 
charges arising from the 
1994 racing death of Ayrton 
Senna. In response, the FIA 
issued a statement Tuesday 
suggesting that it may be 
difficult to persuade com- 
petitors to participate in 
Formula One races in Italy. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WrrH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 
«i9» Timm xiare SaMen. kK 


Both vulnerabla Eaetdeals. 

NORTH 

*52 

i?43 

C>t)832 

*Kqai07 

ZEST EACT 


AVOID CQMPUeAlJtpNS 
a. deals. -Tabtl/* 


WEST 

«ai09S7 

OQ9762 

OVoid 

*965 


*Q63 

«7AK1085 

0KQ7 

*43 


SOUTH 

*AK4 

0A109654 

*A82 


ITie bidding: 
EAST SOUTH 
1? Dbl 
Pm 4C 
Pus Pam 


WEST NORTH 

3r 4* 

Pms Sv 
Pom 


Openuclead: Six ofT 

This hand was dealt in a dupli- 
cate tournament. At some tables 
the final contract was five dube by 
North. That was defeated by good 
defense. On East's lead of the )dng 
of hearts West contributed iho 
deuce ond, when East obligingly 
switched to a high diamond. West's 
ruff put on end to South's hopes. 

At several tables the final con- 
tract was five diamonds, reachri 
via an ouction such us the one 


stuwru What amazed us is that, to 
the bek of our koowledge. only one 
dedarer socreeded in landing thi! 
contract — and did not adopt the 
best line. 

West led a heart to East's kiag, 
and dedam's do)>’ pnAlem was to 
hold the trump losers to one. 
Declarer rufied Uie heart eondnua- 
lioD and, since three missing cards 
la a suit rated to break 2-1 some 78 
percent of the time, all d^arers 
save one laid down the ace and 
were then saddled with two dia- 
mond losers — down one. 

The successful dedarer crossed to 
dummy with a dub and led a dia- 
mond. East followed with the seven 
and dedarer covered with Ae nine 
from hand. When that won, it was a 
simple matter to continue with the 
ace of trumps and claim the con- 
tract 

What if West hod won the first 
diamond? Then the ace would pidt 
up the remaining trump and the 
contract would still safe. 

South’s approach unnecessarily 
exposed tAe contract to a club rufr 
by East. The percentage play U to 
lead a middle trump from hand at 
trick three! When West shows out, 
declarer enters dummy with a dub, 
picks up trumps with a finesse and 
1 1 tricks are in the bank. 



Rozena Restaurant 


” Enjoy 

Christmas Eve Dinner 
and 

Christmas Lunch 
At Rozena Restaurant 

Juba) AmmaD - 2nd Circle 


Christmas Special 


Bookings 613572 / 630571 


[silver ARROW RENT A CAR 1 

Happy ,VcH' Year 

DAILY RENTAL STARTS FROM 10 JD 
CAR MODELS 1996 iTELEFA>r86^32 








rmruf 









Special Christmas Turcky 
Lunch & Dinner 

OnlyJ.Da. ++P.P. 

- l-l vQ en tertainment 




CINEMA 


TEL634144 


CINEMA TEL:699238 CINEMA TEL:677420 ^ 

PLHZH I CONCORD 

CONCORD “1'’ 

* The Hunchback of Sharon Stone & Izabelle Adjani...in 

Notre Deme DIABOLIQUE 

L^cmic; Shows:12;30,3:30, 6:00,8:15, 10:30 

Shows: 10:30. 12:00, 1:30, 5:00 eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee-eeeeeeeee# 

CONCORD “2” 

* RANSOM INDEPENDENCE DAY 

.Q),n«,c. ^- 1 .; o..n en.on . Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 


TEL:699238 


V PHILflDELPHIfl ; PLHZH 

Richard Gere...in Th0 Hunchbac 

PRIMAL FEAR Notre Dame 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 Shows: 10:30, 12:00 1‘30 5'00 

PHILADELPHIA “2” 

The Jungle Book * RANSOM 

V Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 . .Shows; 3:15, 6:15, 8:30,10:30 


Rmmoun Theatre & Cinema 
TEL: 618274-618275 


NahM & Hisham’s Theatre 
TEL: 625155 


Today presents Zawad Weld Awad ZT ^ 

theatre group in the play entitled theatre is closed from 

Five-Star Government 

starring comedians: R, ^ 

Mahmoud Saimeh maaan in order to prepare 

& Hussein Tubishat ^or a new play entitled 

^ Play starts 8:30 p.m. \ “Al Aman Ya Ho” 
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Sports 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, December 24, 1996 


Gilles de Bilde, 
Belgium’s 


Juventus earn 1-1 tie with Piacenza 


fallen angel 


to move ahead in Italian Serie A 


BRUSSELS iRi — Belgium 
in Jisgu.*.[ on Mondiv 
alter iLs lonncr wctxr itjifl 
Gillen ik* BiJde uu«> shirAii on 
njmv)\Mdc icIcsUinn break- 
ing unuihcr plavcr’s nihc uitJ 
e>c h>‘ pundiiiig him in ihi: 
face in a \%cckenJ Itrjgui; 
match. 

"Gilli.*s-ihi?-diNgrji.T;.” tieud- 
lincd Vors I’A^enir ne..k'»papi:r 
alxwe a picture of Je Bilde's 
\-icum, .VUm player Krisj 
Pune, will) iiis tace. luuki’i and 
jentcy covea*d in bluoJ. Oth- 
ers iclt ihe incidem liad ur- 
lushed [he repuLiuon u! 
.■\ndcflechi and Belgian v.x:- 
cer ;uKi specui;iied it would 
end de career in Bel- 

gium. 

Soccer union prc^iiden: 
Michel d'HtMiehe admitied 
tlie 25-year-old intumaiioiul 
striker's career wa.s in je«'ip- 
atUy and lus .^ndedccht man- 
ager suggested lie see a psy- 
chiarrist. The soccer union 
will discuss die irk’ident ne\[ 
tnuiUli when d’HiKiglie 
inrends lO use die television 
pictures as evidence. 

Pune, whtj also sulYcred 
slight concussion and possibly 
a tom reiiaa and suU might 
lose the eye. stiid on Sunday 
lie h:id not deaded yet 
whether lo sue de Bilde 
although .Aulst — de Bilde 's 
former club — urged him lo 
do so. 

Dc Bilde siuit to fame in 
.-\alsi with briUiaiu guuls :md 
dazzling dribbles and .stole 
spectators' heaits witli his 
boyish loolcs. mdiam smile 
and sharp wit. 

He became u nulional 
celebrity when he unexpect- 
edly won the 1994 award for 
best Bclgiun league player 
and was a welcorne guest on 
leleviKion talk and game 
shows. 

He turned down u iucratis-e 
ofl'er fmm Alletico Madrid 
and iasiuud moi-ed in Ander- 
Icchi, Belgium's most classy 
and prestigious team, because 
he first wunicd to mature in 
Belgium. Critics say he never 
did. He was never able lo 
impress iii AnJerlechl and 
recently endured u growing 
barrage of criticism. Belgium 
coach Wll'ried Van Moer 
dropped him from his squad 
fur the World Cup quulifier 
uguintu the Netherlands earlier 
this month. 


Bilde has also unenun- 
irred a succession of personal 
piobL'ms wliidt lie says have 
made his hte "hell for the past 
year and a liall." Hi> niother 
has been in an insmuiiun for 
neuropjtienis. his fattier suf- 
fered a severe brain b^emor- 
riiage Iasi ye;ir, and he has 
ctune under increasing pres- 
sure ut .^Xndeiiechi because of 
his Wow -par peifunnances. 

The incident occuned when 


LONDON t.-\P) — Juveti* 
Tus e;u‘ned a I-l tic with 
Piiiccii/:i to move six 
points dear in the Italian 
league Sunday. But the 
cru/.y Male ti] the slund- 
ings’is that ihiid-fruin-lasi 
Piaccii/a is only two vic- 
tories uway Uwm second 
place. 

The wuy the results 
came up Sunday left suc- 
iimi place Vicenza, a 2-1 
loser at Sumpdoria, with 
2.' points while Piacenza 


which lost George Weah 
with an ankle injury and 
defender P.nolo Maldim 
w ill) u facial injury which 
may even been caused by 
an ohjcci hurled onto the 
Held by one of the dissai- 
i.sfied Milan funs. 

The win ended Panna’s 
di.smal run of nine games 
without a victory and, lo 
make things even worse 
for Milan. defender 
Alessandro Costocuna 
was sent off after b2 min- 


EURO SOCCER 


Pune pulled de Bilde 's shin to 
try and pievcni him from 
rushing towards coal as 
.-kTiJerlecht’s Par 'Znictberg 
tixtk a [lenaity. 

C>e bilcL- v^a*siled htnisdl 
tree from runieJ half 

arouml .:n J letii.'d P >ne w lUi a 
lett liook to the fiuv in l'n>ni oi 
telex isjt»n canKTas. 

ifut the tefeiee did not see 
die incident und .k* Bilde 
Completed the maieh vx'ithoui 
exen a wanting. .Anderiecht 
hiixxexer suspended him until 
fuiliier fKHice on Sunday'. 

"1 tltiiik iliat on a psy cholog- 
icut lex el tlut boy is entitled to 
a.s.sistance. i think that peihaps 
he should haxe on open di.s- 
cussiiw xxilh a s-pecialisi in 
psycholugicaJ affairs, perhaps 
ntore duin one, to try and find 
his hJarice again," .-Xndet- 
lechi .Manager Michel Ver- 
schueren said. De Bilde 
phoned Porte on Sunday to 
offer his apologies but I^c 
told him he did not xvaiu to .sec 
him, new'spapers said. 

De Bilde hod already been 
in the legal limelight earlier 
this month wtun a court 
decided he should stand trial 
for assault after head-butting a 
male nurse and punching 
another last year when he wa& 
denied access to a hospital 
room when: liis father had 
been token following his brain 
haemorrhage in August I99S. 

He also receix ed u suspend- 
ed two-year jidl sentence in 
1992 for hcad-buning two 
boy scout leaders. 

Aulsi. who on Monday 
declined to conuneni un Jc 
Bilde, will not sue him hut 
challenge the ouicorne of die 
game which they' lo.si 3-U. 


had 17. .Anyone from sec- 
ond u> ISll't is capable of 
shooting up ur down witli 
a hnet run of wins or loss- 
es. 

Sampdoria jumped four 
places from eighth to 
fourth alter its victory' 
ovci Vicen/a, which lost 
fur the first liim* in U) 
games. .Milan dropped 
from third tu seventh after 
ht.sing at liome to lowly 
Parma. 

Napoli moved up from 
seventh to third sifier edg- 
ing La/io I-fl. 

Juventus had to play the 
last 15 minutes with 10 
men after defender 
.‘Messio Tacchintu'di was 
sent off in the 75ih miniue 
for a second yellow card. 


uies. 

English League 


Piaccn/.a dclender Sei- 
limio Lucci dellccled 
Michele Padovuno'ti head- 
er into his ow n net to give 
La Juve a .59ih minuie 
lead und. with five min- 
utes left, sub-siimic 
defender Daniele Dclli 
Carri headed the equaliser. 

Two early goals by Vin- 
cen/o Moniella pur Samp- 
dona in control at home to 
Vicenza before the visi- 
tor's Uruguayan Murcelo 
Otero replied nine min- 
utes from tile end. 

Brazilian defender 
Andre Cruz .scored in the 
llnal minute for Napoli's 
win which halted Lu/io'.s 
run of three away win.s in 
a row. 


Twu goals each from 
Dwight Vorke unj .Saxo 
Milosevic powered .Aston 
Villa to a 5-U victory over 
NVimhledon Sunday and 
ended the Duns' Pi-gaine 
unbeaten run. 

Villa moved up two 
places to fourth in (he 
standings, four points 
behind leader Li\'crptK>l, 
which faces Newcastle 
Monday. Wimbledim 
remains third. 

Last pliice Noiiiiigham 
Forest produced the stun- 
ning upset of Saturday's 
play by edging second 
place Arsenal 2- 1 only two 
days after manager Frank 
Clark quit. 

Ian Wright fired .Arsenal 
ahead belore gelling sent 
off fur an tiff-ihe-ball 
clash with Forest’s Nikola 
Jerkan and Forest, with 
vcMeran England defender 
Stuart Pcurcc operating us 
remijorary player-munug- 
iT. nil buck to win through 
two goals from Norwegian 
forward .All'-lnge Hauland. 

Eric Cantona and Ole 
Gunntir Solksjuer both 
scored twice as Manches- 
ter United crushed Sun- 
derland 5-0 while Mark 
Hughes hit two and Gian- 
franco Zola scored another 
as Chelsea downed West 
Ham 3-]. 


Spanish League 


Croat midfielder Mario 
Siunic fired Parma's sur- 
prise winner at AC Milan, 


An own goal by Rufuel 
Aikortu cost Real Madrid 
victory over Vailudoiid 


Poborsky, 
Berger 
share Czech 
Player of 
Year award 


PRAGUE tR) — Karel 
Poborsky and Putrik Berg- 
er. who played key roles in 
taking their country to the 
Euro 96 rinal. have been 
x'oied joint xvinners of the 
Czech Footballer of the 
Year award. 

Poborsky has struggled to 
reproduce the form he 
showed during the Eunv 
pean Championship finals 
in his first season xx'ith 
Manchester United, a prob- 
lem xvhich has been e.xacer- 
baied by his inability (o 
speak English. 

At Sunday's awards cere- 
mony. the moderator 
referred to media specula- 
tion that Poborsky was li'- 
ing through "hell” in Eng- 
land because he could nut 
communicate with his team 
mates or management. 

“Do you know xx'hai the 
English word for heli is?" 
asked the moderator. "No. I 
don't speak English," 
Poborsky replied. 

In comrjLSt. Berger has 
made a valuable contribu- 
tion to Liverpool’s Premier 
League tide challenge this 
season. 

The prize xvas awarded 
on the basis of votes from 
Czech Football League 
managers, sports journal- 
ists and the Czech-Mora- 
vian Football Association. 



Christmas Lunch Buffet 

On Dec. 25th, 1996 
At Philadelphia Ballroom 


COMING UP SPRING 97 

RadissonXfT 


H OTEL AWMXH 




for reservation please coll: 607 1 CO exl. 1 1 3/ M 4 





KC Barcelona's French defender Laurent Blanc i right) goes airborne as he intercepts Celta's Mostovoi (left) dur- 
ing their Spanish first dix ision match in Barcelona Sunday. Barcelona beat Celta 1-0 (.AFP photo) 


Saturday and the Mandings 
leader had tu bciile fur u 1 - 
t tie. 

Davor Suker's 14th goal 
uf the season put Real 
ahead at Vulludulid before 
Alkuna detlecieJ in a >hoi 
from victor Ntanuel Fer- 
nande/.. 

Boreeluna jumped into 
second place Sunday by 
edging Ceitu I-O ihunk.> to 
a goal b> defender Miguel 
.Angel Nadul and trails 
Reul'by twD’poinit. 

So does Deportivo de la 
Coruna, but ii .still slipped 


to third on goal diflcrejKe 
after it was held I-l by 
Spuriing Gijon. 

Defending riiliM .Atleiico 
Madrid, which is fifth and 
10 points otY the lead, hit 
buck from itxo guuls down 
to gain a 2-2 tie at home to 
sixth-place Real Suciedad. 


W im Jv.nk scored wiih a 
right-foot shot from a Luc 
Nilis cross two minute 
before half rime and .Nilis 
made ii 2-0 in .second-half 
injury lime. 

The game also featured 
one ot the shoriesi-ever 


ord Roiierdam scored a 2- 
! win at Nec Nijmegen- 
won to keep up the pres- 
sure on the leader. Gaston 
Tnumeni scored a late xvin- 
ner. 


Dutch League 


appearances by a player. 


Portuguese League 


PSV Eindhoven beat 
Ajax Amsterdam 2-0 Sun- 
day to retain iu three- 
point lead ut the top of the 
Dutch League. 


Irazilion Morvio Samos 
was .sent off for fouling a 
PSV player just over a 
minute alter coming on to 
the field us u substitute for 
the injured Mario Mel- 
chioi in the SOih minute. 

Second-placed Feyeno- 


Second place Benftca 
was held to a 0-0 tie at 
home to struggler Mariti- 
mo Sunday so that FC 
Pono. xvhich xxon 2-0 at 
Belenenses SutunJay, 
gained a five point advan- 
tage atop the standings. 
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12 News 


Hebron remains under 
curfew after violence 


Jordan Tunes, Tuesday, December 24 , 1996 


Palestinian police prevent Israelis from 
setting up outpost near Gaza settlement 


HEBRON AFP) 
Palestinians sioned Israeli 
soldiers in Hebron on 
Monday as the army main- 
tained a curfew in the city's 
old quarter for the second 
day running following a 
spate of fu^bombings of 
Jewish enclaves, residents 
said. 

With tensions running high 
amid reports that Israeli and 
Palestinian negotiators were 
□earing agreement on the 
extension of Palestinian self- 
rule to Hebron, tioops arrest- 
ed two young men for throw- 
ing stones at soldiers, wit- 
nesses said. 

On Sunday, suspected 
Palestinian militants threw 
three firebombs at Jewish 
enclaves where some 420 
zealous settlers live sur- 
rounded by 120.000 
Palestinians in the most cense 
of West Bank cities. 

No injurie.s were caused 
directly by the attacks, but 
one fuebomb knocked a lad- 
der leading to an army obser- 
vation point onto the ground 
where it hurt two Palestinian 
men. 

Rumours quickly spread 
that the men had been 


attacked by settlers and 
dozens of Israelis and 
Palestinians congregated in a 
tense stand-off until troops 
cleared them out 
imposed the curfew in a mar- 
ket near the Jewish areas, 
forcing Palestinian shop- 
keepers to close. 

Also on Sunday a bomb 
tore apart a wooden shelter at 
a hitch-hiking stop used by 
soldiers and settlers near the 
West Bonk self-rule town of 
Hebron, but no one was hurt 

The incidents underscored 
the risks involved in the 
drawn out stalemate in 
Israeli-Palesdnian negoda- 
dons focusing on Israel's 
overdue troop withdrawal 
from Hebron. 

Palestinian police prevent- 
ed the Israeli anny from set- 
ting up an observadon post in 
the second such dispute out- 
side a Jewish settlement in 
the Gaza Strip, a security 
chief said. 

Saeb A1 Ajiz. the head of 
Palestinian security for north 
Gaza, said IsraeU soldiers 
from the Netzarim settlement 
brought out equipment to set 
up the station on a nearby 
coastal road. 


"Palestinian police inter- 
vened and prevented them 
fiom setting it up and the sol- 
diers returned to Netzarim 
without incident," Mr. Ajiz 
said. 

A previous attempt by the 
army to set up the station on 
Dec. 1$ caus^ a tense aimed 
stand-off with Palestinian 
police, who brought out 
nearly 100 aimed police to 
barricade the road to 
Netzarim. 

Palestinian security said 
the army agreed not to set up 
the station after the stand-off 
of several hours. 

The Palestinains say the 
location along the 
Mediterranean b^ch road 
lies outside Netzarim's secu- 
rity zone and cannot be used 
for IsraeU army posts. 

Israeli officers said the 
army wanted to reestablish 
•an observation position it 
had maintained until a year 
ago to monitor movements 
off the Me^terranean coasL 

Hghty-six people were 
kill^ in clashes between 
IsraeU troops and 
Palestinians protestor and 
police in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip in late September. 



Kurds fear Iraqi reprisals after spy 
confessions, new rebel group says 


AMMAN (AFP) — The 
Kurds of nonhera Iraq fear 
reprisals by Baghdad after 
the dismantling of an 
alleged U.S. spy network 
run out of Iraqi Kurdistan, a 
new opposition movement 
said Monday. 

The "R^Iy of Iraqi 
Opposition Factions." in a 
statement dated from the 
northern town of Zakho. 
said it was formed from 10 
small groups, includ'mg 
army officers. Shiite 
Muslims, intellectuals and 
the Turcoman minority. 

The aim of the new move- 
ment Ls to establish a 
"democratic and federated 
Iraq." said the statement 
sent to AFP in Amman. 

But the Kurds of northern 
Iraq fear reprisals by 
Baghdad after last week's 
coiffessions broadcast on 
Iraqi television of alleged 
spies for the U.S. intelli- 
gence .service CIA who said 
their contacts were based in 
Iraqi Kurdistan. 

‘The recent Iraqi initiative 
aims to prepare public opin- 
ion for an operation against 
the opposition movements 
in Kurdistan," said the 
Rally of Iraqi Opposition 
Factions. 

"Several attacks have 
already been carried out by 
agents of Baghdad against 
members of opposition 
groups." it said, without 
giving details. 

" The group also charged 
that some 2.500 people, 
mostly Kurds woridng for 
U.S. aid agencies and their 
families, "who are supposed 
to have been evacuated by 
the United States are still In 
Zakho." on the border with 
Turkey. 

It warned that "these peo- 
ple are in a precarious 
humanitarian situation" 
because Washington had 
delayed their departure until 


next month. 

The State Department said 
on Dec. 16 that it has com- 
pleted the evacuation of 
3.780 Kurdish aid workers 
and their families from 
Turkey to the U.S. outpost 
of Guam in the Pacific. 

The aid workers were the 
third and largest wave of 
Kurds to be taken out of 
northern Iraq since 
President Saddam 

Hussein's troops made an 
incursion into the Kurdish 
"safe haven" in late August. 

In defiance of Baghdad, 
the Kurds have controlled 
northern Iraq under a U.S.- 
led security umbrella since 
the aftermath of the 1991 
Gulf war over Kuwait 

Turkey's Anatolia news 
agency said nearly 2,500 
memt^rs of the Iraqi oppo- 
sition fearing reprisals by 
the Baghdad regime • have 
asked (he United States to 
evacuate them from north- 
ern Iraq. 

Washington has already 
evacuated in three rounds 
nearly 8.000 people, mainly 
Kurds formerly working for 
U.S. agencies in the area 
and opposition members, 
following Baghdad's 
August military interven- 
tion in northern Iraq. 

Anatolia said the new 
group of opposition mem- 
bers and their families, 
including Arabs. Kurds and 
Turcomans, bad gaihered in 
Zakho near the border with 
Turkey. 

A joint statement released 
by the 2.500 people request- 
ed their evacuation by the 
United States and also 
asked for help frx)m Britain. 
France and Turkey, the 
.agency said. 

Fightin g flared in northern 
Iraq in August when a lead- 
ing Kurdish group, the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDP). supported by 


Baghdad troops, attacked 
the rival Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK). 

The KDP of Massud 
Barzani and the PUK of 
Jalal Talabani declared a 
truce on OcL 23 after heavy 
diplomatic pressure by the 
United States. 

The fragile ceasefire is 
still holding But the two 
sides have not signed a 
peace agreement yet. 

Official Tehran Radio 
said Monday some 65,000 
Iraqi Kurdish refugees have 
returned to northern Iraq 
from Iran and only about 
5.000 remain in camps 
along the border. 

The radio said the Iranian 
interior ministry was con- 
sidering sbi^g the 
remaining 5,000 from 
camps along the Iraq-Iran 
border to another region. 

Tens of thousands of Iraqi 
Kurds fled northern Iraq for 
Iran in September after the 
KDP-PUK fighting. 

Most of the refugees 
began returning home a 
month ago with the onset of 
winter in the mountainous 
border region. 

Iranian authorities have 
insisted that the return of 
the refugees has been vol- 
untary, but some intema- 
lional buroanirarian oigani- 
sations. which have report- 
ed cases of children dying 
of cold, claim they were 
forced to go home. 

Tehran has said it has 
done all it could to accom- 
modate the refugees and 
complained of insufficient 
aid from the world commu- 
niiv. 

The U.N. High 

Commissioner for Refugees 
has called on Iranian 
authorities on several occa- 
sions to shift the remaining 
refugees to an area with a 
more hospitable climate. 



PROTEST: Belgrade students blow whistles and show the three-fingered Serbian Orthodox victory sign on the 36lh 
day of protest marches against election rigging, in Belgrade on Monday. Thousands of demonstrators against 
Sobian President Slobodan Milosevic ignored the onset of the harsh Balkan winter to march along the streets of 
Serbia demanding their victory at local elections be restored (Reuters photo) 


Arab 

League 

praises 

Gulf 

states 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Arab League Secretary- 
General Esmar Abdul 
Meguid has praised 
"courageous stand" taken by 
Gulf states which have 
decided to freeze the process 
of normalisation of relations 
with Israel 

“We consider that the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
resolutions C(»i5titute a dear 
announcement of a freeze in 
(he process of noimalisation 
with Israel." be told the 
Kuwdd daily Al Anbaa in an 
interview published on 
Monday. 

Tbe six membi^ of the 
GCC dedded at a summit 
this month to review their 
fledgling with Israel 
bec^jse of the hardline 
^3proach towards the peace 
process by the government 
of Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

Qatar and Oman opened 
trade ties with Israel this year 
under accords with the previ- 
ous Labour government of 
Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres, but later froze further 
steps towards normalisation. 

The other GCC states — 
Bahrain. Kuwait, Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates — have refriuned 
from establishing ties with 
Israel althou^ they su^^rt 
tbe Middle East peace 
process. 

Mr. Abdul Meguid 
described the GCC decision 
as a “courageous .stand" and 
also welcomed moves by 
North African countries to 
halt or delay normalisation 
with Israel. 

The Arab League chief 
said the situation in the 
Middle East was "danger- 
ous" because of Israel's 
"obstinate stand" and it 
would be "responsible for 
any deterioration in the secu- 
rity situation because of its 
erroneous policies." 


Likud^s silence hints approval ofBar-Illan 
views on ‘demilitarised^ Palestinian state 


By David Makovsky 
The Jerusalem Post 

neither prime 

Min ister Benyamin 

Netanyahu nor any mem- 
ber of the Likud has pub- 
licly disavowed remaiks 
by the premier's senior 
advisor David Bai-lLlan 
who indicated support for 
a demilitarised Palestinian 
state. 

The only public remarks 
from the premier's office 
over the last three days 
have come from Cabinet 
Secretary Danny Naveh, 
who said: "We are in a 
new situation where 


. everything is open." 

In a strong him of 
approval, Naveh said the 
government would fight 
against the establishment 
of a "militarised 
Palestinian state." 

Foreign reporters, w’ho 
had prescheduled inter- 
views with tbe premier, 
have not obtained a denial 
from Mr. Netanyahu. 
Instead, the premier has 
sought to skirt the issue. 
Exceipts of Mr. Bar-Illan's 
statements, in an interview 
last week with The 
Jerusalem Post, have been 
brought to the attention of 
Arab leaders in recent 


days. 

A^eh Naor, a former 
cabinet secretary to 
Menachem Begin, said last 
night that he views Mr. 
Bar-Illan's comments as 
part of a wider trend. 
'There seems to be an ide- 
ological revolution in the 
right," he said, "as they 
are detaching themselves 
from the Greater Israel 
ideology’. It all started dur- 
ing the election campaign 
when Netanyahu decided 
he would appear better as 
someone closer to the cen- 
tre. If Mr. Bar-Ulan, who 
is considered to be a true 
believer in Likud ideology. 


talks this way, this tells 
you there is a new spirit of 
the Limes." 

Labour MK Yossi Beilin 
said Mr. Bor-IIlan's com- 
ments can be seen as 
important, adding momen- 
tum to Mr. Beilin's goal to • 
create a consensus 
betw'een Likud and Labour 
MKs on the shape of a 
final status map. Mr. 
Beilin said he expects the 
group to reach a final doc- 
ument next month after 
seven meetings and an 
estimated 40 hours of dis- 
cussions. 


Government rejects charges 
of ’unnecessary' delays in 
implementing royal amnesty 


By P.V.Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment on Monday refut^ alle- 
gations that electioneering by 
membeis of the Council of 
Ministers were delaying the 
release of prisoners under a 
pardon granted by His 
Majesty the King last month 
and said the procedures for 
the release were on course. 

Information Minister 
MarwanMuasheralso reject- 
ed die notion that the amnesty 
was a general pardon and 
noted that the Nov. 12 Royal 
decree granting it made it 
dear that it was a "special 
amnesty" and authorise the 
govemmeni to set the parame- 
ters that qualify prisoners for 
release. 

However, the minis ter did 
not provide a definite date for 
the stait of the prisoner 
release but pointed out that a 
first list of 107 people was 
approved by the Council of 
Ministers and forwarded to 
King Hussein for his endorse- 
ment. 

Dr. Muasher said he 
believed that a second list was 
also almost finalised but he 
could not provide any num- 
bers. 

‘The procedures for the 
release of prisoners under the 
amnesty are on the right 
course regardless of the per- 
sonal opinion of some," said 
the minister in an apparent 
reference to articles appearing 
in the local press ussero'ng 
that the process was being 
delayed unnece.ssorily. 

The information minister, 
addressing a regular weekly 


MINISTER OF Justice Abdul Karim Dughmi told 
reporters after a Cabinet session on Monday that the 
Council of Ministers submitted recommendations to 
King Hussein regarding 221 prisoners who were includ- 
ed in the special pardon. 


press briefing, said tbe delay 
in drawing up tbe list was 
only nature because of the 
complexity of tbe work 
involved in setting the basis 
for the release and then identi- 
fying those who qualify for 
freedom under the basis. 

"Hrst of all a ministerial 
council discussed tbe entire 
issue and drew up the parame- 
ters for any prisoner to qualify 
for release under the special 
pardon," said Dr. Muasher. 
'Then the full Council of 
Ministers approved tbe para- 
meters," he added, emphasis- 
ing that "this was done before 
any names or cases were even 
mentioned." 

That was an implicit rejec- 
tion of assertions in the local 
press that members of the 
Cabinet had sought to include 
prisoners from their respec- 
tive cot^timencies in the par- 
don with an eye on tbe parlia- 
mentary elections coming up 
next year. 

'*Of course it was natural 
that different viewpoints were 
expressed (during tbe Council 
of Ministers deliberations on 
tbe issue), but this does not 
mean that they held up the 
process." said Dr. Muasher. 
“Quite simply, that is the way 
things should be done and 
were done." 

"In fact," he added, "such 
differing viewpoints and 
deliberations are a healthy" 
aspect of democratic life in 
the iGngdom. 


According to Dr. Muasher, a 
technical conunittee started 
studying specific cases — 
reported to run into more than 
1.200 — on the basis of the 
parameters approved by the 
Council of Ministers. 

The amnesty excludes those 
convicted of espicmage, drug- 
trafficking, embe:^ement. 
bribery, traffic fines, robbery, 
rape and kidnaping. Anyone 
who has benemed earli- 
er pardons are also excluded. 

"Each and e^^■ case has to 
be considered in&viduaUy in 
light of tbe basis for tbe 
amnesty." said Dr. Muasher. 
He cit^ as an example pris- 
oners serving sentences for 
crime that have a tribal 
aspect In such cases, he 
pointed out, the technical 
committee has to ensure that 
those who suffered as a result 
of the crime have wididrawn 
all. their claims and condi- 
tions. 

Sometimes tribes and clans 
react collectively to crimes 
committed against their 
members and mediation 
often results in an agreement 
that the person involved is 
absolved if he or she serves in 
full the prison term ordered 
by a court of law. 

When considering such 
prisoners for amnesty. Dr. 
Muasher noted, the technical 
committee has to ensure that 
no such condition exists 
before qualifying die con- 
cerned prisoner for release. 


Rafsanjani says U.S. military 
complex bombers were Saudis 


DUBAI (Agencies) — Iran has received 
information that the bombers of a U.S. mili- 
taiy complex in Saudi Arabia were Saudi cit- 
izens. President Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 
was on Monday quoted as saying. 

"What we have heard officially is that those 
involved :ue Saudi citizens and that .some 
escaped from the kingdom and possibly came 
to Iron." Mr. Rafsanjani .said. 

"We bod searched for them carefully and 
have found no trace of them in Iran. One of 
them is called Mourouf and was .said to be in 
. Iran, then it was discovered that he had died in 
a Syrian jail" he added, but did not elaborate. 

Mr. Rafsanjani, who was speaking in an 
interview published on Monday in the Saudi- 
owned. London-based Al Sbarq AI Awsat did 
not .say who provided Iran with the official 
information. 

He .said Iran carried out a fiiil investigation 
into reports linking it to the June 25 bombing 
in which 19 U.S. airmen were killed in the 
eastern Saudi city of Khobar. 

"We carried out comprehensiv’e investiga- 
tion into the issue and did not find any indica- 
tion linking the issue to any of our govern- 
ment institution); in Iran. We had ruled this out 
from the start considering government institu- 
tions in Iran oppose such acts," he added. 

U.S. media reports had linlred Iran to the 
bombing and said some of the bombers had 
been to Iran and received training at pro- 
Iranion Hizbollah comps in Lebanon. 

Iranian officials have denied the charges and 
Foreign Minister All Akbar Velayati said in 
Tehran on Sunday that Iran "categorically 
rejects the charges no nuuter who raises 


them". 

The U.S. administration has said it had not 
yet concluded who was responsible for the 
bombing, but Iran’s spiritual leader AyaioUah 
Ali Khamenei has said the U.S. media reports 
indicated Washington was preparing to nttari: 
Iran. 

Saudi Arabia has said the U.S. media reports 
were unreliable and added that it would 
announce the results of the probe into the 
bombing without delay. 

"There are countries in the worid wWch do 
not have good intentions towards Iran... they 
intend to accuse Iran in a bid to secure their 
illegitimate interests (in the region)," Mr, 
Velayati said Sunday. 

Mr. Velayati was speaking on the sidelines 
of a seminar on the development and security 
of the Gulf region, which siLs on more than 
half the world's oil reserves. 

‘Tehran does not fear the threats of any 
counny, no matter how powerfol it may be,'' 
Mr. Velayati said in reference to the media 
reports that Washington was preparing to 
attack Iran if proved involved in the bombing 

Mr. ^felayati earlier told the seminar tfS 
only the withdrawal of U.S. and otiier Western 
iroo^ patrolling the Gulf from the region 
would gu^tec its security and stability. 

foreign forces from 
^e... Gulf CM be regarded as a sign of respect 
for the independence and sovereiimiy of 
regional countries... once the people in the 
region get rid of the foreign forces and cul- 
ture they will have a peaceful and stable 
region, he added. 


Vietnain province 

offers reward for 

mouse tails 

HANOI- (R) — Villagers in 
Viemam's Ha Tinh province 
have been offered a reward 
for each mouse tail they 
bring in from the fields, 
Dong newspaper said. 
“Hamlet leaders have asked 
each family to come up with 
seven or eight mouse tails 
per 360 square metres of 
land," it said. ‘The>' will 
receive 200-300 dong (1.8- . 
2,7 U.S. cents) for every 
tail." The newspaper said 
that in one village of the cen- 
tral pro-\ince, nine miUion 
dong ($808) had already 
been paid out for 45,(X)0 
tails. A total of 420,000 had 
been collected in the district 
of Huong Son, it added, 
without indicating who 
counted the tails or what 
would be done with them. 

I^ress wreck homes 
to gain best -view at 
Peru siege 

LIMA (R) — Hundreds of 
journalists swarming around 
the Japanese ambassador’s 
residence in Lima have 
wreaked havoc on neighbou- 
ring homes in frieir bid to 
secure the best view of the 5- 
day-old siege, witnesses 
said. The owners of one 
home, which suffered bro- 
ken water pipes and elect- 
ricity cables, bad given* 
water to the 17 reporters on 
their roof and allowed them 
to use the bathroom. While 
some journalists tried to 
make amends and collected 
mo-ney to pay for repairs, 
nel^tours struck back. 
Some residents charged for 
access to their roofs and one 
woman locked her house up 
and went away, leaving pho- 
tographers stranded on the 
roof. 

VIS. 

Mayor in Turkey 
bam turkey 

ISTANBUL CR) — Isla-mist 
local government officials in 
the central Turidsb town of 
Sincan have banned the sale 
of Turkey and will put up 
signs calUng for a boycott of 
New Year celebrations, a 
Tur-kish newspaper said. 
‘T3o not celebrate the New 
Year. New Year’s Day is not 
our day. We are not Christ- 
ians. Let's not be like them.” 
the signs will read, togedier 
with verses from tbe Koran, 
the newspaper Radikal said. 
Bekir Yildiz, tbe Islamist 
mayor of Sin-can, 'said he 
would block traders who 
attempt to sell turkey, com- 
mon in many Turkish homes 
on New Year's Day. “We 
cannot have them sell sacri- 
ficial sheep in the market, so . 
for this reason, . turit^s 
won't be sold either," Mr. 
Yildiz told tbe paper. 

'Music is the food 
of love ' 

BRAZZAVILLE (AFPj — 
Congolese military police 
chief-cum composer general 
Makoumba N’zambi will this 
week take a break from offi- 
cial duties to release t9fp 
cassettes of songs calling for 
harmony and an end to con- 
flicL For N'zambi, whose 
musical pseudonym is Sebas 
Enemen, "music is on in»- 
gnil part of each hut^an be- 
ing and must celebrate tbe 
virtues of love." In die situa- 
tion of "armed conflicts and 
inter-ethnic clashes" African 
artists must be "concerned 
by j^ce," he said. His song 
Kuisa na M'bongi" (tbe tree 
where village elders gather 
for lengthy discussion) 
evokes in kituba, one of the 
Congolese national lang- 
uages, the African traditioos _ 
which reserve a reverb 
place for "dialogue in set- 
tiing conflicts." TTie melodic 
police boss' "Hymn to Braz- 
zaville" deplores deplores 
the "murderous foUy" of tbe 
political-ethnic clashes 
which killed over 2,000 peo- 
ple in the Congolese capital 
between June, 1993, and • 
January, 1994. His songs are j 
performed by a group, of . 
Congolese musicians and 
singers, together witii anoth- 
er Congolese singer who 
performs in Ivory Coast, 
Judith N'deko. 
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